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Mans Soul is dearly beloved of God the Father 
And yet for ſundry good graces ſhe is tempted 
of the Devil by three divers means, at three ſe- 
veral Ages in this mortal life; it ſhe reſiſt and 
overcome the ſame, ſhe is hereby adopted to 
the fruition of matrimonial joy in Heaven, 
with Chriſt the Son of God. | 


| The firſt Hiſtory: 


Ometimes there dwelt in Rome a migh- 
ty Emperoz which had a fair creature 
: to his Daughter, named Atalana whom 
% divers great Lozds, and many Noble 
Knights defired to have to Wife, This 
Atalana was wondzous ſwift of Fot: where- 
foze ſich a Law was made, that no man 
ſhould have her to Mike, except he could 
dut⸗run her, and take her by ſwiftneſs of fot, 
It bekell, that many came to run with her, 
| V3 but 


| 
| 
| 
| The Argument, 
' 
| 
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but could not overtake her. At the laft there 
came a Knight named Pomeis unto her Fa⸗ 
ther, and laid to him: By L 02d, if it pleaſe pou 


to give me pour daughter to wiſe J:will run | 


with her. Then laid her Father, there is 
Law made, that wholoever will have her et 
wike, mut firſt run with her, and ik he over⸗ 
take her not, he ſhall loſe his head, and ik he o⸗ 
vertake her, then (hall J wed here unto him. 
And when the Emperoz had told him all the 
peril that might fall in the winning of her, 
the Bnight voluntarilp granted foz to abide 
that jeoperdy, Then the Knight pꝛovided him 
this balls of Gold againſt the running. And 
when they had begun to run a little ſpace, the 
poung Lady over run him: then the Knight 


thꝛew fozthbefoze her the firſt ball of gold, and 
when the damlel faw the ball, Ge ſtooped, and 


cok it up, and in the mean wile the Knight 
gat befoze her: but that pꝛevailed little, fo2 
when the perceived it, the ran ſo faſt, that in 
Hozt [pace ſhe got bekoze him again. And 
then he thꝛew loꝛth the fecond ball of gold, and 


ſhe fepedas ſhe did before and took it up, and in | 


that while the Knight got befoze her again: 


which this poung damlel ſeeing, conſtrained 
her ſelf, and ran fo faſt that che ſoon had him 
at advantage again, and was befoze him: now 
by that time they were nigh the mark, where⸗ 
by they ſhould abide, wherefo2e the Knight 

thꝛew 
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thiew kozth the third ball befoze her, and ſhe 
ſtwped down to take up the ball, and while. ſhe 
was taking up the third ball, che Knight got 
befoze her, and was firlt at the mark, and thus 
' was ſhe won, _ 
BE The Moral, 

Wp this @mperoz is nuderſfod the Father 
of Heaven and by the Damiſel is underſtod the 
ſoul of man, with whom many Devils. deſire 
to run and deceive her th2ough their tempta⸗ 


R 
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s tions, but ſhe withſtandeth them mightily, 
? aud overcometh them. And when he hath, 
done his wozſt and may not ſped, then makes 
2 | he thaw balls cf Gold, and caſteth them be- 
| foze in thaw ages of man, that is to,lay, in 
t | Vouth, in manhwd, and in old age. In youth 
d | the Devil caſteth the ball of letchery befoze 
5 | Her, that is to ſay, the deſire. of the fleſh: ne⸗ 
£ | bvertheleſs, foz all this ball, oftentimes man 


' overcometh the Devil by acknowledgiug of 
his fins to God, by hearty UBepentance and 
amendment of life. The ſecond ball. is the 
bull of Pzive, the which the Devil caltech to 
man in his manhood, that is to ſay, in his 
middle age; but this ball man olt⸗times over⸗ 
cometh as he did the firſt, but let him beware 
of the third ball, which is covetoulnels, the 
the Devil caſfeth to man in his old age, 
which is dzeadful 2 fo2 except a man map o⸗ 
vercome this ball, wich the other two, he ſhall 
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| The Hiſtory of 
lole his honour, that is to ſay, the Kingdom of 


7 


Heaven. Foz when a man burneth in cove⸗ 


touſneſs, he thinketh not upon Ghofllp riches, 


; 


(foz ever his heart is ſet on wozldly goods) | 


and reckoneth not of p2ayers, no2 of well do⸗ 


ing, and thus loleth he his Heritage, to the 
which God hath bought him with his pꝛeci⸗ 


ous blod 2 unto the which our Lozd Jeſus { 


bꝛing us all. The Argument. 


As God allotteth divers men divers callings and 


eſtates of living in this World, ſo is every 
man tried by the rule of Life and Doctrines, 
whether his practice agree with his profeſſion, 
in profiting himſelf without prejudice to o- 
thers, wherein if he fo hold himſelf content, 
for ſuch a Son the Heavenly Father hath plan- 


ted a Tree of Heavenly Treaſure, in the Liſe 


that ſhall be everlaſting. 

8 5 The Second Hiſtory. 
T reigned ſometime in Rome a wiſe 
| and mighty Emperoz, named Anſelm, 
who did bear in his Arms a ſhield of Silver 
with five red Roles: this Emperoz had the 


Sons whom he loved much: he had alſo con- | 
tinual war with the King of Egypt, in which 


War he loft all his tempozal gods except a 
pꝛecious Tree, It foztuned after on a day 
that he gave battle to the ſame King of Egypt 
wherein he was grievoufiy wounded, never- 
theleſs he obtained the victozy, notwithſtand⸗ 

ing 
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ing he had his deadly wound: wherefoze while 
he lay at point ok death, he called unto his el⸗ 


delt ſon, and ſaid: My dear and well beloved 


ſon, all my tempozal riches are ſpent, and al⸗ 
moſt nothing is left me, but a pꝛecious Tree: 
the which ſtands in the midſt of my Empire: 
J give to thee all that is under the earth, and 
above the earth ok the ſame Tree, O my reve⸗ 
rend Father (quoth he) I thank you much. 

Then laid the Emperoꝛ call to me my ſecond 
Son. Anon the eldeſt Don greatly joping of 
his Fathers gift called in his Bzother, and 
when he came the Emperoꝛz faid : my dear Son 
J may not make my Teſtament, fozaſmuch 
as J have ſpent all mp goods, except a Tree 
which ffandeth in the midik of mine Empire, 
of the which Tre, A bequeath to thee all that 
is great and ſmall, Then anſwered he, and aid: 
Py reverend Father, J thank you much. 

Then ſaid the Emperoz call ts me my third 
Son, and fo it was done. And when he was 
come, the Emperoꝛ ſaid : My dear fon, J muff 
die of theſe wounds, and J have only a pzectous 
tre, of which J have given thy bꝛethꝛen their 
poztion, and to the J bequeath thy portion + 
foz J will that thou have of the ſaid tre all 
that is wet and dzy. Then laid his Son: Fas 
ther J thank pou. Don after the Empero: 
had made his bequeſt, he died, And ſjoztly 
after the eldeſt ſon tok poſſeſſion of the tree. 

No 
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Now when the ſecond Son heard this, be came 
to him, laping: my bꝛocher, by u. at law oz | 
title occupy port this Tree Teac bother, , |, 
quoth he, 4 occupy it by this 41 * my Fa- 
ther gave me all that 1s urwer the earth, and 
above of the laid Tre, 3p realon thereof the | | 
Tree is mine - Unknowig to thee gquoth the | 
ſecond 1B2zother, he nee unto me all that is | 
great and ſmall of th aid Tree, and there⸗ 
foze J have as great.r {bt in the Tree as ycu, | 
This hearing the chi Son, he came to them | 
and ſaid. My wei! beloved bzꝛethzen it beho⸗ 
veth you not to ſtrive foz this Tre, fo2 J have 
as much right in the Tree as ye, fo2 by the law 
pe wot, that the laſt Mill and Teſtament ought 
to ſtand, koz of truth he gave me of the laid 
tree all that is wet and d2y, and cherefozc the 
Tre by right is mine: but fo2 as much as 
your woꝛds are of great foꝛce, and mine alſo, | 
mp: counſel is, that we be judged by reaſon : | 
fo2 it is not good no2 commendable that ſtrife 
o2 diſſention ſhould be among us. Mere beſide 
dwelleth a King full of reaſon, therekoze to 
avoid ſtrife let us go to him, and each of us 
lay his right befoze him, and as he ſhall judge 
let us ſtand to his judgment: then ſaid his 
Weethzen thy counſel is god, wherefoze they 
went all thz@ unto the King of Keaſon, and 
each of them ſeverally ſheweth fozth his right 
unto him, as it is ſaid beloze. 

When 
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When the King had heard the Titles, he 
rehearſed them all again ſeverally : firſt, ſay-, 
ing to the cldeſt Son, thus: you lay (qd. the 


3 King) that pour Father gave you all chat 


is under the earth and above the earth, ok the 


ſaid Tree, Aud to the lecond Bzother he be⸗ 
queathed ail that is great and ſmall of chat 
Tree. And to the third Bꝛother he gave all that 
is wet and dzy. N 

And with that he laid the law to them, and 
laid, that this Mill ought to ſtand. 

Now my dear friends, bzicflp J ſhall ſatil⸗ 
fie all pour requeus: and when he had thus 
ſaid, he turned him unto the eldeſt Bzother, 
ſaying: My dear friend, it pou (iff co abide 
the Judgment of right, it behoveth you to be 
letten blood of the right arm. My Lozd, 
(quoth he) pour will hall be done. Then the 
King called fo2 a diſcreet Phyſitian, command⸗ 
ing him to let him blood, 

When the eldeſt Son was letten blood, 
the King ſaid unto them all thiee: Mp dear 
friends, Where is pour Father buried then 


anſwered thep and ſaid: fozſooth my Lozd, in 


luch a place. Anon the King commanded to 
dig in the ground foz the body, and to take a 
bone cut of his bꝛeaſt, and to bury the body a- 
gaiu: and lo it was done. And when the bone 
was taken out, the Bing commanded that 
it ould be laid in the blood of the elder 

Bꝛother 
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Wꝛother, and it ſhould lie till it had received: 
kindly the blod, and then to be laid in the 
Sun anv died, and after that it ſhould be waſht 
with clear water: his Servants fulfilled all 
that he had commanded: and when they be⸗ 
gan to waſh, the blod vaniſhed clean awap, 


when the King ſaw this, he ſaid to the ſecond '* 


ſon, it behoveth that thou be letten blod as 
thy Bzother was. Then ſaid he: My Lo2ds | 
will ſhall be fulfiled, and anon he was done 
unto like as his Bzother was tn all things, 
and when they began to waſh the bone, the 
blood vaniſheo away, Then ſaid the King to 
the third Don, it behoveth the to be letten 
blood likewiſe; He anſwered and laid: Tp | 
Loo2d it pleaſeth me well ſo to be, When the 
youngeſt Bꝛother was letten blod, and done 
unto in all things as his two bꝛethzen were 
befoze, then the Kings Servants began to 
waſh the bone, but neither fo2 waching noz 
rubbing might they do away the blood of the 
bone, but it ever appeared blody 3 when the | 
King ſaw this, he ſaid : it appearcth openly | 
now that this blood is of the nature of the 
bone thou art his true Son, and the other two 
are Baſtards, I judge thee the tre foz ever- 
mo2e, | 

The Moral, 


Dear friends , this Emp:02 betokeneth | 


our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, which bears a hien 
0 


Geſta Romanorum. | 


' of filver with five red Roſes, that is his bo- 
dy that is ſo fair, ſo clear, and moze radient 


than any ſilver, accozding to the Plalmiſt: 


: Specioſus forma piæ filiis hominum, that is, 
' He was more fair than all the Children of men. 
By the five red Roles we underffand his five 
wounds which he ſuffered foz mankind, And 
| by the King of Egypt we underſtand the De- 
vil, againſt whom he fought all che time of 
bie life, and at the laſt he was ſlain ſoz man- 
kind. Nevertheleſs befo2e his death, he made 
his Teſtament to his thee Dons, 


By the firſt, to whom he gave of the Tree all 


that was under the earth, and above the earth, 
we underſtand ſuch mighty men, and others 
bol all Eſtates in this Wold, as are notcon- 
tent with their callings, ſeek ambitiouflp the 
lubverſion cf others, to magnifie and exalt 
; themſelves. By the ſecond Son to whom he 
gave all the tree that was great and ſmall, 
we underſtand, ſuch wozldlp-wiſe men, in this 
| wozld, which in their ſubtility attempt to win 


oꝛ loſe all, By the third ſon, to whom he gave 


all that was wet and dy of the tree, we un- 
derſtand every good Chziſtian Pzince, No- 
| bleman, Pajeſtrate, oz meaner perſon in c- 
| very Commou-wealth whereſoever , which 
(elchewing all ambition and covetouſneſs) 
holding himſelf content with the p2ovidence 


of God; and in his own calling, laboureth 
truly 
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truly to do good unto all men; pea, though he 
himſelf ſtffatn injuries, ſuffering no ſolace Cuc 
then care, no riches then poverty; pet re⸗ hir 
ceiveth all this thankfnlly, to have this pꝛe⸗ ma 
cious Tree thus bequeathed unto them. This (ſel 
Tre is the Tree of Paradice, that is ever- wa 
laſting joy which is given to us all if we take E: 
it thankfully, This every man obtaineth not, !trii 
therekoze it behovech them to go to the King de 
of Reaſon, that is, unto the Father of Yeas chi 
ven who knoweth all things, The firſt Son me 
was let blood, and in his blod the bone was ſin 
laid. By this bone we ſhall underſtand our is, 
ſtrong kaith in Chziffs merits, and by the blod die 
the lively and fruitful ſap of good wozks pos {oth 
ceding out of the ſame, which are rare things pat 
to be found in thoſe that ſeek their own pꝛi⸗ the 
vate gain, who when they are let blood by the the 
ſharp Launce of Gods Auſtice, and it be eſta- ol 
bliſhed by Divine Pzedication, and made dzy (ſell 
with the ſun of outward p2of<ſfton, pet being an! 
walkt with the water of ſwelling Pzive, Pa- ol 
lice, Envy, and ſuch like, then the Faith in lib 
Chziſts merits. is as though we had not re⸗ 
ceived it, and the lively fruitlul ſap of good G0 
wozks hath no power to tarry upon it, but 
( 
us 


vaniſheth away. And thus it fared with thele 

other two, the firſt and ſecond Sons: but the 

third Son being contrary unto the other in 

vofefſion and p2artice of life and manners, _ | 
| | e 4 
| 
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gh he Pagiſtrate oz mean perſpn, the bone of 
ate ſuch a perſon will ever be.-firm of Faith, in 
re- Himſel and towards others. From ſuch a 
ze⸗ mans bone the blood of lively fruits (to him⸗ 
his ſelf and all others p2ofitable) will never be 
er- {waſhed awap with the water cf wꝛetchednels. 
ke — the mo2e it is d2peb in the Sun ok true 
ot, trial, the better it is: Such are the true Chil⸗ 


| 


ng dzen of God, of whom our Le2d lpeaketh 
as thus : ye which have torſaken all things for 
on me; that is, pe that have fozſlaken the wap of 
gag ſin, thall receive an hundred times more; that 
zur is, ye (hall not only receive the Tree of Para- 
ob dice, but alſo the Beritage of Ycaven, Thele 
10s other two are Baſtards, becanſe what they 


F 


gs pzomilſed in their Baptiſm, they wzought all 
i- the contrary though their wicked living, and 
the therekoze he that deſireth to obtain the jopes 
ta- uf Heaven muſt abide ſtevfaſtly, in the p20- 
dzy lellion and pꝛactite of good life and manners, 
ing and then by Chat he ſhall obtain the Tree 
ga- (of Paradice: Unto which he bzing us, who 
in | iveth-and-reigverh foꝛ ever. Amen. 
res The Argument. 
god God fo loved ſinful man, that he ſent his only be- 
but | gotten Son to redeem him out of the captivity 
eſe | ofthe World, to reſt with him in the joys of 
the Heaven, | 
in The Third Hiſtory. 
be | hem there dwelt ſometimes a Noble 
. Emperoz, named Diocleſian, who loved ex- 
|  c&dinglyp 
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ceedingly the vertue of Charity, wherefoze hy 
deſired greatly to know what Fowl loved her 
Poung beſt, to the intent that he might there⸗ 
by grow to moze perfeſt charity; it foztune 
upon a dap, that the Emperoz rode to a Foy. 
reſt to take his diſpozt, whereas he foundthe, 
neſt of a great bird (called in latine Struchiq 
Calemi, in Engliſh an Oftridge) with het: 
young, the which poung bird the Empero; 
tok with him, and cloſed her in a Uellel o 


glaſs, the Dam of this little Bird follows | 


unto the Emperozs Palace, and flew int 
the Yall where her young one was. Bu 
when ſhe ſaw her poung one, and could ne} 
come to her, ne2 get her out, ſhe returned a, 
gain to the Fozreft, and above there th2e days, 
and at the laſt ſhe came again to the Palace, 
bearing in her mouth a wozm called Thuman 
and when ſhe came where her poung one was, 
ſhe let the wozm fall upon the Glaſs, by ver- 
tue of which wozm the glaſs bzake, and thi 
poung one flew fozth with her Dam. When, 
the Emperoz ſaw this, he pzaiſed much th! 
Dam of the Wird, which labouxed ſo dili- 
gently to deliver her poung one. 
The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperoz is the Father 
of Yeaven , which greatly loveth them that 
live in perfect love and charity? This little 
bird taken from _— Foxreft, and cloſed in the 


glals, 


a ans oa . a «- 


Bird went out, that is, Adam went 
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Glaſs, was Adam our fozefather , which 
was exiled out of Paradiſe and put into the 
Glaſs, that is, Bell, This hearing the Dam 
of the Eird, that is the Don of God, he del⸗ 
cented from Heaven, unto the Fo2reft of 
the weld, and lived there thee days, bear- 
ing with him a wozm, that is, Pan⸗hood, ac- 
coꝛding to the Pſalmiſt, Iam a worm and no man. 
This was fiain among the Jews, of whole 
blood the veßel external was bzoken, and the 
foꝛth 
with his Dam the Sen ok God, and flew to 
Meaven. 
The Argument. 

A clean Spirit and undefiled Soul is the Daughter of 
God, ſo dear unto him that he beſtows her not upon 
the rich man wanting wiſdom, but upon the poor man 
that is wiſe, and liveth in his fear, which if ſhe have 
at any time tranſgres d by frailty of fleſh, then ſeeketh 
ſhe for recovery of her health by the medicine of amend- 
ment of life: ſuch a ſoul ſhall be eſpouſed to Chriſt, aud 
live with him in the world ro come everlaftingly. 

The tourth Hiſtory. 

Omtime reigned in Rome a woꝛthy Em⸗ 
peroz and a wiſe, which had a fair daugh⸗ 

ter and a gracious in the ſight of every man 2 
This Emperoz bethought him one dap, to 
whom he might give his daughter in marri⸗ 
age reaſoning thus: Ik J give my Daugh- 
ter to a Rich man, and he be a Fool, then is 
the loft > but if J give her to a pooz and a wile 
5 man, 
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man, then may he get his living by his wil⸗ 
dome. 4 
There was at that time dwelling in the 
City of Rome, a Philoſopher named Socrates, 
poo2 but wile, which came to the Emperoz 
and laid, My Eo2d, be not dilpleaſed though | 
J put kozth my Petition betoze your High⸗ 
n eſs, the Cmpero? ſaid, ſpeak on; then ſaid So. 
crates, My Lozd, pe have a Daughter whom 
.J deſire above all things, The Emperoz an- | 
ſwered and ſaid, My friend, I fall give ther 
my Daughter to Wife on this condition, | 
that if ſhe dye in fellowſhip atter that fhe is 
eſpouſed to thee, thou ſhalc without deubt 
loſe thy head. Then laid Socratcs upon this 
condition J will gladly take her to my wile, | 
The Emperoz hearing this, called all the Lozds 
and States of his Empire and made a great 
feaſt at their Wedding, And after the feaſt | 
Socrates led home his wife to his own Mouſe, 
where they lived in peace and health long time. 
Lunt at the laſt the Emperozs Danghter ſick⸗ | 
ned to death almoſt, When Socrates percetv- | | 
kd this, he laid to himſelf, Alas and woe is 
me, what ſhall J do, and whether ſhall J fle, if 
the Empero2s Daughter that is mp wife ſhould; 
die: And koz ſozrow this Socrates went to a | 
Forreſt there beſide and wept bitterly, 
Then while he thus wept and moww'd, there 


came an mes man having a aff in his hand | 
and 


j 
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and asked Hin why he wonnen. ' Socrates aits 
lwered and farts; 4 eippvity ter Emperozs 
daughter upen this centaston, that it the tie 
in my icliowfhip, 4 0 cult (ac my lte: now the 
is ſickned to drath alntett, ang ; tan nud uo re⸗ 
me dy noz r erk. 

Then faiv the old wen, be bf 1 6095 tömlozt 
foz J hall help jun if ye wilt bo after mp 
counſel : In this tore bt if 4 herbs, it you 
make dznk of rhe heit tu rar wir, end of 
the other two a Plaſter, and if pe ule this 
medicinal bzink andplaiffcr in due time, with 
out doubt the all recover her periec Health, 
Socrates did all that the olu nau bad (aug he 
him. And when his wife hab nico a while 
that medicinal dunk ani platfier , within 
ſhozt time (ſhe was perlenlyp whoſerof all ber 
ſicknelxd. And when the Cirtpcrs2 heard that 
Socrates had ſu recovered his wile, he pzomoted 
him to great honour, 

The Moral. | 

Dear friends, the Emperoꝛ is our Low 
Jelus Chu, his Daughter lo fair and lo gra- 
cious is the Soul, made to the ümilitude ok 
God which is lo mlozious i in the fight ol him 
and ol his Angels while that the is not defiled, 
but abideth in her own proper cleaunels, This 
Soul God would not give it toa rich man, but 
to a pooz, that is, a man ilar is made of the 


| an ok the earth. 


Thi is Socratcs is @ 28 me Gn, tor why 
W 2 | vers | 
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every man cometh pooz and naked into this 


wozld from his Mothers belly, and every man 
takes his ſoul in wedlock upon ſuch conditi⸗ 


on that if ſhe die in his fellowſhip by deadly 
ſin, without doubt he ſhall loſe eternal life, 
Therefoze O thou man, if thy wife ſicken 


though frailty of fleſh, unto fin, do then as 


Socrates did, go unto the Fogreſt, that is, 
the Church of Chziſt, and thou ſhalt find 
there an old man with a ffaff, that is, a dil⸗ 
crect Pꝛeacher, which all Piniſter unto 


* 


the theſe thae herbs, whereof may be com⸗ 
fected the Medicine of thy recovery unto 
health. The firſt herb is acknowledging of 


ſin; the lecond is repentance: and the third is 
newneſs of life, accozding to the will of God: 
If theſe herbs be uled in a plaiſter, the ſin- 
ner without doubt ſhall receive his health, 


and his ſoul ſhall be delivered from ſin, and 


aſſuredlp he ſhall have everlaſfing life; Unto 


the which bzing us our Lozd Jeſus Chuſt, 
The Argumuent, 


Many foolifh Ideots of the world, which flow in abun- | 


dance of worldly wealth and pomp, thinking they ſhall 
live here always, are laboured unto by the preachers of 
Gods word, and admoniſhed of their momentany felict- 
ties, and prepare themſelves in beſtowing well their ſhort 
time here, that they may injoy the bleſſings of everlaſt- 
ing felicity in the world to come. 


The fifth Hiſtory. 
—— there reign'd in Rome a mighty 


Emperoz and a wiſe, named Frederick, 


who 


* @.. lk r 
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Geſta Romanorum, 
who had one onelp ſon whom he loved much, 


This Emperoꝛ when he lap at point of death 


called unto him his ſon, and laid: Dear ſon, 
J have a Ball of Gold, which J charge thee 
on my bleſſing, that thou anon after mp death 
ſhalt give to the verieſt fool thou canſt find, 
Then laid his Son: By Lo2d without doubt 
pour will ſhall be fulfiled: Anon this poung 
Low after the death of his father, went and 
ſought many Realms, and found many wzetch⸗ 
leſs fools, but becauſe he would perfo2m his 
fathers will, he ſought till he came to a Realm 
where the law was ſuch, as every pear a new 
King was choſen, who had the ruling of the 
Kealm fo2 one pear onlp, and at the pears 
end he was depoſed and exiled into an Jfland 
where he finiſhed his life in miſery, When 
the Emperozs Don came to this Realm, the 
new King was choſen with great honour, and 
b2zought unto his Regal ſeat with much mu- 
ſick and great reverence, And when the Em- 
pero? ſaw that, he came unto him, and ſalu- 
ted him reverently, ſaying: Py Lod, lo J 
give pou this ball of gold, on mp Fathers bes 
half. Then laid he: J pzap the tell me the 
caule why thou giveſt me this ball: Then 
anſwered he, and laid: My Father charged 
me on his death bed, that J ſhould give thts 
Ball to the moſt fool J could find: where- 
toze J have ſought many Realms, and have 
kound many fools, but a moze fool than * 


B 3 


Ih Hiſtory of 


4 never founy : {oz it is unknown to thee 
that thou fhaic reign but a prar, and at the 
vrars end thou alt be exiled into uch a 
place, whereas thou ffalt die d miterable 
death: Wherckoze J hold thee woſt fol as c- 
ver Jkound, {v2 as much as 1 the Lo2dfli ip 
ok a ptar thou wilt lo wilfullp tic thy kelk; 
and. therefsze 4 give thee this Ball. Then 
laib tbr Tang, Mithout doubt thau laiſt 
truip, and en while Jam now in full 
reer o_ 200 5 —_ E * ſend bekoze me 
great tr .."wherewich. 2 may ſuſtain mp 
keln from m lerallle death, when J ſhall be 


PYECD and pat { OWN, And fo this was done: 


and at the PLats end when he was criled, he 
lived there in BLALL and quietnels, and alter⸗ 
a rds died a good bcath. 


The Moral. 
Dear tricuvs, this Emperoz is the Father 
Peaven, the which begueached the Wall, 
that is, Wozibip riches to fals and Ideots, 
_ vhs ſavsur nothing bur what is  eacthly, 
This. Emperos Son, is a Pꝛeacher 62 dil⸗ 


crkt Piniſter that tranellech about many 
Reahus aud Lands, to ſew unbeliving 


men and tocts their peril. The Realm 


mher ein no King might a reian bt ft a Pear, is 


the world. Fo2 whoſe liveth 8 hundzed 


Pears, when ye piety he call leem to habe | 
lived 
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Geſta Romanorum 
lived but the ſpace of an pear: therekoze do 


as the King did while you be in power ok life, 


ſend bekoze pou pour treaſure, that is firm 
Faith in Chziſts merits, and the fruits of 
Gods Wozd, pꝛocteding from the lame; then 
certainly when we be exiled cut ok this 
Mozld we ſhall live in peace, and ſhall 
find the mercy of God plentikully, whereby 
we fall obtain eternal like. Unto which 
bzings us, he that foz us ſhed his precious 
blood. 
The Argument. 

The evil diſpoſed men of this world are here adver- 
tiſed of their greedy griping after t he ſweet remprations 
of the Devil, wherein ſuch do rejoyce till death cometh 


fuddenly upon them, and then they fall into the horrible 
pit of deſolate darkneſs, due to their deſert, 


The fixth Hiſtory. 

locleſion reigned in the City of Rome 
in whole Empire dwelt a noble Philo⸗ 
ſopher, who by his Art ſet up an Image in 
the midſt of the City of Rome, which Image 
ſtretched gut his Arm, and his kozꝛmoſt 
finger, whereupon food this Poſie waiten 
in Latine: Percute hic, Strike here. This 
Image after the death of the Philoſopher 
ſtood a long time, aud manp great Clarks 
came koz to read the ſuperſcription that was 
on the finger, but none underſtood it: 
wherefoze the people wondzed much. At 


The Hiſtory of 


laſt a long time after, there came a ſfrange | 


Clark out of a far Country, and when he ſaw | 
the Image, he read the luperlcription, Strike 
here. And then upon a day when he ſaw the 
ſhadow of the hand, he took a Mattcck, and 
bzoke up the ground under the hand where the 


ſhadow was, acco2zding to the under ſtanding 


of the ſupgerſcription, and anon he found an 


houle all of Marble unverneath the ground, | 
wherein he found lo much Riches, fo many 


Jewels, and ſo great marvels as he never 
ſaw bcfoze, And at laſt he law a table ready 
covered, and all manner of things necefiary 


| 


| 


2 


thereto, ſet therenpon. Be farther beheld 


and ſav! a Carburcle in the Hall that light⸗ 


ed all the houſe. And again this Carbun- | 


cle on the other fide, ſtod a man Helting a 
Wow in his hand, and an Arrow ready to 
ſhot, The Clerk marvelled much when he 
ſaw all theſe things, and thought with him⸗ 
ſelf, that if J cell this fozth, there will no 
man belicve me, and therekoze J will have 
ſomcwhat of theſe goods in token thereof, 


And with that he ſaw a knife of Gold upen | 


the Table, the which he took, and would 
have put it in his boſome, but then the Arch- | 
er [mote the Carbuncle and bzake it, where⸗ 
by the whole houſe was ſhadow and made | 
dark, which when the Clerk perceived wept 


moſt bitterly, koz he knew no wap to get _ | 
05 
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foz as much as the houſe was made dark 
thzough the bzeaking of the Carbuncle. And 
the darkneſs abode there fo2 ever after. And 
ſo finiſhed the Clerk his life there in that 
darknels. The Moral, 

Dear friends, this Image thus ſtanding 
betokens the Devil, which laith ebermoze, 
Strike here, that is, ſcek after wozldly riches 
and not fo2 heavenly treaſure. This Clerk 
that digged with the Pattock, doth betoken 
the wozldly wiſe men ok this wozld, as evil 
diſpoſed pleaders of the Law, crafty Attoz⸗ 
neps, and other wicked wozldlings, that be e- 
ver ſmiting what by right, and what by 
w2ong, lo that they may get the vanities of 
the wozld, and in their lmiting they find 
great wonders, that is, they find therein 
the delights of the wozld, wherein many men 
rejoyce. The Carbuncle that giveth light 
is the pouth of man, which giveth hardineſs 
to take their pleaſure in wozldly riches. The 
Archer with his Arrow is Death, which lays 
watch againſt man to flay him. The Clerk 
that took up the knife, betokeneth every 
wouldlp man; that coveteth ever to have all 
things to his will, Till death ſmiceth the 
Carbuncle , that is, the youth, ffrength 
and power of man, and then lyeth he wzap⸗ 
ped in the darkneſs of ſin, in which darkneſs 
oftentimes he dpeth. There 

Theres 


The Hiſtory of 
Thereſe Judy we tofly the Uo2ld, and her 
vain del:&his. and then we that be ſure to win 
everlaſſinx lile, unto which Chult Jelus 
bzing us, Amen. | 


Tie Argument. 

We are here generally put in mind, that the Devil be- 
fieging the World, our Champion Chriſt Jeſus be 
ready to take our quarrel into his own hand, whoſe 
deſcending and ſaving us from the invaſion and fir- 
cumvention of Satan, is yet accurſed for us a8 a 
tranſpreſſor, an is conteut to ſuffer death for our full 
Juſtification, 
| The Seventh Hiſtory. 

N Rome dmelt lometime © mighty Empe⸗ 
KF roz named Titus, who g22atncy in his days 
fuch-a Law, thi, what Knight died in the 
Empire thould be buried in his armour, and 
whoſoever pꝛelum'd to ſpoil any Bnight of his 
Armour afcer he was dead, thould dpe with⸗ 
out any gain⸗ſaping. It befel after kaw years 
that a City of the Empire was in danger of 
loſing, foz none that were in the City 
cauld defend themſelves by any manner of 
nolicy, wherefoze great lozrow and lamen- 
tation was made th2oughout the City. 

Wut at laſt within few days there came 
to the City a poung Knight woll-favoured, 
and valiant in tears of Arms, whom the 
 wozthy men of the City beholding, and un⸗ 
derſtanding his p2oweſs, crped to him with 
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Geſta Romanorum 


one veice 2 © thou moſt noble Knight, we bo⸗ 


lech the to help us now at our moſt need fo2 
pou may lte this City is like to be loſt: Thew- 
he anſwered and ſais Dirs, ye \& J have no 
Armour bit if J bad, i would defend your 
City. | 

This hearing o mighty man of that City, he 
ſaid to him lecret p: Sir, here lived lome⸗ 


time a valiant Bnight who now is dead any 


buried within the City, and ik it pleaſe pou 


to take his Armour pe map dekend this 


City and deliver us krom peril, and that 
will be honour unto pon, and p2ofit unto the 
City, 

The young Knight hearing this, went to 


the Gzave, and arrayed Himſelf with the 


Armour: and after much fight obtained the 
vickozy, and delivered the City. Which 
done, he laid the Armour again in the 
Gave, Wnt there were ſome men of the 
City who envyed him becauſe he had obtain- 
ed the victo2p, and accuſed him to the Judge, 
laying thus: Sir, a Law was made by the 
Emperoz, that whoſoever delpoiled any dead 
night of his Armour ſhould dye. This 
young Knight found a dead night, and 
took away his Armour, thereioze J beſeech ther 
that thou pꝛocced in law againſt him With e⸗ 
uit p and Juſtice, in giving him levere puniſh⸗ 
ment foz lo oftending the law. Wihen the judg 
heard 


The Hiſtory of 


heard this, he made the Knight to be taken 
and when he was examined of this his trel⸗ 
paſs againſt the Law, he ſaid thus: Sir, it 


ts wzitten in the Law, that of two harms | 


the leaſt is to be choſen, It is not unknown 
fo pou, that this City was in peril co be 
loſt, and had J not taken this Armour, J had 
neither ſaved you noz the City, thercfoze 
methinks you ought rather to honour me foz 
this good ded that J have done, than thus 
ſhamekully to repzove me: fo2 Jam led as he 
that 1s ready to be hanged, Alſo good Dirs, 
another thing J may alledg koz my excuſe ; 
he that ſtealeth oz robbeth violently, purpo⸗ 
ſeth not to reſtoꝛe the thing which he ſtealerh: 
but it is not thus with me; fo2 though J tok 
the Armour of the dead Knight koz your de- 


—j—— — — — oo — — — 


fence and ſafegard, when J had obtained the 
victozy, J bare it again to the ſame place, 
and to the dead Knight whole it is by the Law. 


Then ſaid the Juſtice , a thief that bzcak- 
eth a houſe that he may ſteal and bear away 


ſuch as he can find, although he bzing again 
that he hath taken, A ask of thee if that the 


| 
| 


bzeaking of the houſe be lawful oz not, 
The Knight anſwered, ſometimes the bzcak- | 


ing of the houſe may be good, whereas it is 
made in a feeble place, which would cauſe 


the Paſter of the Bouſe to make his wall 


ſtronger, that the Theves alter bzeak not by | 


foꝛce 
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Geſta Romanozum. 
foice the walls ſo lightly, foꝛ avolding of moze 
Then ſaid the Judge, ik the bꝛeaking of 


the houſe be good, nevertheleſs in that 
breaking, violence is done to the Tozd of 


the houſe : And ſo though thou didſt reſtoze 


the Armour of the dead Knight, neverthe⸗ 
leſs, thou didſt wrong to the dead Knight in 
taking away his Armour. The Knight ſaid, 
J have told pou, that of two harms the leaſt 
is to be choſen, and that harm where through 
great goodneſs cometh, cught not to be cal⸗ 
led harm, it ſhould rather be called good, 
Foz if a hcuſe within the City were on fire 
and began to burn, it were better that thee 
oz four houſes thereby ſhould be th2own to the 
ground, than that they ſhould be ſet on fire 
alſo, whereby all the City would be burned; 
right ſo, if the Armour of the dead Knight 
had not been taken the City had been loff, 
And when the Judge heard that he anſwerep 
ſo well and ſo reaſonably, he could give 
no judgment againſt him. But they who had 
accuſed this Knight, flew him: foz whoſe 
death there was great weeping thzoughout 
all the City, and is body was honourablp bu⸗ 
ried in a new Tomb. 


The Moral. | 
Dear friends, this Emperoz is the Father 


The Hiſtory of 


of heaven, and this City is the wozld, which is 


beſieged of the Devil and deadly fin 3 and as 


many as were within the City, were all in | 


peril to be loſt. This young knight that came to 
the City is our JLozd Jcſus n, who had. 
not the Armour of humanitp, till he went to 
the grave, that is, the womb ok the glorious 
Uirgin Mary, by the annuntiation ok the 
Angel, laping, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall light on 
thee, and lo thou ſhalt conceive and bear a Son, 
And thus in the womb of che Uirgin he took 
the Armour of the dead Katght, that is, the mans 
hood of A am cur fozekather, anv ſaved the City 
that is, the wozlv aud mankind, by his bleſ- | 
led paſſio1 rhat he ſuffered on the Crols, and 
he put che Armour again into the grave, when 


| 


| 


his bleficd body was buried; but the Citizens | 


envied him, that is, the Jews accuſed him to | 


Pilate, ſaying ; It thou ſuffer him thus, thou art | 


not Czlars friend? we have a Law? and after the 


La he ought to dic, Jo b. 19. 21. And thus our 


L.92d Jelus Chziſt ok his enemies was con- 
demned to the death of the Croſs, and akter 


alcended up to heaven, whecher he will bing | 


us. Amen. 
Tine Argument. 


The fornication of the wicked worldly men is 


here directed by the providence oi God, and 
by his gracious favour, the ſinner is delive red 
out of thraldom of fin, unto the liberty of lite 
everlaſiing. The 
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The cighth Hiſtory. 
Here reign'd, ſometime in Rome a migh⸗ 
ty Emperez and a wiſe, named Berold, 
who o2dainev a Law, that what woman was 
taken in adulterp, her hustand being ative the 
ſhould be caſt into perpetual pziſon. There 
was at that time a Knight tal had a fair Ladp 
to his wife, who commitieb aeulterp, her hul⸗ 
band being alive, and was with child, thereloze 
by the Law the was put in puſon, Where in 
ſhoꝛt time ſhe was vebiverer of a fair ſon. The 
child revs np cill be was {ver yrars old, and his 
mother daily wept bitterly 4 winch when the 
child heard, he laid wifu ber, £ Mother why 
weep ye thus 2 and fo) what tautt are yen thus 
perplexed? Then leid hie ster, © my 
lwert Don, A have great cauie te moutn, and 
thou alſo, foz above our heads are people 
walking and the Hun ſhineth in clearnels, aud 
we be here continually in tuch darkneſs, that 
Jcan ncither le ther noz thou me: alas that 
cver J conceived thre. Then lam the Son 
luch joy as peu ſprak of, J never law, koz A 
was bozn here in this darkneſs, therefoze if 
J had mcat and vzink enough J ſhould live 
here all my life, Therefoze Mother weep not 
but be chearful. This lamentaivun that was 
between the Porher and the Gon the Emperozs 
Steward heard, that Neod above their hcads, 
whereof he hav great compälnien, and went 
(6 


The Hiſtory of 


to the Emperoz, and kneling beſought him 
of his Gzace, that the Mother and the Son 
might be delivered out of pziſon, The Em⸗ 
peroz as a merciful Lozd, granted that they 
ſhould be delivered, Nevertheleſs, ik they 
treſpaſlcd lo in time ts come, they ſhould be 
puniſhed with double pain. And after ſhe | 
was delivered ſhe lived joyfully. ( 
The Moral. k 
Dear friends, this Cmperoz is Father of| uv 
Peaven that made the Law, that what mar 6 
tl 
1 
bi 


ried woman, that is, what ſoul that is eſpoul- | 
ed to the Kozd, and doth commit adultery, that 
is, doth wozſhip ſtrange Gods, ſhould be caſt 
into the Pꝛiſon of Hell; therekoze the finful | 
ſon6 hath great cauſe to weep, fo2 he is de⸗ n 
barred from light, that is, from the joys of ti 
Heaven, Mer Son that deſired meat and dzink, w 
are the wealthy wicked Wozdlings that A 
ſay to the Pzeachers that pꝛeach unto them to 
the joys of Heaven, that while we map live ro 
and have all the ſolace of the wozld, we de⸗ co 
fire no other Yeaven, The Steward that al 
heard their Lamentation, is the Lo2d Jelus an 
Chaift, who knowing all the p2ivities of out fat 
ſoxrowful and repentant hearts foz our ſins, gt! 
beſought the Father ef Meaven foz us, that mi 
we might be delivered from the paiſon of fin,| ne 
and ſo come to everlaſting Life. Unto which| fir 


he bzing us all, Amen. me 
ung ) The 


| 


Geſta Romanorum. 
The Argument. 


Chriſt Proclaimeth the joyful Feaſt of Heaven, hs 


the Lame, that is, the poor Preachers of the Goſpel, hav- 

ing their ſight of Knowledge in Gods Word, ſupported 

by the blind Laity, and each murually comforcing o- 

thers, they approach unto the pro laimed Feaſt or 

perpetual felicity. 

The Ninth Hiſtory. 

Dmetime in Rome dwelt an Emperoz 

named Pompey, who above all other things 
was mercikul. This Tmperoz pꝛoklaimen 
thzoughout all his Empire a great Fealt, any 


| that poo2 and rich ould come tothe Fealt, any 


wheſever came to that Feaſt ſhould not only 
be well fed, but alſo ſhould have great giktg. 
When the Perald bad warned all man- 
ner of men to come to this Feaſtz at that 
time there were two paz men lying by the 
way, the one being lame, and the other blind, 
Alas, ſaid one of theſe men to the othet, woe 
to us both, hew ſhall we. pa,; foz the Empe⸗ 
ro2 hath pꝛoclaimed a Fcalf, and wholoever 
cometh thicher, ſhall not anly. be well fed; but 


allo ſhall have great gifts, and J am blind, 


and thou art lame, Bom ſhall we vo? Then 
ſaid the lame man to the lind man. J thall 
give ther god counſel, ik thon wilt do after 
me; J am lame and feble, and may nat go, 
nevertheleſs J can lc, aud thou art blind, but 
ſtrong: take thou me upon thy back, aud bear 
me, and J ſhall direct a" right way, and thus 

we 


The Hiſtory of | 


we ſhall both come to the Emperozs Feaſt, | 
Then ſaid the blind man let it be ſo, get thou 
on my back, aud J ſhall bear the, and guide 
thou me, and ſo they did, and came both | 
the feaſt, and recetved great rewards, and after | 
ended their lives in peace. | 
The Moral. | 
Dear friends, this Emperoz is our Savi⸗ 
our Jeſus Chziſt, that pꝛoclaimeth a Feaſt, 
that is, the joys of Yeaven, unto the which 
joys he calleth all mankind, and fozſaketh 
no man that will come unto him. This lame 
man betokeneth the yz Piniſters of the Gol⸗ 
pel which wanting wonldly wealth, live by 
the Pꝛovidence of God; and this blind man 
betokeneth the Lay⸗ man, who know not the 
tight way to Yeaven. It behoveth the blind | 
man, that is, the Lay-men, to bear the lame 
man, that is, the Piniſters of the Goſpel, | 
ſuſtaining and ferding them with the duties of | 
the Church: and the Piniſters of Gods cauſe 
are bound to teach and to infoꝛm us in the way / 
to Peaven, whereas we ſhall not only have a 
Feaſt, but alſo great reward and joy. Unto 
which God bzing us all. Amen. | 
| The Argument. 
Heaven and Hell are here compared to two Cities, theſe | 
Cities are two contrary ways : to Heaven (which b 
the City of all Heavenly treaſure and felicity) is a 
narrow, crooked, craggy, and painful way, having | 


three Enemies, the Devil, the World and the Fleſh. | 
To 
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To Hell (being the City or fink of ſorrow and ſadneſs.) 
2 fair way, broad, plain, and eaſie, having three guides 
that is, Pride of life, Covetouſneſꝭ of the eyes, and 
Concupiſence of the Fleſh, 


The Tenth Hiſtory. 

Ometime in Rome dwelt an Emperoz 

named Folliculus, who was very wiſe and 
merciful in all his wozks, This Emperoz 
builded in the Caſt a noble City, wherein he 
put all his Trealure to be kept, Unto this 
City the way was ſtonp, full of Bzambles 
and ſharp Thozns, and thzw Knights were 


armed ready to fight with them that would 


come to that City. Therekoze the Emperoz 
ozdained that whoſoever overcame theſe Unighs, 
ſhould enter the Citp, andtake at his will of the 
Emperozs Treaiure. After that this Empe⸗ 
ro2 did make in the Noth a City, wherein he 
ozdained all manner of pain, ſozrow, and toz⸗ 
menting toz Palefkaitozs, to which was a bzoad 
wap verp delectable, growing full of 'Roſes 
and fair Lillies, and in their wap were the 
Knights ever waiting, if any man came towards 
the City of the Nozth, to ſerve him with all 
manner of delicates and neceſſary p2oviſion 2 
And if it foztuned that any man did enter with 
in that City, the cuſtome was ſuch, that the 
people would bind him Pand and Foot, and caſt 


him into Paiſon, there to abide the ſentence of 


the Judge: 87 
C 2. When 
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When this was cryed throughout all the 
Empire, there were two Knights dwelling 
in one City, one named Jonatas, who was 
a wife man, the other called Pirrhus, who was 
a Fool, nevertheleſs there had continued between 
them great love. This Jonatas laid to Pirrlius : 
Dear friends, there is a common cry made 


thoughout all the Land, that the Emperoz 


bath made a City in the Caſt, whercin he hath 
put his treaſure, and wholoover map enter that 


City, ſhall take what he will of the treaſure 3 | 


there foze let us go thither. 

Then laid Pirrhus: Thy Counlel is good, 
let us go. The wiſe Lnight ſaid 2 il it be fo 
that thou wilt follow mp counſel, J pꝛap thee 
that faithful frientſhip may continue be- 
tween us, and in token of love thou ſhalt 
v2ink mp blwod, and J will dzink thine, on 
this condition, that neither of us leave other 
in this journey. The fooliſh Knight laid, 
it pleaſeth me right well, therefoze they were 
boch let blod, and cach of them dzank others 
blod. When this was done, they went kozth 
rogether on their journey, and when they 


had gone thiie days journey toward the City 


where their treaſures were, they came to a 


place where were two' ways, one ſharp; end | 


ſtony, and full of Thoms, the other fair 


and plain, and full of Delights. Then ſaid | 
rhe wiſe Knight to his kellow: Dear friend, | 


here 
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here are two ways, one ſlarp and thoznp; 
nevertheleſs, ik we go this way, we ſhall come 
to a City that is fo rich, and there we fall 
have that we deſire. Then laid the falifh 
Knight to his fellow, J wonder greatly at 
vou, that you will ſpeak ſuch things, foz 
J will rather believe mine eyes than pour 
wozds. J le here openly, and ſo do pou, that 


here is a hard wap, and full of thomns; and 


as J have heard, there be thze Champions 
armed in this wap readp to fight againſt all 
men that go towards the City of the Eaſt, and 
thereſoze J will not go that way, but here is 
(as you map Le) another way plain and caſte 
to walk in, and in this way are th2e Lnichts 
ready to ſerve us, and give all manner of 
things delightful fo2 us: and therekoze by 
this way J will go, and not by that other 
wap. Then ſaid the wiſe Anight, certainly 
if we go by tha: way, we ſhall be lcd into 
the City of the Nozth, wherein there is no 
mercy, but perpetual pain and ſozrow, and 
there we fjall be taken and bound, aud caſt 
into Pꝛilon. Certainly ſaid the foliſh Knight 
this wap is the ready way, and as J believe 
it is moꝛe p2ofitable than the other way. Then 
went they both fo2th the fair way, and anon 
thzg Knights met with them, which recei⸗ 
ved them cotrteouflp foz one night, and 


| gave them all manner of chings that were 


| 


T3 pleaſant 
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pleaſant to them. And on the moꝛrow, they 


took their journey fozth toward the. City ns | 


when they were within the City, anon the 
Emperoꝛzs Officers met with them, and ſaid: 
Friends, why came pe hither? inſomuch that 
ye knew the Law of this City is ſo cruel of 
long time heretokoze, ſurely ye ſhall be ſerved 
now after the Law. Anon they took the wiſe 


Knight, and bzought him, and caſt him into 


p2iſon „and after that they took the fooliſh 

night, and bound him faſt, and caſt him 
into a Ditch. Son alter it befel, that the 
Judge came to the City to give judgment on 
them that had treſpaſſed the Law, and anon 


all the pziſoners were bꝛought fozth befoze- 


the Judge, among whom theſe two Knights 
were bꝛought fozth, one from p2iſon, and the 
other from the Ditch, Then ſaid the oe | 

Lnight to the Judge: Py reverend Lozd, J 
complain of my fellow that he is guilty of 
my death: fo2 when we two came to the two 
ways, whereof the one led to the City of the 
Caſt; and the other to this City, J told him 
all the peril of this City, and the reward 
of that other City, but he would not believe | 
me, but laid to me in this wiſe: J will believe | 
mine own eyes better than thy wozds, and be- 
cauſe he was my fellow, J would not let him 
go alone in this wap: and thus came J with 
him, wherefoze he is the cauſe of my death, 
Then 
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Then laid the fooliſh Knight, J complain that 
he is the cauſe of my death 2 loꝛ it is not un⸗ 
known to you all, that J am a fool and he a 
wiſe man , and "therefoze he ſhould not ſo 
lightly have followed my folly, foz if he had 
forſaken this way, J ſhould have followed him, 
and therefoze he is the cauſe of my death. 
Then ſaid the Judge to the wiſe Knight, be 


* | cauſe that thou with all thy wiſdom, ſo lightly 


conſentedſt and followedſt the will of the fool, 
and his fooliſh wozks : and thou fool, becauſe 
thou didſt reject the good counſel and advice 
of the wiſe, and woyldſf not believe him, 

JI give Judgment, that pe both be hanged 
foz your treſpaſs and ſo it was done, Mhere⸗ 


| foze all men pꝛaiſed greatly the Judge koz his 


dilcreet Judgment, 
The Moral. 
Dear kriends, this Emperoz is Almighty 


| God, and in the Eaſt is the City of Meaven 


wherein is treaſure infinite: And unto this 
City is a hard way and full of ZThozns, that 
is the way of Repentance, by which way 


full few walk: foz it is hard and ſtraight 
|" accozding to the holy Scripture, ſaying thus, 


Arca elt via que ducit ad vitam, It is a 
ſtraight way that leadeth to everlaſting like. 


In this way are thzee armed Knights, that 
is the Devil , the Moꝛld, and the Fleſh + 


with whom it behoveth us to fight, and to 
T 4 obtain 
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obtain the victozy befoze we may ccme to Yea |' 


ven. The ſecond City that is in the Noth 
is Yell; and to this accozdeth che Scripture, 


ſaping thus, Ab aquilone ponetur omne ma 


lum: Out of the No2th cometh all evil. Ceres 
tainly to this City the way ts plain and bꝛoad 
and walled about cn every fide with all manner 
of delights, wherekoze many men walk by 
this wap. The three Knights that give to 
every man going this wap, what thing they 
pleaſe, are theſe : Puide of lite, Tovetouſneſs 
of the eyes, and Concupilcence of the fleſh: in 
which thze the wꝛetched man greatly delight, 


ech, and at the laſt they lead him to Bell. 
This witty Knight beeokeneth che ſoul, and 


the fooliſh night betokeneth the fleſh, which 
is always fwliſh, and at all times ready to 
do evil. Thele two are fellows and knit 


in one: foz either of them dzink others 


blood; that is, they fall drink ok one cup 
either ol joy oꝛ pain, which they fall have after 
the day of Doom. 

The Soul chuleth the wap of repentante, 
and in as much as ſhe may, ſhe ſtirreth the 
Fleſh to da the ſame, Eut the Fleſh never 
thinketh what all come after, and therefor 
the gocth in the delights of this Wold, and 
fipeth the vertue of Repentance, And thus 
the Soul after death is caſt into Hell, and the 
Fleſh is caſt into the Ditch, that is, into the 


Gave. 
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' Gzave, Wnt when the Judge rometh, that 


is, our Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt, at the laſt dap to 
judge all man⸗kind: Then the Soul ſhall 


compiain upon the Fleſh, and the Fleſh upon 


the Soul: Wut then the Judg that cannot 

be decetvez ſhall condemn the Soul, becauſe 

ſhe followed the frailty of the Fleſh, and the 

Fleſh becauſe it would not believe the Soul. 

Wherefoze let us ſtudy to tame our Fleſh that 

we may obep God, and then we ſhall have 

eternal likfñe. Unto which bzing us our Lozd 

Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 

Tae Argument. 

The Soul of man beiug poſſeſt of the Princely Territory 
of Paradice, was by the Devil provoked to ſin againſt 
his Creator, and for the ſame tranſgreſſion (being 
thence into the world exiled) loft that heritage : bur 
by Chriſts bleſied Death and Paſſion was reſtored to a 
more happy Heritage of everlaſting Felicity. 


The Eleventh Hiſtory. 

There dwelt fomct:me in Rome a mighty 
Emperoꝛ named Frederick, which had no 
Child but one only Daughter, to whom 
this Emperoz after his deceale begueathed 
all his Empire. This underſtanding an Cart 
that dwelt there beſide, he came to this young 
Lady, and woed her, and pꝛovoked her to 
ſin all that he might: whereby this young 
Lady in ſhozt p2oceſs of time inclined to the 
Carl, and this Carl anon lay with her, and 
defilcy 
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vefiſed her: and after that, He dzave her fram 
her Heritage, and exiled her out of che Empire, 
wherefoze ſhe made great lamentation , and 
fled unto a Realm there beſide, where ſhe daily 
wept and mourned, 

It befel after ene day, that while ſhe ſate 
mourning by rhe High-way ſide, there came 
riding by her a fair peung Knight upon a 
Vozſe , who came towards her a great 
pace, and very courtzouſiy ſaluted her, ask- 
ing her the cauſe why ſhe mouvned fo lo2e, 
Then anſwered ſhe, and laid: Py Reverend 
Low, J am an Emperozs Daughter, del⸗ 
cended of the Royal blood, my Father is dead, 
who left me all his Empire, becauſe he had 
no other Heir. And after his deceaſe an 
Carl there⸗beüde deceived me, - defloured 


my Uircinity, and after that, he put me vio⸗ 


lently out of my Peritage, ſo that now J am 
fain to beg my bꝛead from dooz to doo?, 
and this is the cauſe of my ſozrow. Then 
faid the Knight : Fair Damlel, J have great 
compaſſion on thy beauty and on thy com 
linels: therefoze if thou wilt grant me one 
thing I will fight fo2 thee againff the Earl, 
and J will aſſure thee the victozp : Then laid ſhe 
alas, good ſir, J have nothing that J may give 
unto pou but my lelf; And J ask no mo 
of thee, laid the Knight, but that thou wouldif 
be my wife, and love no man ſo much as 
my 
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me. Then laid ſhe $ Reverend Sir, that A 
will do gladly, and moze if J might. Then 
ſaiv the Kuight : J will that thou do nothing 
foz me, but if it koztune me to die in the fight 


foz the, and obtain the victozp, thou ſhalt 


take mp bloody ſhirt, and hang it upon a beam 
in thy Chamber: and this ſhalt thou do foz 
two cauſes: The firſt is, that whenſoever 
thou beholdeft the ſhirt, thou ſhalt weep foz 
me. The ſecond is, that whatſoever man 
cometh to woe thee to be his wife, thou ſhalt 
then haſtily run unto thy Chamber, and there 
beholding my bloody ſhirt, think heartily with⸗ 
in thy ſelf thus. 

The Lodd of this ſhirt died foz my love in 
battle, by which he recovered my Yeritage, 
God foꝛbid J ſhould take any other man af- 


ter his death. Then ſaid ſhe : Reverend Sir, 


all this Iſhall fulfil by the grace of God. And 
when the Knight heard this, he aſſayed to 
fight againſt the ſaid Carl, and obtained the 
Uictozy, and the Earl was overcome and 
fled, and this young Lady was bꝛought and 
received again into her Peritage, Neverthe- 
leſs, the Knight was deadly wounded in 
the battle, whereof he died: but ere he died 
Je bequeathed his bloody ſhirt unto this 
Damlel, deſiring her to kap her pꝛomile. 


When this young Lady heard of his death, ſhe 


wept loze, fo2 in his ſtirt was is wong thus. 
Think 
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Think on me, and have in mind 
Him that to thee was fo kind. 


Anon when ſhe had received this ſhirt, 
ſhe hanged it upon a beam in her Chamber, | 


and as oft as ſhe beheld it He wept bi:terly, 


It befel not long after, that the States 


of the Empire came to her, and deſired her 
to take an Husband, but chen ſje went to 
her Chamber, and beheld the blodp ſhirt, 
and waxed ſozrowful, and ſaid oktentimes, 


woe and alas thou ſuffereſt death fo: my 


love, and thou alſo recoberedſt again mp Be⸗ 
ritage⸗ God fo2zbiv that J ſtould take avy 
other man but thee. And thus ſhe aniwered 


every man that came to her: and fo they 


went away diſappointed ot their purpoſe, and 
He ended her life in reſt, 


The Mora). | | 
Dear friends, this Emperoꝛ is the Father 
ok Heaven, and his Daughter is the Soul 


of man, made to the ümilitude ok God: to 


whom he gave and bequicathed the Empire 


of Paradiſe, But there came the Carl, that | 


is, the Devil, and p2ovoked her to ſin, when 
ſhe cat ot the Apple, and laid to her thus: 
In what hour ye cat of this Apple ye {hall be 
Gods. Wihercloze we breaking Gods com⸗ 
mandement were exiled out ok Paradice, to 
live in this Told in great wzetchednels, 
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is the Scripture faith: In the ſweat of thy 
face thou halt cat thy Bread. But then 
tame a fair young Unight and a ffrong, 
that is, our Low Zeſus Chziſt, who had 
tompallion upon man⸗kind, and taking up⸗ 


on him our fieſh and blod, gave battle to the 


[Devil and overcame. him: and thus won 


he again our Peruage. Therefoze let us 
do as this poung Ladp did, let us lap this 


 vlody ſhirt, that is, the remembꝛance ok the 
Paſſover of Chziſt on the beam of our hearts, 


let us think our Lo2d Jelus ſhed his pzectous 
klod fo2 us. Aud ifany man, that ie, ok the 
Devil, oz any other weuld ſtir us to fin, let us 
thirk pzeſently cn the paſſion of Chaift laping 


thus: J will take none other but thee, who 


haſt ſed thy blood loz me, and thus fall we 
win everlaſting life, Unto which God bung 
us all, Amen. 


The Argument. 

We are here generally advertiſed of honouring the Sab- 
bath day: how for the redeeming of time, to be oc- 
cupied in Ghoſtly Contemplation, is profitable to the 
Soul and Body. Alſo Preachers of Gods Word often- 
time for ſaying truth purchaſe ill will. If we beſtow 
our talents in the amplifying of our Faith, and fur- 
thering one of another with good works, we ſhall in 
time inherit the fruition of eternal life prepared for 


Chriſt's Elect. 


The Twefth Hiſtory. : 
N Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em 
peroz named Apolonius, who ozdatnev 
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a Law, that every man upon pain of beit 
ſhould celevzate the dap of his Pativity 
This Emperoz called to them a Clerk c 
was hight Virgil, and ſaid £ Py dear Ma 
there be many hainous offences done in m 


Empire contrary to the Law, therefoze 1 


p2ay thee, that thou by thy _— would 
make ſome craft whereby J may know w 
treſpaſſeth againſt the Law pzivatelp oz 
penly, Then ſaid Virgil, Py reverend Lo! 
pour will ſhall be done, anon this Virg 
thieugh his craft made an Image in th 
midſt ok the City of Rome, which denounce 


and told all the Emperozs meſlengers who trel 


paſſed againſt the Law, and who not. The 
was at that time dwelling in the City of Ro 
a Smith that hight Focus, which by no mean 
would celebzate the Nativity of the Empe 
roz. It bekel upon a night as the Smith la 
in his bed, he thought upon the Image thi 
accuſed many men befoze, dzeading left th 
Image would accuſe him, wherefoze he aroſe 
and went to the Image, and laid: Jmakea Uo 


to God, ik thou accuſe me A (fall bzeak thy 


head, and when he had ſaid thus, he went hom 

The Emperoz on the mozrow following len 

Meſlengers to the Image, (as befoze time) 

was accuſtomed) to know and underſtand w 

had treſpaſſed againſt the Law. And to then 

they laid the Image, litt up pour erer a 
e 
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behold what is ingraven in the fozehead. And 
when they looked up, they ſaw this poſte wzit- 
ten. Timesbe changed and men become worſe 
and worſe : for he that will fay the Truth ſhall 
have his head broken. Therefoze go pe fo2th 
to pour Lo2d, and tell him all that pe have 
heard and ſ&n. . The Meſſengers went fo2th 
and told the Emperoz all they had heard and 
len. 

Then laid the Emperoz, arm your ſelves 
and go to the Image, and ik that you find 
any man that hath menaced oz th2eatued to 
hurt the Jmage, bind him Pand and Foot, and 
bing him unto me. Then went the Meſlen⸗ 
gers fozth to the Image, and ſaid to it: tell 
us the truth, ik any man have thzeatned thee, 
and we ſhall revenge the anon. Then ſei 
the Image, take the Smith Focus, foz he is the 


Y 1} man that will not honour the Nativity of the 


 Emperoz 3 Straightwap the Pellengers lcd 
toxth the Smith befoze the Emperoz: and 
there examined him why he kept not the day 
of the Emperozs Nativity in Reverence and 
] Yonoz, accozding to the Laws Then anſwerey 
the Smith, and laid: Reverend Lozd, A beſeech 
| pou that pou will hear mine excuſe, andifJan- 
ſwer not reaſonably to all manner of points 
that pe ſhall ask me, J will yield me fullp ts 
pour grace: then ſaid the @mpero2 J will hear 

thee, and that which is right, that J will do, 
Then 
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Then laid the Smith, J muff have eight 
pence every dap in the week, and them A cans 
not get without great labour, and therckoze 
may not kep that day holy day moze than 
other days. Then ſaid the Emperoz, why 
muſt thou have this eight pence 2 Then ſaid 
the Smith, J am bound to pay daily two 
pence, and two pence J lend, and two pence 


A loſe, and two pence J ſpend :- Then laid 


the Empero2, tell me moze expꝛellp ok thele 
eight pence; Then ſaid the Smith, J am 
bound everp dap to pay two pence to mp Fa⸗ 
ther, foz when J was poung he ſpenc daily two 
pence 'on me, which Jam bound to pap him 


again fo2 his luſtentation: and two pence 3 


loſe on my wife, Then laid the Emperoz, 
why loſeſt thou that two pence on thy wife: 
Then ſaid he: where law pe ever a woman 
but ſhe had one of theſe properties, either ſhe 
was willful and contrary to her Pusband, oz 
hot of complexion: and therefo2e that J give 
her Jlole, and two pence Jlend to my Don, 
wherewith he is ſuſtained, that when J come 
to age and poverty he map pay me two pence 
again, like as J do my Father. And 3 
ſpend two pence on my ſelf in meat and dzink 
and that ts little enough. Then ſaid the 
Gmperoz, thou haſt anſwered weil and wiſely, 
Not long after the Emperoz died, and this 
Smith Focus was choſen to be Empero2, ”w 
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caͤule He ſpent his eight pence ſo wiſely and 
ſo pꝛofitably, and thus he ended his like in 
peace and reſt. | 
The Moral, 
Dear Friends, this Emperoz is ont: bleſſed 
Saviour Jelus Chziſt, which oda ned by 
his holy Law, that everp one ſhould keep holy 


the Sabbath⸗day. This Virgi that — 


— 


that Image is the holy Ghoſt who eſtabliſh⸗ 
ed ameng us P2eachers, to teach vertues and 
repꝛove vices, and they ſhould not ſpate the 
Poz noz the Rich. Wut now ik a Pzeacher 
ſhould ſpeak the truth againſt any. man, he 
ſhall be thzeatned by the enemies of Chziſt, 


that is, by evil men that neither love God 


noz man. @UUiheretoze the Pꝛeacher may 
ſay now a-days, that poſie which was witten 
in the foze⸗head of the Image: Times be 
changed from good to ill, and Men he: daily 
worſe : for whoſo could ſpeak the Truth now 
a-dayes ſhall have his head broken. Therefoze 
it ts ncedfull they be armed; that is, ought 
to be armed with vertuous examples of god life, 
and then they nerd not fear, becauſe they have 
the truth of God to ſtand by them, accozding to 
the Apoſtles ſaying ; If God be for us, who can 
be againſt us? 

By this Smith Focus is underſtood every 
god Chaiftian-man , „ who daily ſhould ſpend 
his time in redeeming everp honrs travel 
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with tome p2ofit Cozporal oz Spiritual: and | 


then ought he to be pꝛelented befoze the Em⸗ 
pero2 3: This Focus paid two pence to the 
Father, and ſo we ſhould pay to our Father 
of Heaven two pence, that is Honour and 
love; foz when we were Childzen of w2etch- 
erneſs, and in bondage, Almighty God ſent 
down to the earth his Son to redem us, ac- 
cozding to St. John, the Evangeltif, ſaying; 
God loved the World ſo well, that he gave 
his only begotten Son for the * of 
the World. Alſo this Focus lent two pence 
to his Son: that is, every Chziſtian man 
cuccht to lend to the Son of God, our 
03d Jeſus Chziſt, true and unfeigned faith, 
and fruitful good Wozks and Deeds in- our 
life, and he will repay us again at the day 
of doom with his heavenly mercp, when 
Soul and Body ffall be gloꝛified, and that 
he is our brother my be pꝛoved by the Text 
of Iſaiab, ſaying, A Child is born to us. This 
Focus loft two pence to his Wife : his Mile 


betokens the ficſh, upon whom thou loleſt two 


pence, that is, unlawful love and con- 
ſeut to fin, becauſe the fleſh-is contrary to 
the ſpirit, and is ever ſubject- to ſin. This 
Focus alſo fpent two pence on himſelf :- by 
the firff penny ye ſhall underſfand repcntance, 


whercat the Angels in Feaven do greatly 
$160 by the ſecond Perner re fall under⸗ 


land 
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ſand perfect perſeverance in amendment of 
life, koz he that abidech to the end Call be 
ſaved, And he chat ſpendeth well theſe two 
pence ſtall abtain everlaſting like; unto which 


| bing us our LozJeſus Chaſt; Amen. 


The Argument. WE 
Man being blind throwgh ſin, and either by infirmity of 
frail fleth, or ſuggeſtion treſpaſſing with evil and lewd. 
company, though God of his mercy be favourable unto 
him in his life time by reaſon of the aforeſaid reſpect, 
et it he accuſtomedly walk on forward in this world- 
y wickedneſs, his wilful blindneſs ſhall not excuſe him; 
bat accuſe him in the day of Judgment, moſt grievouſ- 
ly to have offended God, in abuſing his mercy offered, 
and therefore the leſs worthy to have the reward of 
the ſimple Soul, that repentantly and wich modeſty 
livech to the fruitzon of everlaſting bliſs, 


The Thirteenth Hiſtory. ns: 
Dmetime in Rome dwelt a noble Empe⸗ 
ro2 which among all other vertues loved 
beſf mercy: UWherefoze he c2datned 'a Aaw, 
that every blind man ſhould have an hundzen 
ſtillings by the prar ef his ttealure. It bekt! 
on a dap, that certain men came td 8 Tavern 
to d2ink/ Wine, and that thefe men Hat fits 
ten in the Tavern thiee days, the fourth 


dap they were greacly in debt foz the Wine: 


wherefore the Wintner came to them and 
demanded Ponep fo2 bis Wine: Then 


| ſaid one of the Dzinkers, Sirs, the Em⸗ 


D 2 petoz 
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pero hath made ſuch a Law, that every blind 
man ſhall have an hundzed ſhillings of his 
treaſure; therefoze let us caſt lots among us 
aud to whom the lot talleth, let his eyes be 
put out, and lo he may go to the Emperozs 
Palace, and get an hundzed ſhillings to dil 
charge us. Now. this. counſel liked them 
welt; ſo they caſt lots, and the lot fell on 
him that gave the counſel, and his fellows im⸗ 
meviately put out his eyes. 
And when he was blind, he went to the 
Emperozs Palace, and asked an hundzed 
chillings of the Steward, accozding to the 
Emperozs Decree, Dear friend, laid the 
Steward, thou didſt ſee wich both thine eyes 
a while ſince , thou allo underſtandeſt the 
Law amiſs: foz the Law is made fo2 men 


that are blind thzough infirmities, oz by the} 


will of God, but the other day thou hadſt thy 
fight in the Tavern, and halt willfully loft 
it. - Therefoze go to the Tavern again to 
thy fellows, and diſcharge--what thou oweſt, 
foz here getteſt thou not: a Farthing. Then 
went this wietched man fozth, and told his fel⸗ 
lows of the Stewards anſwer,- and with that 
came in the Uintner and-diſpoiled them of all 
their cloaths, and beat them, and thus dꝛove then 
with ſhame out of the City: And lo were they 
never aller len chere. a 


The 


. berfary the Devil, 
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The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperoz is our ©a- 
viour Chꝛiſt, who o2daineda Law, that every 
blind man ſhould have an hundzed ſhillings 
of his Treaſure, . The blind man betoken- 
eth every ſinner, who ſinneth through infir- 
mity, oz the intiſing of the Devil, the Mond 
and the Fleſh, and ſhall receive an hundzed 
ſhillings, ik he be inwardly repentant of his 
ſins: that is, he ſhall have an hundzed times 
moze jop, accoꝛding to the Scripture, laying, 
Ye ſhall receive an hundred times more Joy if ye 
repent and turn from fin, and ye ſhall have e- 
verlaſting life. Theſe men that came to the 
Tavern to dzink Wine, be finners, wha 
often times come to the Tavern of aur Ad⸗ 
to dzink cf _ his. carnal 
appetites, that is, they have contumed and 
waſted away all Spiritual UMertues, which 
they received at the Sacrament of Waptiſm, 
where the Devil our enemy dilpoilech them 
of all their god deds that ever they have 
wzought befoꝛe. They calf lots; that is, they 


| caſfamong them the cuſtome of. fin, and this 


lot of ſin falleth on -ſuch- as are unthankful 
and mercileſs; and ſuch a man wilkully be- 
comes wilkul, a foul finner like Judas, that 
betrayed our Lo without: aup fuggeſtion 62 
inticing + Therekoze ſuch men fin molt. grie- 


vouly. When they come befoze the ſteward, 


3 that 
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| 
that is, befo2c the Pꝛelates of the Church, they | 


can hardly obtan an rſfurance of PYeaven, 
becauſe they be not on the right wap to [cave 
their fin, Therefoze let us ſtudp with all 
diligence to pleaſe God, that we may obtain 
everlaſting life, which is laid up in ffoze fo; 
all thoſe that live modeſtly, loking foz cter- 


ral Salvation. Unto which bzing us Lozd 


Jelus Chziſt. Amen. 

The Argument. 

A certain faithſul vow of loye being made between the 
Soul of every faithful Chriſtian and ſeſus Chriſt, we 
are to conſider the merciful and gracious Covenant of 
God toward the faithful and to be careful of this Co- 
venant, and we are to ſtudy to perform our Vous, ſo 
as we at the prefixed day of Promiſe being undefiled, 
may thereby purchaſe the promiſed place of everlaſt 
ing glory, prepared for all them that ſeek the glory 
of God, and their ſouls health. 

The Fourteenth Hiſtory, 

2 Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em⸗ 

pero2 named Philominus, who had ony only 

Daughter who was fair and grocicus in the 

light of everp man, who had to name Aglaes, 

There was allo in the Emperozs Palace a 

gentle Knight that loved dearly this Lady, 

It bekel after on a day, that this Knight 

talked with this Lady, and ſecretly uttered 

his deſire to her. Then ſhe ſaid ccurtcouſly 

tœing you have uttered to me the ſecrets ol 

pour heart, J will likewiſe foz pour love utter 

to pou the ſecrets of my heart, and truly 3 15 

that 


n r (nod. . id. — > 0 
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that above all other J love pou beſt. Then 


aid the Knight, J purpoſe ta viſit the Yoly 


Land, and therekoze give me pour Troth, 
that this ſcven pears pou ſhall cake no other 
Pan, but onelp foz mp love to tarry foz me 
ſo long, and ik J come not again by this 
dap ſeven years, then take what man port 
like beſt, And 1tkewile J pꝛomiſe vou that 
within this ſeven pears J will take no 
Wife, Then ſaid ſhe this Covenant plca- 
ſeth me well. When this was ſaid, cach 
of them was betrothed to other,, and then 
this Bnight took his leave of the Lady and 
went to the holy Land. Shoztip afcer the 
Emperoz treated wich che King of Hungaria 
foz the marriage of his Daughter. Then 
came the King of Hungary to the Empero2s Pas 
lace toſ& his Daughter, and when he had ſ&@n 
her, he liked marvelous well her beauty 
and her behaviour, ſo that the Emperoz and 
the Bing were accozded in all things as 
touching the marriage, upon the condition 
that the Damlel would conſent, Then cal- 
led the Emperoz the young Lady to him, 
and ſaid: O mp fair Dhughter, J have pꝛe⸗ 
vided foz thee, that a Bing ſhall be chp Þue- 
band, ik thou Iiff conſent, therekoze tell me 
What anſwer thou wilt give to this. Then 
laid ſhe to her Father, it plealech me well: 
but one thing dear Father J intreat ok per, 

: | if 
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if it might pleaſe pou to grant me: J habe 
vowed to keep my Uirginity, and not to mar 
ry this ſeven pears; therefoze dear Father, 


I bceſe&ch pou fo2 all the love that is between 


Pour gracious Fatherywd and me, that you 
name no man to be mp husband till theſe 
ſcven- pears be ended, and then J ſhall be 
ready in all things to fulfil pour will. Then 
laid the Emperoz, ſith it is ſo that thou haſt 
thus vowed. J will not kzeak thy Uow, but 
when | theſe even pears be expired, tbou 
Halt have the Bing; of Hungary to thy Hus⸗ 
band, 

Then the Emperoz ſent kozth his Letters 
to the Ling of Hungary, praying him ik it 
might pleaſe him to {ap ſeven years fo2 the 


love ok his Daughter, and then he ſheuld 


ſped without fail. Herewich the King 
was plealed and content to tap the prefixed 
day. 
And when the icven years were ended ſave 
A day, lhe prung Lady fiood in her Tham⸗ 
er Wintow, and wept loze, ſaying $ Woe 
and alals, as to mozrow mp Love p2omiled 
ts be with me again from the Poly Kand: and 
alls the King of Hungary to mozrow will be 
here to marrp me, accowing to my Fathers 
P2omtie 2 and ik mp love comes rt at a certain 
hour, then am Jutterly deceived of the inward 
{ove J bear to him, 
When 
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When the day came, the King haſted to- 
ward the Emperoz to marry his Daughter, 
and was royally arrayed in Purple. And 


while the King was riding on his way, there 


came a Knighr riding vn his wap, who 
ſaid, Jam of the Empire of Rome, and now 
am lately come from the Holy Land, and A 
am ready to do peu the beſt Service J can, 
And as thep rode talking by the wap, it be⸗ 
gan to rain ſo faſt, that all the Kings Ap⸗ 
parel was ſoze wet: Then ſaid the Ruight: 
Wy Lozd pe have done fwlifhly, fo2 as much 
as pe bzought not with you pour houſe : then 
ſaid the Ring: Why ſpeakeſt thou ſo? My 
Houſe is large and bꝛoad, and made of ſtones, 
and ms2tar, how ſhould J bzing that with 


me, my houke⸗ theu lpeak'ſt like a foll, When 


this was laid, they rode on till they came to 
a great deep water, and the Bing ſmote his 
hozle with his ſpurs, and leapt into the wa⸗ 
ter, fo that he was almoſt owned, Then 
the Knight ſaw this, and was over on the o⸗ 
ther ave of the Mater without peril, and 
he ſaid to the Bing: Ve were in peril, 
and therekoze ye did fwlifily , becauſe pe 
bought not with you pour Bꝛidge. Then 
ſaid the Ring, thou ſpeakeff ffrangely, my 
Bꝛidge is made of Lime, and Stone, and con- 
taineth in quality moze than half a Mile: 
Pow ſhould J then bear with me my Budge - 
there- 
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therefoze thou ſpeakeſt foliſhlpy. Tell 1b { 


the Knight, my fwliſhnels may turn ther to 


wiſdom, When the King had ridden a little 


further, he asked the night what time of 
day it was, Then laid the Knight if any man 
hath lift to cat, it is time of the day to cat, theres 
foz2 my Lo2d, pꝛap take a modicum with me, 
foz that is no diſhonour to pou, but great hoy 
nour to me befoze the ſtates of this Empire: 


Then laid the King, J will glavly cat with 


the. They ſat both down in a fair Vine 
Garden, and there dined together, both the 
zing and the Knight, And when dinner was 
done, and that the King had waſyed , the 
Anight laid unto the Ring, My Lozd, pe have 
done kwliſhlyp, foz that pe bought not 
with port pour Father and Mother, Then 


ſatd the Eing, what lapeſt thou? My Fathet 
is dead, and mp Pother is old and map not 


travel, how ould J thrn bing them with 
me: thercfoze to ſay the truth, a foolifer 


man than thou art did J never hear. Then 


ſaid the Knight, every wok is pzaiſed at the 
end. 

Then the Knight had ridden a little fyr- 
ther, and nigh to the Emperozs Palace, he as⸗ 
ked leave to go from him, foz he knew a nea/ 
rer wap to the Palace, to the poung Lady, 


that he might come firſt, and carry her awap 


with him. Then laid the Ling, J pay 
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thie tell me by what place thou purpoleſt te 
ride? Then ſaid the Knight J fall cell peu 
the Truth: This day ſeven pears J left a 
Net in a place, and now J purpole to viſit 
it, and d2aw it to me, and if it be whole, 
then will J take it to me, and keep it as a 
pzecious Jewel; ik it be bꝛoken, then will 
J lcave it: and when he had thus laid, 
he took his leave ok the Bing, and rode 
fozch, but the Bing kept the b2oad Yigh- 
way. | 

When the Emperoz heard of the Lings com- 
ing, he went towards him with a great com- 
pany, and ropally received him, caufing him to 
ſhift his wet cloaths, and to put on freſh Ap⸗ 
parel, And when the Emperoz and the King 
were ſet at meat, the Emperoz welcomed 
him with all the chear and ſolace that he 
could. And when he had caten, the Em⸗ 
pcro2 asked tydings of the Bing: Pp Low 
ſaid he, J hall tell pon what J have heard 
this dap by the wap, There came a Knight 
fo me and reverentiy ſalutev me; and anon 
alter there fell a great Kain, and greatly 
ſpoled my Apparcl. And anon the Entghe 
laid: Sir, ye hare done foliſhip, fo2 that 
re bzought not with peu pour Poule. Then 
ſaid the Emperoz: what cleathing had the 
Bnight cn # A Cloak guoth the King. Then 
laid the Emperoz, lure that was a wiſe 
ts * man, 
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man, fo2 the houſe whereof he ſpake was 
Cloak, and therefoze he ſaid to you, that you 
did folifily, becauſe pou came —_— pour 
cloak, then pour cloaths had not been ſpoiled 
with Kain, Then ſaid the Eing, when he had 
ridden alittle further, we came to a deep was 
ter, and J mote my Pozle with my Spurs, 
and J was almoſt dzowned, but he rid through 
the water wicheut any peril; then laid he to 
me, you did foliſhlp oz that you bzought 
not with you pour Burge, Uerily ſaid 
the Emperoz, he faith truth, fo2 he called 


the Squires the Badge , that ſhould have 


ridden befoze pou, and aſlaped the deepneſs 
of the Mater. Then ſaid the Bing, we rode 
further, and at the lat he pꝛaped me to 
Dine with him. And when he had Di- 
ned, he ſaid, J did unwilely, becaule J 
bought not with me mp Father and Po⸗ 
ther. Truly laid the Emperoz, he was a 
wiſe man, and ſaith: fo2 he called pour 
Father and Mother, Bead and Mine and 
other victuals. Then laid the Bing: we 
rode further, and anon after he asked me 
leave to go from me, and J asked earneſtly 
whether he went: and he anſwered again, 
and laid, this day ſeven pears, IJ left a Net 
in a pꝛivate place, and nom J will ride to lee 
it; and if it be b2oken and tozn, then will J 


leave it > but ik it be as J left it, then ſhall 
it 
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it be unto me right pꝛecious. Mhen the Em⸗ 
pero} heard this, he cryed with a loud voice 
and laid: O ye my Knights and lervants, come 
ye with me ſpedily unto my Daughters 
Chamber, foz ſurely that is the Net ok which 
he ſpake 3 and fozthwith his Kuight and Ser⸗ 
vants went unto his Daughters Chamber, 
and found her not, fo2 the afozelaid night had 
taken her with him. And thus the Eing was 
deceived of the Damlel, and he went heme 
again to his own Country aſhamed. | 


The Moral. | 

Dear Friends this Empero2 is our Lo! 
Jeſus Chziſt, and his fair Daughter is ever- 
laſting life, which the Emperoz had ozdaineo 
fo2 Kings, nights and other men; The 
Rnight that loved this young Lady, is every: 
god Chaiſtian foul, which holdeth Himſelf 
not worthy tocome into the ſight of God unto 
ſuch joy, as the Apoſtles faith, The ſufferings 
of this time are not worthy to attain to the glo- 
ry that is to come. This Knight was ſeven 
years abſent from his love: like as a god 
Chziſtian all days of his life ſhould labour 
and travel in fulfilling the ſeven wozks of 
Mercy, By the King that came without a 
Cloak in the rain, is to be underſtood, ſome 
mighty men in this Wozld, which Have 
Cloaks to cover all their other cloaths. — 
this 
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this Cloak is underſfod Charitp, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith : Charity covereth a multitude 
of ſins : but many meu have not this Cloak; 
wherekoze they are wet with the Kain of 
Pride, Avarice and Letcherv. This King 
alſo was almoſt dꝛowned, becauſe He lacked 
his Bzidge, that is perfect Faith: foz as we 


ſe that no men paſs over a great water, 


b2zoad and deep witheut a CTzidge, oz ſome 
other thing that is able to bear him: Right 
ſo, without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God: foz Chziſt ſatth, It ye have faith as a 
grain of Muſtard-lced, then you may (ay 


to the Hills remove out of your plac.s, and 


they ſhall remove, Wut many of us now 
adays have verp feeble Faith, aud there⸗ 


foze ds ſuddenly fall into the clay of veſpe- | 


peration, and by dcadly fins oftentimes cftend 
God. Allo the King had not bzotght with 
him his Father and Mother: By the Father 
which is caule of Generation, is underftwd 
Humility, without whiciz (Here is no Uertue 
in anp man, and thereto «{c22>*th St. Gre» 
gory, laying: He that gatherec: all other 
Vertues without Humility, is like a Man 
that caſteth duſt into the Wind. Eis 
Mother betokeneth Mope: Therekoze he 


that will obtain everlaſting bleſſed like, 


mult have the Cloak of Charity, the 
Wzidge of Faith, and a Father of mek- 
ncls, 


' 


| rity. and Repentance, 
ſpeakech the Apoſtle, 
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neſs, and a Mother of Mope, as the Apoſtls 
lait h. 5 

Alſo this Knight went the narrow wap, 
and the King the bzoad wap: - fo2 he that 
will be ſaved muff go a ſtraight way; that is, 
the wap of Abſtinence, Alms-dede, Cha⸗ 
Df the which wap 
The way 1is-{iraight 
that leadeth to everlaſting Life. Eut many 
men go the other wap which leadeth to Bell, 
that is by the way of the fleſh[p luſt: and ſuch 
men go eut of the way of everlaſting Aike. 
Therefoze ffudy we to walk the narrow wap, 


| that thereby we map obtain everlaſting life, 


The Argument, 

By the Hiſtory is figured, as appeareth ia the Moral, the 
Soul . of every good Chriſtian, held of him as his 
Daughter : but being ſeduced, carried away and defiled 
by Satan her foul enemy; ſhe is reduced by the help 
and valiant proweſs of her heavenly Champion Chriſt 
Jeſus, unto her former Habitatiou. Yet man being un- 
grateful to his Redeemer, forgetteth his duty, and for 
3 rewardeth evil to his Champion Chriſt Jeſus, de- 
ivering him to be judged by che Law, as an Offender : 
but when the Champion avoucheth what he hath done 
for man and his Soul, then he is with ſhame of his ingra- 
titude conſtr ained to remorſe, and call for grace to re- 
pent and amend his life, that by the death of his 
Champion Chriſt, he may obtain eternal Life. 


The Fifteenth Bilonr. 
Ometime dwelt in Rome a uchle Empe⸗ 
roz named Agizs, which had retaincd unto 
him 
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him a Knight named Gerard, which was a 
worthy Warrtour , nevertheleſs he was as 
a Lamb in the Emperozs Court, but in the 
Field he was like a Lion. This Empero; 
had a fair Daughter, whom the ſtrong; and 
mighty Carl of Peleſter carried by fozce a- 
way and defiled, which moze diſpleaſed the 


Emperoꝛthen the carrying her away, There 


fo2e he called unto him his Council, and laid: 
Dear kriends, the violence done to me in de⸗ 
flowing of my Daughter is not unknown to 
pon, and therekoze J purpoſe to give battle to 
the Earl: wherefoze J pꝛay vou to be readp ata 
day, that ye may pꝛocted with me in battle. 
And they ſaid: Sir, we be ready to live and 
dye with you in battle. 

When the appointed dap of battle came, 
they met on both ſides, and a cruel ſharp con⸗ 
flict was pꝛolecuted on both ſides, and almoſt 
all on the Emperozs part was flain. And 
as the Emperoz himſelf was fozcibly allail⸗ 
ed, the Knight Gerard put himſelf among 
the Enemies bekoze the Emperoz, and fought 
manſully, and les the Emperoz eſcaped, and 
the Knight above and flew the Carl, never⸗ 
theleſs the Knight had divers wounds; not- 


withſtanding this, he abode ſtill till the blod 


ran down to his fot, And when his enemies 
law that the Earl was lain, they fled, and 


the Knight with his people followed on th 
aſs 


F 
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chaſe till they came to the place where the 
Emperozs Daughter was, and led her with 
him. And thus with triumph and victozy he 
returned again to the Emperoz. Foz the 
which victozy, and re-obtaining of the Em⸗ 
perozs Daughter, he was greatly p2aiſed of all 
people. Not long after it betel, that this Knight ' 


had a Sute in the Gmpero2s-Court, wherefoze: 


the Bnight came unto tha Emperoz, and pꝛay⸗ 
ed him mtekly to be favourable to his cauſe 2 
and furthermoze deſired him to do reaſon touch⸗ 
ing his honeſt demand, ES 

When the Emperoz had heard him, he 
called to him a Judg, and ſaid: Sir, Dur 
Mill is, that you do all equitp unto this 
night. And when the night heard this, 
he cryed with a loud voice: Alas, alas, who 
ever herd of ſuch an Emperoz? Thou wert 
(ſaid he) in battle, where thy head ſhould 
have been ſmitten ofl, and J in mine own 
perſon (and none other man) put my ſelf. in 
jeopardy foz the: and now thou haſt aſſigned 
another man to be judge in my Cauſe: alas 
that ever thou wert bozn; and with that wozd 
the Knight put off all his cloaths, and ſhewed 
the wounds; that he had receiver in the battle 


| Unto all the men that were there pꝛelent, 


and ſaid z Lo, what J have ſuffered foz thee 
D Emperoz3 J did put no other man in my: 
fead, and now thou aſſiqnef another man 

EY in 
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in my cauſe. Swthlp A ſay tothe, that J never 
ſerved ſuch a Lod befo2e. 
hen the Emperoz heard this, being al- 


molt confounded in himſelf, he ſaid: O dear 
Friend, all that thou ſayeft is truth, thou ſa⸗ 


vedſt me from death, thou didſt re⸗obtain my 
Daughter again, and fo2 mp lake thou haſt 
ſuffered many wounds: verily it is right that 3 
in my own perſon come down and make an end 


of thy caule, fo as map be to thy content, and 


to mine honour. 
And then the Empero2 laboured verp bufily 
in this matter, and made thereof an end acco2d- 


ing tothe Knights requeſt : wherefoze all men | 


greatly commended the Emperoz. 


The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz map be cal⸗ 


led every Chziſtian man, oz elſe all mankind, 
which had a fair Daughter, that is to ſay, 
the ſoul, mad? to the ſtmilitude of God. This 
Earl betokeneth the Devil, which carri⸗ 
eth away, defloureth by fin the foul of man, 
though efting the fruit of the fozbidden tree: 
wherefoze all mankind was in thzaldom, till 
a flrong and Ualiant Knight came and put 
himſelf on the Croſs to ſuffer death, as a 
Revemer of mankind from the Devil. Fo; 
if that had not been, we had been all partakers 
of thzaldom everlaſtingly : and this Knight 

reduced 
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reduced and reobtained the ſoul of man unto 
the Church, wherefoze he ſuffered many 
great wounds in his Fody. And now this 


| Knight, that is, our Low Jelus Chziſt hath 
| a matter to do among us, that is, to find us 
| perfect faith: wherefoze he calleth on us 


daily, that we ſhould de ready at all times, 


| ſaying thus, Apocalyps the third: Loe I 
' ſtand and knock at the door, if any man will 


open to me, I will come in and ſup with him, 


But many men do as the Emperoz did, the 
| which appointed the Knight another Judge 


than Himſelf, foz now adays there be ſome 
men that will do no repentance foz the love of 
him, which alligned no other man but him- 
ſelf to fight foz us. And therefoze againſt un⸗ 
thankful perſons, it ſhall be ſaid thus. Lo, 
he ſuffered foz us on the Croſs, diſpoiled of 
all his cloathing, and ſhewed to us. all his 
wounds that he ſuffered, | 

Be we therefoze thaukful unto God foz all 
his Gzaces, and be content that we may ſuffer 
toz his Love ſome ſozrowful repentance» Foz 
he that ſuffereth pain foz the love ol God in this 


Tilke, ſhall receive a hundzed times mote re⸗ 


ward in the Life everlaſting. Unto the which 
2 ozd Jeſus Chaiſt bzing all mankind. 
men 


E 2 The 
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The Argument. 


The Soul of man is here warned to eſchew the pleafun | 


- baits,” and ſubtle crafts of the Devil, that ſhe yield not 
to his allureryent leſt he get the vantage of this mortal 


courſe from her, and bereave her of her joyes in the | 


life to come. 


The Sixteenth Hiſtory. 17 234 


Pere dwelt ſometime in Rome à wile 
Emperoz named Pompey , which had a 
vertuous Daughter named Aglas. This Damo: | 
ſel had many endowments above all other wo⸗ 
men in that Empire. 

Firff, ſhe was fair and gracious in the ſight 
of every man: allo ſhe was ſwift in running, 
that not any might overtake her by a right 
Race. Mhen the Cmpero2 underſtood theſe} 
two pzoperties in his Daughter, he was right 
joyful-z - Wherefoze he -pzoclaimed th2ongh! 
out all his Empire, thaͤt what man, pooz 0 
rich, would run with His Daughter, ſhould 
have her to wife, with great riches, if He cduld 
over-rtin her, and come ſoner to the mark than 
the : and if ſhe over-run him, and came ſwner 
to the mark than he, his head hour be mitten 
off. 

When the States of that Empire, as Dukes, 
Carls, Barons and Knights, heard this cry, 
they offered themſelves one after another to run 
with her, but ever this young Lady over⸗tan 
them all: wherefoze thep loft their heads, ac 
coding tothe Law. 

That 
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That time there was a pooz man dwelling 


| in Rome, which thought within himſel;, Jam 


a pw2 man, and come of pooz kindzed there is 
a common cry made, that what man ſoever 
can out⸗run the Emperozs Daughter, by any 
means, ſhall be pzomoted to great honour and 
riches : now therefoze if J might over-run her 
by any manner of way, J ſhould not only be 


, | Pzomoted to great honour, but alſo all my 


kindzed. Then this pooz man pꝛobided him- 
ſelf of ther things, whereby he might win 
her; Firſt, he made a Garland of red Roſes 
and white. Secondly, he made a rich Girdle 
of ſilk cunningly wzought. Thirdly, he made 


a Purſe of Silk, embꝛopdered with pzecious 


ſtones, and within the Purſe was a Vall of 


ther colours, aud upon this Fall was wait- 
ten this Poſey, Whoſo playeth with me, 
ſhall not be weary of my play. Then put 


— 


he. theſe Thz& things in his bolome, and 
went fozth to the Palace Gate, crying and 
ſaping: Come fo2th fair Lady, foz J am 
readp to run with pou, and to fulfill the Law 
in all things. 8 

UUhen the Emperoz heard this, be com⸗ 
manded his Daughter to run with him, 


This poung Lady went to her Chamber 


UUindow, and when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe de⸗ 
ſpiſed him, and laid: J have overcome maz 
np wozthy Knights, and now muſt J run 
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with a Churl nevertheleſs J will fulfil my 
Fathers Commandment, 


| 
Anon the Damolel arrayed her fo to run 
with him. And at the laſt they run together, | 


and within ſhozt ſpace the Damlel got far | 
bekoze him. When the Jugler ſaw this, he 
th:ew fozth his Garland of Flowers befoze 
her, and when the Damlel beheld and ſaw it, 


ſhe ſtoped down and took it up, and ſet it up⸗ 


on her head, and that while the Jugler went 
befoze her. But when the young Damoſel 
ſaw this, he wept loze, and koz ſo2row ſhe 
thiew the Garland into a ditch, and ran al⸗ 
ter him, and at the laſt ſhe overtok him, any 
lift up her right hand, and gave him a buffer, 
laying; abive thou wzetch, it beſcmeth 
not thy Fathers Son ts have me to Wife, 
And then this Lady did over-run him, and 


went befoze him a great ſpace, And when 
| 


the Jugler ſaw this, he took the Girdle out 
of his boſome, and thzew it befoze her. And 
when ſhe ſaw that, ſhe ſtoped down and tal 
it up, end girded her therewith, and the 
while the Jugler gat befoze her again. Now 
when ſhe ſaw that, ſhe was vered and tok 
the Girdle, and with her tech toze it in the, 
and then thzew it from her: then ſhe ran 


faſt after him, and at the laſt overtook him, 


and then ſhe gave him a great blow, ſaying! 
© wzetch, thinkeſt thou to overcome me: 
and 


| 
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and with that ſhe ran befoze him again. 
The Jugler was flfe and ſubtle, and kept 
the Purſe till they were near the mark, and 
then he thzew it befoze her, and anon ſhe 
ſtwped down and tok it up, and opened it, 
and twk out the Ball, and read the Poley : 
Who playeth with me ſhall never be weary of 
my play; And fhe began to play, and contt- 
nued ſo long in playing, till that the Jugler 
was befoze her at the mark, And thus he won 
the Cmpero2s Daughter. 

| The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Cmperoz is our Sa⸗ 
viour Jelus Chziſt, and his fair Daughter 
is the ſoul of man, which was made clean by 
the efficacy of Baptiſm, and was alſo [witft 
in running, that is in vertue, while ſhe was 
in her cleanneſs, ſo that no deadly fin might 
overcome her. This Jugler that is ſo ſub- 
tle and crafty, is the Devil, which ſtudieth 
day and night to deceive Jnnocems. Me p20s 
vided him of thze things. Firſf, of the 
Garland which betokeneth Pzide : fo2 why ? 
a Garland of flowers is not ſet upon the arm, 
noz upon the fot, but upon the head that it 
may be ſeen : ſo Pꝛide would be ſeen, Mhere⸗ 
toze St. Auguſtine ſaith, when thou ſeeſt a 


Proud man be not afraid to call him the Son of 


the Devil; To thou therefoze as the Paiden 
did, be angry at thy ſins, and caſt off che 
ET 4 Garland 
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Garland of Pꝛide, into the Ditch of Repen; | tou 
tance , and ſs ſhalt thou give the Devil a | air 
buffet, and overcome him. But when this | Þe; 
Jugler, that is, our ghoſtly enemy, the De | mit 


vil, leeth himlelk overcome in one ſin, then he 
returneth and tempteth a man in auother fin, 
and caſteth bew2c man the girdle of Letchery; 


and alas, there be many girded with this gir⸗ 


dle of Letchery 3 againſt which girdle ſpeak⸗ 


eth St. Gregory, ſaying : Gird we our loym 
with the Girdle of Chaſtity, for whoſoever is 
girt with this Girdle, ſhall not loſe the hope cf 


Lite. Then caſteth the Jugler (that is the 
Devil) the Purſe with the Ball, The Purlt 
that is open above, and cloſe under, betoken 


the heart, which evermoze ſhould be cloſe in 
the bottom againſt earthly things, and open 
above to Meavenly joy: and the two ring 
that open and ſhut the Purle, betoken the! 
love of God, and our Peighbours: the 


Ball which is round aud moveable, to every 
part of his difference, betokeneth covetoul 
nels, which moveth ever both in poung am 


old ; and therefoze the Poſey was true that] 


was waiten on the Wall, Whoſo -playeti 
with me, that is with Covetouſneſs , ſhall} 
never be ſatisicd. Therefoze ſaith Seneca: 
When all fins wax old, then Covetouſneß 


waxeth young. Therefoze let us take hal; 


that we play not with this Ball of Cove⸗ 


touſnels | 
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toulnels, and then without doubt we hall ob⸗ 
tain through the merit of Chziſt the bliſs of 
| Heaven that never ſhall end. Unto the which 
| bzing us that ſhed his pꝛecious blood fi ; us. 


The Argument. 
The Preaching of Gods Word and every good Prayer, fs 
a ſweet ſounding melody in the ears of God, and hath 
a promiſed reward of God, yet there is now and then 
ſtirred upin us, ſome let thereof by our whiſtling Ad- 
verſary the Devil, and we are hindred for a time, until 
by the Providence of God, Godly Preachers be ſent 
forth, which with the hook of Gods Word do win - 
gain our loſt felicity, and ſo recover the fall of fuch 
Souls as were ſeduced andled away, into joyful and 
perpetual fellowſhip of the bleſſed Angels of Heaven. 


The Seventeenth Hiſtory. 
OOmetime dwelt in Rome a Noble Em⸗ 
pero2and a wiſe, named Theodoſius, which 


loved greatly the muſick of the Harp, and like⸗ 


wiſe, the paſtime of Hunting. It befel upon 
a day as this Emperoz hunted in the Fozreſt 
he heard a ſweet noiſe. of a Yarp, ſo that 
thzounh the [wetneſs thereof, he was almoſt 
raviſhed of his wits : wherefoze he ſought a- 
bout the Fo2reft to find that Melody, and at 
the laſt he eſpied at the end of the Fozreſt a 
poz man fitting beſide the water playing on 


a harp full ſweetly, Then ſaid the Empero? $ 


God friend, pꝛoctedeth this melody from thy 
Harp 82 no 2 The po mananſwered and ſaid; 
Wy reverend Lozd, A ſhall tell pou the 2 | 

Pere 
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Here beſide this water, my Wife, my Child, 
and 3 have dwelt this thirty years, and God 
hath given me luch a gikt, that when J play 
on my Harp, J make ſuch melody, that the 
fiſhes of this water come out to mp hand, ſo 
that therewith my Wife, my Child, and J| 
Have been ſuſtained in great plenty, But 
alas, ſometime on the other ſide of this wa, 
ter there cometh a whiftler, and he whiſtleth 
ſo ſweetly, that many times the fiſhes fo2ſaky 
me and go to him: therefoze my reveren 
Low I crave pour help againſt this whiſkler. 
Then ſaid the Emperoz, J chall give ther god 
help, J have here in my purſe a golden Mok, 
which J will give thee, take it, and bind it 
faſt to the end of a Rod, and put a Moꝛzm up⸗ 
on the Hoek, then caſt thy rod into the water, 
and play upon the arp, and when thou per⸗ 
ceiveſt the fiſh to bite on the Bait, dꝛaw then 
up to the Land with that Mok, and then this 
whiſtling ſhall not avail. When the po! 
man heard this he rejopced greatly, and did 
as he had taught him. And when this po! 
man began to play upon his Marp, the fiſhes 
came to the Bait, and then he tok them up! 
with his Yok, and lived thereby in better e⸗ 
Kate long time, and at laſt ended his life in 


peace and reſt. 
The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth | 
out 
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dur Low Jeſus Ch2iſt, which greatly delights 
eth to hurt the ſoul of mankind in the Fozreſf 
| that is the Holy Church. Me loveth alſo the 
| melody of the Parp, that is, he loveth much 
them that teach the Holy Wozd of God, 


This poz man that ſate by the waters ſide, 
betokeneth the P2elates of the Church, and 


the Paeachers of the Wow of God, which 


ought alway to be refident in their Charge, 
and not in the World, that is, they ſhould not 


| ſet their delight on UUozlvly things. The 
| Pzeachers ought to have the Yarp of Poly 


Scripture, wherewith they may pꝛaile and 


' honour God, and alſo therewith dzaw out of 


this wozld ſinners. Therekoze ſaith the Plal⸗ 
miſt thus, Praiſe the Lord upon the Harp, 
ſing to the Lord with a Pſalm of Thankſgiv- 
ing; Pſal. 98. 6. But now adays the Pꝛeacher 


map ſay, Alas, foz when J pꝛeach and teach 
the Moly Scripture, the Devil cometh and 


whiſtleth ſs ſweetly, that the ſinners draw to 
him, and will not fear the wo2d of God: but 
thep turn themſelves only to the delight of 
ſin, The Devil deceiveth mankind by di- 
vers ways. 

Firſt in the time of Pzeaching he maketh 
ſome to fleep, and them that he cannot make 
to ſficep he cauſeth them to talk and clatter: 
and them that he cannot make to clatter, he 
maketh them ſo dull that they cannot _ 

and 
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Hand what the Pꝛeacher ſaith + and then heb 
that he cannot beguile by theſe means, he Lat 
putteh into them buſineſs, and cauſeth then] is 
to go out of the Church, Wehald how many! unt 
ways the Devil hath to deceive mankind, fern 
and to hinder the Wozd of God. Lherefox| x , 
every Pꝛelate, and every P2eacher ought u tot 
Have the Golden Yok of Gods wozd againt got 
this whiſtling, by which they may dꝛa w ſin⸗ tha 
ners out of this Wozld up to Yeaven, Uni | 
the which bzing us our -Lozd Jeſus Chu, be 


| The Argumuent, - lea 
Mans Soul the Daughter of our Saviour, is right dear un- tha 


to him, and though he be careful for the confirming of | 2 
her in the ſtate of ſincere life, yet ſhe ſeduced by the he 
ſuggeſtion of the Fleſh, which being a grievous tran | J 
greſſor, is yet by earneſt repentance, and amendmen | yer 
of life, brought by the Soul unto dutiful obedience to-| gy; 
wards God and man, that henceforwards continuing | h 
they together, may be partakers of everlaſting bleſſed- | ad 
nels. Jo 
The Eighteen Hiſtory, — 
T dwelt fometime in Rome a mighyy 
Empero2 named Ptolomeus, which had thi 
but one Child a Daughter, whom he loved wi 
fo much, that day and night ſhe was guarded | 100 
with armed Unights: and over theſe Knights| gr 
he ozdained a Controuler, to inffkruc& them u, 
how they ſhould do. Ye owained allo ! 4, 
Steward fo2 to guide his houſhold, And when th 
all this was done, on a night as he lay wo ; 
ed, 
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hen zed he reſolved that he would go viſic the Holy 
e Land, And when all things were ready foz 
n h is jouruep acco2ding to his deſire, he called 
Ny! unto him his Steward, and laid: My trufty 
nd ſervant, J purpoſe now to go le the Yolp 
WY! Land, and therefoze 'J commit my Daughter 
h tochy keeping; and charge ther; that the lack 
nf nothing, but that ſhe Have all manner of joy 
in | that appertaineth to ſuch a Uirgin. Poze 
ao per J leave to thy keeping fiwe Bnights, that 
it, | ve her Guard, and J charge the that they lack 
nothing that is fitting -foz them. Alld 3 
| leave with thee mp Gzey⸗hound, commanding 
. that thou nouriſh and fed him as hithercs 
he he hath bien: and ik thou fulfil all this that 
n. J have ſaid, thou ſhalt at mp coming again 
m receive a great reward. Then ſaid the Ste⸗ 
al ward: Pp Lo2d, in all chat I map J will fulfil 
#| pour command. Anon the Emperoz -tok his 
journey toward the City of Jeruſalem, and the 
| Steward a long time kept well the Emperozs 
y| fommand, and the —_—_— A 
But at the laff it befel upon a dap, that 
this Steward had elpped this pouug Lady 
walking; alone in the D2chard, with whole 
lobe he was ſuddenly -ſurpzifed 3 - wherefoze 
| traightway ,- againſt her will he dellourer 
her; and when he had committed fin with her, 
| He gave her ill language, and hated her moze 
than ever he loved her befoze, and dzave her 
in | gut 
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ant of the Palace: wherefoze the Damſel by met 
this means being driven to necellity and had 
great poverty went from dooz to doz, and ner 
begged her bzead. But when the nights Ste 
that were her kepers ſaw this, they repꝛoven pe 
Gamefully the Steward of this inhumany| k na 
deed. Then the Steward waxed wꝛath, am the 
foz great hate that he hav in his heart, he mie 
ſpoiled the Knights of their goods, and dꝛobe art 
them from the Palace. Aud when they were me 
thus robbed and exiled, ſome foz lack of liy | D 
ing became Thieves, and ſome Pen-killerg, | chat 
fo that thꝛough this inconventency they wzought| to: 
great harm. Em 
Hot long after there came tydings that the| Re! 
Empero2 was arrived in that Land, coming {0a 
homeward 2: And when the Steward heard | topf 
this, he was greatly troubled: and moved in| tho 
himſelf, and ſaid: It cannot be but J ſhall} ant 
be accuſed fo2 my treſpaſs that J have com⸗ Ko! 
mitted againft the Emperozs commandment, | and 
and he hath ever ben my gon merciful Lomi fitl 
therefoze better it were, that J go and met the 
him with all lowlineſs and humilicy , and at⸗ me 
cuſe my ſelf unto him, and ask him Percy, mp 
than that auy other ſhould pꝛevent me, and but 
accuſe me to my Lo foꝛ treaſon. Then the don 
Steward ſtraight put off his cloaths, ſave his ho 
holen and his ſhirt, and took th2e ropes with Os 
him in his right hand, and bare-fot went, and My 
met 
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met the Emperoꝛ. Now when the Emperoz 
had eſpied him coming afar off in ſuch man- 


Steward was come fo ner that he might 
| ſpeak to the Emperoz, he fell down on his 
knees and ſaluted him reverently : Then ſaid 
| the Empero2, what is befallen the, that thou 
mieteſt me after ſuch a ſozt? foz in that thou 
art my Steward, thou ſhouldeſt have met 
me with a great company of noble nights: 
O my Lozd, quoth he, there is a heavy 
chance befallen me, foz which it behoves me 
to meat pour Yighneſs thus. Then laid the 
Emperoz what chance is befalen thee⸗ Pp 
\ Reverend Lo2d, quoth he, it behoves por firſt 
to ask me, why J bring with me thele thee 
ropes, Then ſaid the Emperoz why beareſt 
thou thele three Ropes in thy hand? Then 
| anſwered the Steward, and laid: This firſt 
| Rope J bzing with me to bind my hands 
and feet ſo hard, till the blod burſt ont on 
either fide, foy that J have well deſerved + 
the ſecond Rope J bzing with me, to dzaw 
me at the Bozſe tail upon the pavement, till 
mp bones be bare without fleſh, foz that it is 
but due to me fo2 the great treaſon J have 
done againſt pou, The third Rope J have 
bought is to hang me with, upon an high 
Gallows, ſo long that the Birds light on 
my head, and upon mp body fed themſelves 
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vn my fleſh, fo2 theſe things are due to ſuch | 
Zreſpaſſers and bꝛeakers of the Law as J am. 


Pet oh my Reverend Lo2d have mercy on 
me, fo2 J dare not acknowledge my treſpaſs, 
until J have obtained pour pardon. Then 


ſaid the Emperoz, J ſe in the great contri | 


tion, therefo2e tell me thy treſpaſs, and ſurely 
thou ſhalt find Percy and Gzace. Alas, alas, 
then ſaid the Steward, J have defiled : thing 
only Daughter, and have d2iven- her out of 
the Palace, ſo that now in great neceſſity 
Ge beggeth from doz to dooz, J have allo 
dilpoiled thy Knights of all their goods, am 
now ſome of them in regard they lack living, 
become thieves and robbers, and ſome men- 
Killers , and the Controuler of the Knights 
J have ſlain, but J fed thy Gzey-hound with 
the beſt meat as long as J might, and tye 
him with a chain, vet at the laſt he bꝛake his 
chain, and went his way, lo that now he run⸗ 
neth about the Countrv. = 
When the Emperoz heard this, he was 
ſoze aſtoniſhed, and ſaid: Maſt thou defloy 
red my Daughter whom A loved ſo well, and 
allo diſpoiled my Knights, and. ſlain theit 
Controuler; and the Gzey-hound, which-J 
loved ſo well, of whom J gave the charge, 
is he gone alſo Surelp, were it not that J 
had fozgiven thee, and that thou haſt hum⸗ 
bled thy ſelf ſo much, J would have put hay 
the 
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the vileſt death that could be thought: not- 
withſtanding depart hence kozthwith, and 
bing again my Daughter, that thou maiſt 
marry her, and ik any harm hereafter befal to 
her, thzough thy default then will J dofible 
thy puniſhment Allo bzing again my Knights 
and reſtoze to them their gods, and ſet them 
in their ſtate and offices as they were befoze, 
Alſo ſek diligently foz my Gzep⸗hound, till 
thou find him and make him faſt, ſo that hercs 
after in thee there be no-fault kound. Now 
when the Steward heard this he bowed down 
with moſt humble ſubmiſlton , and thanked 
the Empero2 fo2 his great mercy, and then 
he went fozch, and ſought diligently though 
all the Empire, until he found the Emperozs 
Daughter and the Knights, and the Gzey- 
hound, and b2onght them home again. And 
after he had married che poung. Lady, and 
reſfozed again the Knights gods, He ended 
his life in peace. 

| The Moral. | 
Dear friends, this Empero2 betokeneth our 
Low Jeſus Chziſt. Mis daughter betokeneth - 
the ſoul of man, made after the ſimilitude of 
our Lozd God. The five Knights are the five 
Witsarmed with the vertue of Baptilm, foz the 
p2eſervation of the Soul. The Controuler of 
the Knights is reaſon, which ought to rule 
the Wits, The i is the fieſhof man 2 
and 
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and the Ste ward is everp man, to whom God K 
hath given a life and ſoul to keep, under pain to 
of loſing everlaſting like. Eut wzetched and nc 
wicked man, not remembzing what is to | bt 
come. full often cozrupteth and polluteth his | to 
Soul with ſin, and repelleth her from her is, 
Palace of Heaven, and then wandzech ſhe from et! 
dooz to doz, that is, from fin to fin, Me fin 
diſpoileth theſe five Knights ok their gods, | for 
that is, the five Wits , oz rather gracious Ti 
vertues, taking away the natural light from wt 
their eyes, giving them bad Counlel, allo cult 
moving their ears to liſten unto ander and] con 
backbiting, and ſo fo2th of all the other wits; fo 
thus ſome be made Thieves, and ſome Pen⸗ bot 
killers, The Maſter of theſe five Wits is flain,| ed i 
whenſcever man is ruled by Mill, and not by 
Reaſon, The Gzephound, that is the Fleſh} Wa! 
wherein a man delighteth, was fed and bount| thir 
with a Chain of reaſon, but b2eaking out, full] Koz 
oft doth much harm. 85 : ten 

The coming again ok this Emperoz fronſ Hea 
the Poly Land, betokens the coming ok suf Lor. 
And Zelus Chuilf at the day ok doom to judgi perſ⸗ 
all mankind. TA herekoze let us as the Ste, 1 
ward did, accuſe our ſelves of our fins firſt, lefſ Em 
the Devil and the wozld accuſe us, then it is u lk 
late to ask Percy: therefoze put we off oufagat 
cloaths betime, that ts, our finful life, an} to th 
take we thꝛer Ropes in our hands. The firſſ{&d 

— Ropl 
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d | Rope that ſhould bind our hands and feet, be⸗ 
in| tokeneth the Rope of true repentance, which 
ind not only ought to bind our hands and feet, 
to | but alſo our heart within us, and our out wa ra 
his | converſation, in ſuch auſteritp of life, that 
her is, that ſin might void it ſelf, Pereto acco2d- 
om eth Ezekiel ſaying thus: Whenſoever the 
he ſinful man doth repent himſelf, he ſhall be 
dz, | forgiven. The ſecond Nope fo2 to dzaw the 
dus Treſpaſſer , is acknowlerging of our Sins, 
om which would dzaw ns from the beginning of 
alſo} cur like, unto our lives end, by a perfect re- 
and conciliation of our ſelves to God and man, un⸗ 
its; fo the time that the fleſh was fallen to the 
en/| bones, that is till the luſt of fleſh be turns 
ed away by the ſfones of repentance. Foz even 
t by] as the ſtone by nature is hard, right ſo the 
leſh way of repentance ought ts be hard. The 
um third Nope that ſhould hang the fellon, is the 
full Rope of amendment of like: Foz it is wait 
ten in Poly Scripture, There is more joy in 
Heaven over one ſinner that returneth unto the 


dg perſons. 

5te) Like as the Steward brought again the 
ef] Emperozs Daughter, ſo it behoveth us ts 
s to lk about by a fruitful Faith until we find 
uf gain our loſt Soul, and to b2ing her again 
aul to the Church, to rule well our five Wits, to 
firſ}{&d our Gzeyhound we ſhould , and make 
«01111 F 2 gur 
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our life ſo clean and pure, that we fall not 


again to fin, fo2 fear that it foztune to us 


wozſe , and that we have no leiſure to ask 

mercy again at our needs; and ik we fulfil 

all this truly unto our lives end, without 

doubt we fhall obtain everlaſting life. Tothe 

which our Lo bzing us all, Amen. 
The Argument. 

The violating our mnocency in not imitating the Lay 
of God, here deſcribed, which being adjudged after 
the Law, is death, but by the merits of Chriſt our Si. 
viour, we obtain Salyation. 

The Nineteenth Hiſtory. 
N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em⸗ 
pero2 and a wiſe, named Enſenne, who oy 


dained a Law, that whoſoever raviſhed a| 


Virgin, ſhould be at Her diſcretion, whether 
the would put him to death, oz would take hin 
to her Husband. | 

It befel after that a man raviſhed one 
night two fair Maidens: the firſt Damlel 
which he raviſhed, deſired that he ſhould dye, 
but the ſecond defires him to her Pusband, 
The raviſher was taken and led befo2e tht 
fudge, that he might ſatisfie both theſe Dam 
fels acco2ding to the equity of the cauſe, The 
firſt Damlel deſired his death, accoꝛzding to tht 


Law, then laid the ſecond, A deſire to have hin 


tomy Yusband: and like as thou haſt the Lav| - 


fo2 thee, ſo in like caſe J have fo; me, and al 
lo my petition is much better than My” 
0 
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foz it is moze charitable ; therefoze methinks 
in my reaſon that the Judge ſhould give len⸗ 
tence to the favour and furtherance ok my de- 
ſire, When the Judge heard the mercy of the 
ſecond Damſel , he gave judgment that he 
ſhould take her to Mike, and lo it was done. 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Empero2 betokeneth 
our Low Jeſus Chift, the Raviſher beto- 
keneth everpfinner, which raviſheth the Holy 


*| Commandments of God by ſin, koz the Devil 


can never overcome man, except he be ſuf- 
fered by the will: Foz St. Auguſtine ſaith, 
It is not fin, except it be volontary. The ra- 
viſher alſo is called befoze the Jullice, when 


| the Soul is departed from the Body: and 


anon, the firſt Damlel ( Innocency ) laid a⸗ 
gainſt the ſinner, that he ought to dye ever- 
laſtingly by the Law of righteouſneſs : But 
the other Paid (that ts, Chriſts merits) alledg- 
ed fo2 him, how the mercy of God ought to help 
by hearty Repentance, and acknowledging of 
lins, which is the high way to everlaſting life. 
Unto the which God bzing us all, Amen. 


The Argument. 
The Mether and the Child of Grace, and of the Repro- 
bate is here declared, and ſer forth: but which of them 
| ſhall be ſaved, and which of them ſhall be damned is 
vot yet revealed to the World, until the laſt and dread- 


ful day of judgment. 
F 3 The 
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| The 20. Hiſtory. 

Ometime there reigned in Rome a mighs 
tp Emperoz, and a rich, named Lypodus 
which tak to wife a fair Uirgin and gentle, 


the daughter ok the Ring of Aſſy ria. This 


young Lady conccived and bare him a Don, 
and in the birth ſhe died: not long akter her 
deceale the Emperoz married another vile, 
and had by her a Son; and immediately after 


the ſecond Child was bon, he ſenc them 


both into a ſtrange Country, there to be 
b2ought up. Now when the Childzen Had 


been there long, the Empels laid: Mp re⸗ 
verend Lozd, ten years be now fully expired 


ſince bare mp Son, and pet A never ſay 
him but once, and that was the firſt dap of his 
birth, therekoze J beſeech pon mp Lo2d, to 
ſend foz him, to the end, that J may onc 
rejoyce me in his ſight, Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
yero2, J have another child by my firſt wife, am 
if J lend fo2 thy Son, then mult J ſend foz then 
both : notwithſtanding, at the Empꝛels requel 


he ſent koz them both. And when they wer 


tome, thep were of paſſing ſcature, and wel 
trained up, and fo paſſing like in all things, 
that hardly the one might be known from the 


ther, but the Father knew the difference. 

Then ſaid the Pother of the ſecond Child: 
my L 92d, J pꝛap pou tell me which of cheſels 
my Son. Then the Emperoz called to 1 
tha 
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| that Son that he begat on his firſt Wife, 


When the Empzels Heard this, ſhe gave all 
care to nouriſh him, and neglected the other 
Child. Now when the Emperoz law this, 
he ſaid, Truly J deceived ther: Without 


doubt this is not thy Son, but one of them 


two is thy Don. Then laid the Wother, 
Py Low, J moſt earneſtly entreat you, that 
you would tell me without diſſembling, which 


of them is my Son. The Emperoz anſwered 


and ſaid, certainly, J will not tell port, 
until they be both come to mans eſtate, anv 
this is my reaſon ; Firſt, J told you that this 
was pour Son, and you cheriſhed him, and 
fozlok that other: and when J told you 
that this was pour Son, then pen flightly 
regarded the firſt, and cheriſhed the lecond, 
therefoze my defire is, that thou cheriſh them 
both alike, that J may have like joy of them. 
When the Empzels heard this, the cheriſhed 
them both alike, And when they were both 
at age, the Emperoz made a great Feaſt, and 
befoze all his Nobles he told his wife openly 
which was her Don, Then rejoyced the Em⸗ 
preſs greatly, and when ſhe had lived a gov 
time, {je ended her life in peace and reſt. 
The Moral. 
Dear friends, this Emperozs Son Le- 


ei tokeneth thole that be choſen to everlaſting 
im! life » and thoſe that be not choſen. The 
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Mother of them is the pꝛovidence of God that 
nouriſheth them both: therefoze our Lon 
will not that his P2ovidence ſhould let the 
would know which be choſen, and which be not 
choſen : Foz if ſhe knew that, then would 
the love the one and hate the other, and ſq 
Charity among us would be overth2own, and 
we fhould live in dilcozd and ſtrike: but 
Truth at the day of Judgment ſhall tell to 
us, which of them ſhall be ſaved, and which 
of them ſhall be damned, Therekoze py 
we in this wozld, that we may come to the e⸗ 
verlaſting Feaſt in Heaven. Unto the which 
God bꝛing us all, Amen. 


The Argument. 

The ungodly of this World will not take any pains to live 
vertuouſſy, and yet oftentimes they are enriched for 
the moſt part with the riches of Fortune, but they are 
not careful of the Reward laid up for the Righteous in 
Heaven, neither do they fear the torments of Hell ap- 
pointed for the Re probates. 


The 2 1. Hiſtory. 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome a Noble 


Emperoz, named Polinus, which had the | 


Sons whom he loved much, Jt bekell upon 
a day, when this Empero lay upon his bed, he 
bethought him to which of his Sons he might 
give his Empire after his deceaſe, Then 
called he to him his thzx Sons, and ſaid; 

— ok pou is molt ſlpathful, he ſhall have 

mine 


m 
fir 
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mine Empire after my deceaſe, The firff 
Son anſwered and ſaid: the Empire by 
reaſon ſhould be mine, fo2 A ant fo floathful 
that if my fot were in the fire, 3 hadrather 
it ſhould be burnt than J would take it out, 
Then ſaid the ſecond 2 Jam (quoth he) moze 
fit foz the Empire than thou, foz though there 
were a Cod about my Peck wherewith A 
ſhould be hanged, and if Jhad a ſharp Sword 
in my hand, foz very floath J would not once 
put fozth my hand, to cut the cozd to fave mp 
life, Aud when theſe two Wzethzen had 
thus ſaid, then the third ſpeak foz himſelf, 
thus: J ought to be Emperoz befo2e you both, 
fo; J exc&d pou in floth, and J will pꝛove it 
thus: I lie upzight in my bed, and there dzop- 
eth water upon mine eyes, and fo2 very ſloth 
J will not move my head: neither to the 
right fide of the bed, no2 to the left, to ſave mp 
ſelf. When the @mpero2 Heard this, he be- 
queathed his Empire unto the poungeſt, as to 


the llothkuleſt of the Bꝛethzen. 


The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
the Devil, which is the Lozd and Father 
over the ungodly in this wozld. By the ſirſt 
Son is underſtod, a man that chanceth into 


evil company, by which he falleth into miſde- 
;|  meanour, and had rather be burnt in the 


tire of ſin then depart from them. The 
lecond 
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fecond ſon betokeneth him that knows him | 


ſelk to be fat bound with the bond of fin, 
wherewtt': he's to be hang'd on the Gallows 
of Yell, and is \o flothful, that He will not 
cut it away with the .Swozd of Repentance, 
By the third Son is underſtob a man that 
hears of the joys of Meaven, and the pains of 
Mell, pet will not move Himſelf to the right 
noꝛ to the left ſide to fozfake his ſins, fo2 fear 
of eternal pain: ſuch a man without doubt, 
fo2 his ſloth ſhall receive the Kingdom of 


Mell, From which keep us our Lozd Jeſus, 


Amen. 
The Argument. 


Mans Soul is a Captain General, with his Forces of Ar- | 


med Vertues, fight againſt a ſtrong City, the World, 
wherein is the Caſtle of Vanity, and in that are poy- 
ſoned Forces of fin, as mortal enemies of mankind, 
againſt whom well to fight, is the means to obtain the 
Victory and triumph everlaſtingly. 


Tae 22. Hiſtory. 


Lexinder the mighty Emperoz ſomes 


time ruled, who beſieged a City ok the 
King of Egypt with a great Poaſt; ncverthe⸗ 
leſs this Emperoz loſt manp wozthy Knights 
without any hurt o2 fkroak, And thus from 
day to dap his people died ſuddenly, whereat 
this Alexander wondzed greatly, and was 


ſozrowful therefoze in his mind, he call'd un⸗ 


to him his wileſt Philoſophers that might 
be found, and demanded of them why his people 
dyed 
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| dyed thus ſuddenly without any wounds e the 


Philoſophers anſwered and laid: Pp Lo2d, 
it is no wonder, fo2 upon the walls of that Ca- 
ſtle within the City ts a Cockatrice, thaough 
whole ſight pour men dye, fo2 they are inkect⸗ 
ed with a venome that cometh from her eyes, 
and thereupon they dye. 

Then this Alexander asked if there were 
any remedy againſt the Cockatrice, The 
Philoſophers anſwered, and ſaid: My Lozd, 
there is god remedy, fo2 if it pleaſe you to 
ſet up a large. Pirrour of clear glaſs over 


aͤgainſt the Cockatrice, between pour Yoſt and 
the wall of the City, when the Cockatrice be- 


holdeth her ſelf in the Pirrour the deadly 
nature of the venomous ſight ſhall return a- 
gain to her (elf, and thus ſhe ſhall dy, and pour 
men thereby ſhall be ſaved, Then the Empe⸗ 


| ro2 did as the Philoſophers counſelled him, 
and ſet up fozthwith a large Mirrour of ex⸗ 


cellent clear &laſs, and thus was the Cock- 
atrice flain, and the Emperoz with his Yoaſt 
made an aſſault on the City, and obtained the 
Uictozp. 

The Moral. 

Dear Friends this Emperoz map be cal- 
led every Chꝛiſtian man, which ought to ga⸗ 
ther an Hoaſt of Uertue, foz without Uertue 
no man can fight Spiritually. The City 
againſt which pe ſhall fight, is the Monsld, 

wherein 
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| 


wherein there is an high Caſtle, that is, Ua⸗ | 


nity of Uanities, and all is but Vanity, In 
this Uanity ſtandeth the Cockatrice, that 
is, p2ide of life; deſire of the eyes, the luf 
of the fleſh, wherefoze this piide inkecteth lo 
many, that they dye in fin everlaſtingly : 
wherekoze the beſt remedy againſt this pzide 
is the conſideration of our uncleannels, how 
we came naked into the wozld, And if it be 
asked why a man is pꝛoud, it map be anfwe- 
red thus: fo2 dekault of cloathing Himſelf with 
vertues: what ſhall we vo when we dye thus 
ghoſtly, but let up a pure mirrour of conlci⸗ 
ence that by that conſcieuce, we map conſider 
our ſitdings, and our buttleneſs, as in a glaſs, 
where we may ſec gur default - And if we do 
thus, without doubt the Cockatrice, that is pꝛide 
of life, deſire of che eyes, and luſt of the fleſh, 


ſhall be utterly deſtroped, and we ſhall obtain 
the victozp of this wozldly City, and by Chziſts 


merits win everlaſting like. Unto the which he 
bing us all, Amen. 


The Argument. 


The Soul of man being converſant in the Body with the 
Fleſh, ſhe ſeeketh by finiſter means to overthrow the 
Soul with her unclean luſts after the World, where 
though the Soul for a time ſuffereth Shipwrack of 
Worldy Felicity, yet the Lion of the Tribe of Juda 
is of power not only to comfort her in neceſſity, and 
to make her to repoſſeſs her former eſtate in the world 
to come. \ 

The 
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old age eſpouſed a fair Lady whom a young 
Kuight loved, and had to do with her as oft 
as him liſt. It befel oy a night, that this 
Emperoz bethought him in his Bed, to viſit 
the City of Jeruſalem, where without any 
moze delap he ozdained all things neccſlary 
foz his journey, and taking his leave of the 
Empzels, and of the States of the Empire, 
went towards the ſaid City, 

When the Empzels heard this, ſhe took 
the Maſter of the Ship aſide , and ſad; If 
thou wilt conſent to me, and be true, ask 
of me what thou wilt, and thou ſhalt be 
ſure to have it. The Paſter of the Ship was 
coxrupt with Covetouſneſs, and ſaid: O my 
dear Lady, whatſoever thou command me, J 
will without fail fulfil it, ſo that thou wilt re⸗ 
ward me for my labour. Then laid the Em⸗ 
pꝛels, befoze thou doſt ought foz me, J will 
give thee what ever thou deſireſl, ſo that thou 
wilt wear to be true to me, and kep my coun- 
ſel. Then the Paſter of the Ship ſware to be 
true to her. : 

Then ſaid the Empzeſs : Pp Low goeth 
with you in pour Ship, therefoze when he is in 
the midſt sf the lea, caſt him overboard, that 
he map be dzownco, and chou ſhalt have _ 
| thou 
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thou wilt koz thy reward. Then the Paſtet 

of the ſhip [lwoze a great Oath, and ſaid: 

By the great God Jupiter, after he cometh 

once within my Ship, vou ſhall never le 

him moze. Then the Lady gave him as much 

= as he would have, and he went to his 
ip. 

And within ſhozt time after the Emperoz 
tok ſhiping, and when it was in the midſt of 
the Sea, the Maſter of the Ship took the 
Emperoz and thzew him overboard into the 
Sea. When the Maſter returned again, he 
told the Empꝛels how he caſt the Emperoꝛ into 
the Sea, whercof ſhe was right glad. 

This Emperoz that was caſt into the Sea, 


had learned in his pouth to ſwim, and ſwam | 


to an Jfland in the Sea, and when he was faint, 
and like to be dzowned, he pꝛaped to God to 
be his help. At length he came into a 


little Iſland, wherein was nothing but Lyons 


and Leopards, and ſuch other beaſts as ſwam 
thither from other Lands. When the Em⸗ 
pero had got to Land in that Ille, he eſpied a 
poung Lion fighting with an old Leopard, 
and the Lion was to weak, and was almoſt 
overcome, Pow the Emperoz had great 
. compaſſion on the Lion, and dꝛew out his wow, 
and fozthwith flew the Leopard. The Lion 
from that time foath followed the Cmperoz, 
and would not leave him koz avp —_— 

eberp 
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every day the pzep that the Lyon twk, he 
bought and laid at the Emperoꝛs feet, and the 
Empero2 lmote fire with a flint fone, and bꝛoi⸗ 


led the body of the beaſts in the skin: and thus 


was he fed by a long ſeaſon. At length, as 
he walked by the Sca-ſhoze, he ſaw a godlp 
Ship come ſailing by, with a high voice he 
cryed, And when the Ship⸗men heard the 
voice, they wondzed what it might be, wheres 
foze they ſailed toward him: and when they 
were come near him, he ſaid : God frienvs 
take me with por, and J ſhall pay you a god 
fraught. So they tok him into their Ship, 
and the Lion followed him, ſwimirg in the 
Dea after the Ship: and when the Lion was 


nder d2owned, the Ship⸗men had pitty on 


him, and tok him into the Ship, Now 
when the Emperoz came to Land, he payed 
his fraught, and went fo2th wich the Lion 
till he came near his own Palace where he 
heard Trumpets, and all other Puſick, and 
as he marvel'd what it might be, there came 
from the Palace a Squire toward him, that 
he knew, but the Squire knew not him: To 
whom the Emperoz ſaid thus: Good friend, 
J pzay the tell me what is the cauſe of this 
Pelody: The Squire anſwered and (aid, 


the Empzeſs is married this dap and all the 


States of the Empire are at the Feaff, and 
therekoze thep make ſuch Pelody. Then 
ſai 
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ſaid the Emperoꝛ to the Squire: where is 
her Yusband that was the Emperoz befoze ? 
The Squire laid, that he went to the Holy 
Land, and was dzowned by the way. Then 
the Emperoz laid: Sir, J pꝛay you tell the 
Empzeks and the Lo2d that ſhall be her hus⸗ 
band, that (J to pleaſe them) will ſhew their 
Pajeſties rare ſpozt with mp Lion, The 
Squire granted to do his errand, and went 
in and told his Low and Lady, that a godly 
old man was at thr Gate, that would ſhew 
them (port with his Lion, Then laid the 
new married Lady, bing him in, he per- 


chance map deſerve meat foz's play. When 


che Emperoz with his Lion was bought 
in, the Lion without any ſetting on, ran 
upon the young Knight that was newly mar⸗ 
ried, and flew him, and when he had ſo 
done, he ran upon the Empzels alſo, and de⸗ 
voured her to the bones, bekoze all the Lozds 
of the Empire. And when the Nobles ſaw 
this, they were greatly aghaſt, and began to 


fie, But the Cmperoz with his fair ſpeech 


perſwaded them, and laid: Lo, this is the 
Uengeance of God, koz this mp Mike, hath 
uled Adulterp long time with this Knight 
that lyeth dead, and ſhe p2actiſeth my death 
with the Paſter of the Ship, and thereupon 
he thzew me into the Dea, but God ſaved me 
from death; and becaule J helpt once this 

Lion 
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Lyon. at a ned, he never fozſok me ſince, 
and nom as pe all ſe, when A came into 
the Palace, without pꝛovoking of me he hath 
lain both the Adulterers; and therefoze un- 
derſtand pe fo2 truth; that Jam pour Empero?, 


Now. when they heard this, they lokeb moze 
ſcriouſip upon him, and dilcerned him to te. 


their Empero2, and greatly rejopcing, pꝛaiſed 
God fo2 that miracle, which had laved their 
Lozd and Emperoz. And they lived together 
a long time in Peace. | 125 

The Moral. | 


Dear Friends, by this Emperoz we may 


underſtand every Chriſtian man that purpo- 
ſeth to viſit the City of Jeruſalem, that is, to 
cet everlaſting life, though Faith. But his 
wife, that is, the wzetched fleſh murmureth 
againſt the Soul, and loveth better an adulte⸗ 
rer, that is deadly ſin, than her  Pusband, 
This Emperoꝛ went into a Ship, taking his 
journey towards the Citp of Jeruſalem, that 
is, he went to the Church of God, which is 
the wap to God: but the Wife, that is, fleſhlp 
men, accuſed him to the Paſter of the Ship, 
that is, to the Pꝛelates of the Church, foz 
great reward which oftentimes do blind the 
light of many Juſtices, whereby many verfect 
men be caſt out of the ſhip into the ſea, to-be 
downed, that is, out of the Church into the 


Dea of this wozld, * what ſhall we do then 
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at this, thus to be troubled in this wotld, | 
| certainly, this ought he to do: let him learn 


to lwim, that is, let him put all his hope in 
God, and by his Gzace he ſhall come to an 
Afland, that is the Religion ok heart, and then 
he ſhall love ever the better to keep Himſelf out 
of this Would, and therefoze St. James ſaith, 
A pure Religion and undefiled before God e- 
ven the Father is this, &c. And he that is in 
this Religion ſhall find a Lion, whom he be⸗ 
hoveth to have againſt the Devil. This Lion 
is our Low Jeſus Chziſt that came of the 
Tribe of Jada, who fighted ever againſt the 


Devil; and if a man hath help, this Lion, that | 


ts, hath ſerved God againſt his enemies at as 
ny time, he may truſt well, that he will not foz⸗ 
fake him at his n&p, accozding to the Plalmiſt, 


ſaying: 1 am with him in trouble. By this 


von thou muſt tame thy wife, that is, thy fleſh, 
with Repcntance, and flap thy fin, and then 
without doubt thou ſhalt obtain the Empire of 
Meaven. Unto the which bing us all our Lo? 
Jeſus, Amen. | 


The Argument. 
The Soul of man eſpouſed to Chriſt in Baptiſm, yet dy- 
eth by means of fin, leaving behind her Son, called Rev 
ſon, or rather the Word of Cod, which ſearcheth the 


diſcaſe of man, her ſinful Father; and being ſent for to 


cure the Malady of his ftep- mothers will, he refuſeth to 
admnifter ghoſtly comforts unſo her. 


The 
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The 24 Hiſtory. 530 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome n Noble 
Emperoz, named Gregory, who married 
a vertuous and beautiful Lady to his Wife, 
This pdung; Lady in due pꝛocels of time, con⸗ 
ceived; and bare a Son, a fair and an amiable 
Child. hen this Child was ten days old, 
his Mother the Empzels dyed : not long afs 
ter, che Emperoz matried another . Mike: 
The ſecond Wife ceuld not affect oz kope bp. 
any means the Emperozs Son, but did him 
all the ſhame and repꝛeach that the might. 
When the Emperoz perceived this, willing 
to pleaſe his wife, he exiled his Don out of 
his Empire, And when the Son was exiled, 
he went and fudied Phyfick, lo that within a 
ſhozt time he was a skilful and cunning Vhyli- 
tian. It befel not long after, that the Empe⸗ 
roy his Father ſickned; and was"almoſt at 
deaths doz, wherefoze, when he heard that his 
Son was ſo god a Phyſitian, he ſerif fo2 him 
by Wetters, piaping' him that he would come 
to him without delay. Pow the Don willing 
to obey His Fathers tommandment, in all 
haſte came to him, and when he had felt his 
pulles, He dilcerned the ſickneſs, and mini- 
—4. phyſick to him, whereby he hoztly reco⸗ 
vered. 
Not long after ; the Empzeſs his Step⸗ 
mother began to fall fick, and manp Phyſitt- 
G 2 ans 
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| 


ans ſaid ſhe would dye. And when the Empe- | 
roz heard this, he ſent to his Son to help. her 


of her ſicknels. Theu ſaid his Son, certaiti- 
ly Father, J will lay no hand on her. Then 
the Emperoz began to wax wꝛoth, and ſatd, 
If thou wilt not obey my Commandement, 
thou Halt hencckozch depart mp Empire. Bis 
Son; auſwered and ſatd: Ik thou do ſos (dear 
Father) cu do unrightly, \o2 well pon know 
that. pou exiled me of your Empire through 
her luggeſtion, and mp abſence was the cauſe 
of your ſicknels, now my pꝛelence is cauſe cf 
her fickneſs,, and therekoze J will not meddle 
with her, no2 uſe any phyfick unto her, fo2 ol⸗ 
tentimes Phyſitians are deceived -in_ their 
Patients therefo2e-J dare lay no hand on her, 
fo2 ik it ſhauld foztune her to dye, men would 
judge that my Phyſjck- were the cauſe-thereof, 
Then (aid the Emperoz: ſhe hath the ve- 
ry ſame ſicknels that J had. His Son an⸗ 
ſwered and ſaid: Though ſhe have the ſame 


ficknels, neverthelels pon are not both of - one | 


conſtitution: fo2 whatſoever J did to pon 
pou were therewith content, and when pon 
lam mc come within the Palace, you rejoyced 
at my coming, and was greatly pleaſed with 
the fight of me that pou begat: Wut when 
this my ſtep⸗mother ſaw me, ſhe was angry, 
and took ſcozu at her heart, and therekoze if J 
ould ſpeak co her, *r fozrow would much 

moze 
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moze encreaſe, and ik Jſhould offer to touch her, 


ſie would be in rage. Alto a Phyſitian pꝛofit⸗ 


eth little except the patient take pceaſure in him: 
Now none can cure her cf envy, And when 
he had ſpoken his mind, he tak his leave and 
departed thence, | 

The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 


every Chziſtian man, which is married to 
Chziſt in the Baptiſm of regeneration , fox 
then the Soul is made the ſpouſe of Chꝛiſt, on 
whom our Saviour begetteth a Son, that is, 
the knowledge of his Mozd and Will. But 
when the child grew up to ſome ten years of 


| age, oz ſome increaſe of vertue, his mother 
Chriſtianity died: then vertue departed from. 


youth, and afterwards the Chziſtian man his 
Father matcheth himſelf wich another wo⸗ 


man, the ſtep⸗mother of the ſaid pouth, na- 


med ignozant Envy, which in no wiſe could 
affect the Emperozs Son of knowledge, wherc- 


kfoze the cauſed him to be baniſhed into a 


ſtrange Country, from his Father and her 
both. It happened that the god Chuſtian man, 
being over-ruled by his Wife , falleth ſick, 


and ſendeth fo2 his Don, that is, knowledge 


of Gods Wozd and Will; to cure him as 
his Phyſitian, who dutifully perkozmeth 
the ſame. Wut his ſtep⸗mother falling fick 
at the ſight of the Emperozs Son, though the 
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Chiiſtiza man her Musband labours ts him | 


to cure her, as a god Phyſfitian of her Soul; | 
yet ſhe not liking his god endeavour to win 
her from her ignozant envp of the Truth, is | 
very hardly hcalcd of her ſickneſs, but often 
times dyed in her ignozant envp and willful 
wickeduelſs, withaut anp hope ok health oz life 
unto eternal ſalvation, ſo.that Phyſtcian comes 
hither. ts tate. 


Tne Arguinent. 

5 Chrift the Son of God ought to be cheriſhed and 
foſtered in our hearts by faith and good life.: which 
is taken from us when we are not thankful unto him 
for his graces. Wherefore the preachers of Gods Word, 
as gaod Pyſitians, are ſent unto us, for to admonith and | 
warn us to perſevere in amendment of life, and conſtant 
hope in Chriſts merits, and ſo to harbour him in our 
hearts, he may thereby beſtow on us the promotion of | 
heavenly bliſs. | 


The 25. Hiſtory. 
Ometimes there dwelt in Rome a migh⸗ 
ty Emperoz named Folenus, who twk to 


wife the Kings Daughter ok Germany , a|- 


fair Lady and courteous, which within ſhot 
time conceived and bare a Son. Then 
the Child was bow, the States of the Em⸗ 
pire came to the Emperoz and every one be⸗ 
ſought the Emperoz to have the bzinging up 
of his Don. The CEmperoz anſwered, and 
ſaid: to mozrom (yall be a Turnep, — 
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there pot ſhall be, and which of port doth 
beſt, and obtaineth the victozp, he ſhall Have 
the keping of my Son: and if he train him up 
well, 4 ſhall pzomoze him to great dignity and 
honour, and ik he do the contrary he ſhall dye the 
fouleſt death that can be thought. 

Then they laid: Moſt Reverend Lo2d, all 
this plealeth us well. On the mozrow, 
when every man was come to the Tournep, 
the States juſted valiantly: but at length 
came a valiant Knight named Joſiis, who 
lo couragiouſly bare himlelk there, that he 
obtained the victozy: and immediately after 
the Tourney was all done, this Joſias tok the 
Child and led him home with him. And be⸗ 
caule the Emperozs Son ſhould be received 
with ſkate in his Country, he lent beioze to 
his Calle, and commanded his Officers that 
they ſhould royally pꝛovide toz him, and that 
the Childs Lodging ſhould be in che midſt of 
the Caſtle, and allo that the ſeven Sciences 
ſhould be poztraid about the Childes bed, 
that when the Child waketh out of his ſip, 
he might lie in his bed and behold the ſame. 
The Unight had a wholſome Well by the 
Childs bed ſive, wherein he uſcd to bathe 
himlelk, and the Bnights wife bear the key of 
the Well, and there was a Window whereat 
the Sun might comkoztably ſhine upon him. 
It koztuned upon a dap, that the Lady left 

| G 4 open 
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| 


open the Window thzough negligence, which | up 


being done, thither came a Bear, and ſeeing. | 
the Window open, went to the Well and 
bathed him therein, of whoſe bathing the 
Well ſavoured after, thzough the great heat 
which was at that time in the hunted Wear, 
whereby whoſoever dzank of the water, waxed 
lep2ctts within ſhozt time after. So it koztuned 
that the Lo2d and the Lady with all the Houle⸗ 
Hold, by dzinking of the water of that Well 
became Lepers, notwithſtanding it appeared 
not preſently. Pot long after it foz2tuned 
there came a great Eagle in at the Mindow 


where che Emperozs Son lap, and bare the 


Child away out cf the Cradle. Now when 
the Lo2d of the Caſtle heard this, he wept 
bitterly, and ſaid : alas, alas, woe is me 
w2etched creature, that ever J was bozn, what 
ſbhall J do: now Jam the Son of Death, 
fo2 Jam become a loathſome Leper, and ſo 
is my Wife with all my Bouſhold, alſo the 
Empero2s Son is loft and gone. 

Now while he thus mourned, there came to 
him a Phyſitian, and ſaid: Sir ik you will 
do after my counſel, peu ſhall not repent you; 
Firſt, it behoveth pou, pour Wife, and all 
your Youſhold to be let blod, and after that to 
be bathed and clean waſhed, and then J will 
apply to peu mp medicine: and when pou arg 


whole then fall peu and your Youſjold walt 


up 
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h up to the mountains, and ſ&k the Emperozs 
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Son, fo2 the Cagle hath let it fall chere in 
ſome place. Then the Lo2d followed the advice 
and counſel thus given them by the Phyſitt- 
an, and fozthwith he and all his Mouſhold 
were let blood, and received the medicine, and 
within a ſhozt time after were all whole and 
ſound. When thep were thus healed, he tak 
his Pozſe, accompanied with thaw men, and 
rode fozth to ſ& the Child, and at laſt he found 
him whole and ſound lping in a valey, wherc⸗ 
at he greatly rejopced. And incontinently 
with great joy and gladnels he led the child 


home to the Empero2 his Father. Now when 


the Emperoz ſaw his Son in god health, he 
was right glad, and promoted him to great 
honour. And lo after that he had long time li⸗ 
ved there in noble ſtate, he after ended his life 
in peace and reſt. 
The Moral. | 
Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
the father ok Heaven, his Son betokeneth 
cur Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt, to nourich whom many 
men dere, at ſuch time as thep received the 
Dacrament of his death and pallton. He nou⸗ 
riſheth him beſt that juſteth with the Devil and 
overcometh him by godly like. This Knight 
that tok his Child with him betokencth a 
god Chziſtian man, that evermoze abſtaineth 
truly from being evil, and laboureth continu⸗ 
ally 


The Hiſtory of | 


atfp to do good to all men. Therefo2e do ve 
fas the Knight did, ſend meſſengers befo2e to 
p2epare and make clean the Caſtle of out 
hearts, from all ſpots of fin, by lively Faith, 


and ſo ſhall this Child Jelus reſt in the n ne! 


of our hearts. 

The Well betokeneth Percy which ought 
fo be next our L02d, foz whoſoever is without 
metrty and truth may not nouriſh the bleſſed 
Child Jeſus; but it happened okt, that the 
Jinights Wife, that is the fleſh of man, bear- 
eth the key of Percp, and oft leaveth that 
Well open, and then comes the Wear, that ts, 
the Devil, and lcaveth his loathſome filth 
in the Well ot Mercy, and whoſoever taſteth 
thereof, hall be infected with the Lep2ofie of 
ſin. The window, wherein the Sun ſhined 1s 


the grace of the Holy Ghoſt, by whom men 
are comfo2ted Ghoſtly, By this window the 
Eagle cometh in, that is the flying affections 
of the wicked Wold, carrying away the 
knowledge of God from us unto the vale of 
ignozance and lecurity, and thou man hath 
great cauſe to weep, but what ſhall we do when 
the Child is gone, but ſend fo2 a skilful Phy-| 
ſitian, that is a diſcreet Piniſter of the Wo | 
of God, which ſhall give him counſel to let 
him blood, and all his Mouſhold, that is to put 
put fin through acknowledging thereof, and 
reconciling himſelf with earneft repentance unt 
bis Heavenly Father, * 
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Then muſt he bathe himſelf with tears of 
contrition and compunction of heart, and after 
that take the Medicine of amendment of lite, 
and ſo live pure and clean from all manner of 
ſin ; and when he had done thus he mult leap 
on the Palfrep of good perbeverance from evil, 
and ride fozth with the thꝛee men, that is, fal- 
ling from evil, pꝛaping to God, and well deſerv- 
ing towards men, and then without doubt he 
ſhall find the Child Jeſus in the valep of Hu⸗ 
mility, not on a Hill, that is Pꝛide. And 
if he do this, doubtleſs he ſhall have might and 
power to nouriſh that bleſſed Child Jeſus, foz 
whoſe nouriſhing the Father of Yeaven ſhall 
promote him unto everlaſting joy. Unto the 
which jop he bzing us, that ſhed his p2ecious 
blod foz us, Amen, 


The Argument. 

Chriſt the giver of everlaſting Glory hath proclaimed a 
like joy and blifs in Heaven, as well to the poor as to 
the rich. Bur the rich ofcentimes coveting all, loſeth 
the prerogative which the poor in heart enjoy by the 
providence of God ? yet as he 15 a righteous God, he 
ordaine th both for the rich and poor in ſuch ſort, that 
if they will they may together joyfully be ſatisfied with 
the great plenty of his abundant graces. ; 


The 26. Hiſtory. 
Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Empero2, named Fulgentius, which gos 
verned his people noble, and loved them ſo 
much 
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much, that he made a proclamation thꝛough⸗ 
out all Nations: that whoſoever would come 
to him, rich oz pos, at a certain day, ſhould 
have their Petition „ whatlocver it were. 
When the mighty men heard this, they were 
glad, and came at the dap alligned, and every 
man put fo2th his Petitions to the Emperoz, 

immediately their Petitions were granted and 
fulfilled, in lo much that a great part of the 
Revenues of the Empire was diſtributed a⸗ 
mong them. Then every man was: joyful, 
and went home again, and tok polleſſion ok 
fuch Lands and Callles as the Emprroz had gi⸗ 
ven them. 


Straight way after, the po men in the 


Emperozs Domintons, gathered them toge- 


— IgE 


ther, and laid, a common cry was made that | 


whoſoever came to the Empcrozs Palace 
ſhould have what be asked. The rich men 
have bien there lately, and obtained their pe⸗ 
titions: therekoze go we now, and try ik we 
may obtain any god ek the Emperoz. Now 
this Counſel liked them all, whercfoze they 
went to the Emperozs Palace, and there 
they put fozth their petition accoꝛding 0 the 
Pꝛoclamation. 

When the Emperoz had heard them, he 
{atd to them: Dear friends, J have heard all 


your petitions : and it is true that mp pꝛocla⸗ 
mation was, that every man tudifferently, | 


ould 
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ſhould come and have their petitions; but the 
rich have been here befoze you, to whom J 
have given all that J had, ſave only the rop⸗ 
alty of my ILozdſhip, and ſo have nothing lefc 
to give pon. Mhereto the poz men ſadly re- 
plied; moſt gracious Soveraign, have compaiz 
Con on us, and let us not go away empty, ſoꝛ we 
know well it is our own default, that we came 
not rather with thoſe other rich and mighty 
men; but ſith it is lo we crave pour grace, 
that we way obtain lome what by the which 
we may live. Then ſaid the Emperoz: God 
friends, though J have given moſt of my 
Lands, Rents, Tenements and Caſtles, to 
the rich men that came befoze pou, neverthe⸗ 
lels, J have kept flill in my own hands the 
Soveraigntp and Dominion over them, and 
that J do give to pou, and ſo thep ſhall be 
your ſervants, and be obedient to you all, And 
when the poz men heard this, they great- 
ly rejopced thereat, and kneeled down to the 
Emperoz and thankt him, ſap:ng: Lo though 
we be come late, vet we be Lo2ds over all thole 
other, And with this they tok their leave, and 
went home again. But when the rich and 
mighty men heard that, they were greatly 
moved, and ozdained a common Parliament 


among themlelves, and thus it was ſpoken 


among them: Klas, alas, how map we ſerve 
them that lemetime were but peaſants, and our 
ſubjects 
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ſubjects in all manner of things and noy 
they be made Lo2ds over us. Therefoze 90 lo 
we all with one allent to the Empero?, and pꝛay 
him foz redꝛels. Mhen this was laid, they F 
fozthwith went to the Emperoz, and ſaid to} an 
him: Reverend Lozd, what may this mean? ne 
Whoſe that were our ſervants even while, be ſe 
now gur Lozds: We beltech pour Vighnels| m 
that it may not be fo, th 

Then ſaid the Emperoz: Mp god friends, m 
J do you no wong, foz my Pꝛoclamation was] de 
common, the whatſoever you asked of me pon] po 
ſhuold have pour petition, and pou alked only off ag 
me Lands and Yoneurs, and all thoſe J habe ha 
granted pou to pour own deſires, inſomuch co 
that J kept nothing koz my ſelf, and pou were| m 
well content at pour going hence. Now af 
ter that came the ſimple and poz men, an) 
asked of me ſome bon, accozding to mp Pꝛo⸗ 
clamation, and J had nothing to give them but} ot 
only the loveraignty and dominion over you, | m 
which J kept in my hands: and when the pan at 
men cryed lo to me, J gave them the authozity ri 
over pou, vet J ſe not that pou can blame me w 
therekoze: fo2 J gave you all the wealth which bi 
J had. Then ſaid they: © dear and gracious] tl 
202d, we p2ay vou let us have pour help and p. 
adviſe in that ſo dangerous a caſe. to 

The Empero2 anſwered, and laid: Sitz m 
if you will follow my adviſe, 3 ſhall give | ke 
god and pꝛofitable Counſel. Zhen 
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Then they laid: we be ready to fulfil whats. 
ſoever you adviſe us fo2 our p2ofit. 

Then laid the Emperoz: Wy loving 
Friends, you Have received of me both Lands 
and Tenements, and alſo great plenty of ho- 
nours and pꝛeferments; the which by my coun- 
ſel pou ſhall impart to the poz men, that they 
map grant unto you the Soveraigntp, and 
that dominion which thep have. When the 
mighty men heard this, thep willingly cons. 
deſcended to impart their gods among the 
po2 men, and they as wiliingly gave them 
again the Authority over them, like as they 
had of the rich men. And thus were they both 
contented and the Emperoz was greatly com- 
mended of the people, becatiſe he lo well con- 
tented both parties. 

The Moral. 

Dear Friends, by this Emperoz is underſtod 
dur Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, which made a Pꝛocla⸗ 
mation by his Pꝛophets, Patriarks, Apoſtles 
and Pzeachers, that every man both poo and 
rich, ſhould come and ask everlaſting joy, and 
without doubt they ſhall obtain their petitions 3 
but the rich and mighty men ask fo2 no other 
thing but wozldly honour, and tranſitozy riches, 
pet this wozld ſhall paſs, and all rhe cove⸗ 
touſneſs thereof: wheretoze he gave them ſo 
much of wozldly wealth, that he had nothing 
koz himſelf, accozding to the Scriptures + 

irds 


AGE, ». > ' 
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Birds ot heaven have neſts, and the Fox's of the 
earth have caves, But the Son of man hath no. 
thing in the earth where he may put his head, 
Mat. 8. 20. The po men be the mek in heart 
of whom the Lo2d ſpcaketh, ſaping: Bleſſed 
be the poor in ſpirit, tor theirs is the king 
dom of Heaven, Mat,5. 20. So it fall ſem 
that they have ſoveratignty in Yeaven above 
the mighty men of the wo2ldz therefo2e theſe 
rich men ought to impart of their temporal, 
riches to the poo? men acco2ding to the 
Scripture: Make you friends, with riches of 
iniquity, that when ye ſhall want, they may 
receive you into everlaſting habitations, Luke, 
10. 9. And accoꝛding to Tob 4. 9. Give Alms 
ot thy ſubſtance : it thou haſt but a little, be 
not afraid to give a little Alms. And thus ye 
may attain unto. the Kingdom of Yeaven, 
Tinto the which J belech Atmighty God 
bing us all. | | 
The Argument, 


The Emperor of Glory Chriſt Jeſus, hath two daugh- 

ters, the one fair, the other foul, the fair daughter 15 
the world, and the pleaſures thereof, and the foul is po- 
verty and trouble: The fair daughter is deſired of na- 
ny, the foul of few, for he that loveth the world re- 
garderh only the vanities thereof, but he that loveth 
Cod will ſuffer all perſecution and trouble for the ob- 
taining of him. 


The 25, Hiſtory.” - 


2 Rome ſometime dwelt a noble Empr-| — 


— named Domitian: which had two daugh⸗ 
| | mY 


* 
nr 
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ters, the one of them was paſſing fair, but dhe 


ether foul and ill favoured: Wherefoze he 


pzoclaimed thaoughout all his Empire, that 
whoſo would take his fair Daughter to wife, 
ſhould have no other thing with her, but her 
beautiful and comelp perſonage; but whoſo 


em] would marry his feul Daughter, ſhould have 


all his Empire after his deceaſe. Now when 
this P2oclamation was made, there came 
many Lozds that deſtred to marry his fair 
Daughter: to whom the Emperoz anſwered 
thus. Sirs ye wot not what pe deſtre; foz, it 
pe marry her, ye ſhall have nothing with her, 


but her beautiful and comely Perſonage: and 


furthermoꝛe, if J give her to one of pou, ras 
ther than to another, you will grudge ; theres 
foe, if ye will nerds have her, and foꝛſake my 
foul Daughter, you ſhall juſt fo2 Her, and he 
that winnech her, ſhall marry her. - 

Then the Pobles and States of the Eni 


pire greatly refoyced ; and fo the lobe of that 
beautikul Damſel they would not only juſt, 
o. but fight alſo. So thep ſet a day of Battel, æ 


many wozthy men were (ain on both ſides; 


«| nevertheleſs, one obtained che Uicozy, and 


eſpouſed that fair Lady. | 
| The ſecond Daughter, which was ful, & 
ll⸗kavoured ſeeing her lifter ſo beſtowed wich 
great ſolemnity, wept daily : thercfoze the 


, | Emperoz her father came to her, & (aid, dear 


Daugh⸗ 


The Hiſtory of | 
Daughter, Why mourneſt thou thus eln fh. 


dear Father,quoth the, it is no wonder thougj| fet 
J mourn, ſeeing my Siſter is married with a] 
great honour and gladneſs, and every mani an 
foykul of her, and no man careth foꝛ my com fer 
pany, therefoze dear Father, what A hall u wi 
3 know not. Then ſaid the Empero: : D m| ,. 
dear Daughter, all that is mine, is thin, th 
and it is not unknown to thee, that he whit fh. 
marryed thy filter, had nothing with her, bu| , 
her beautiful cozps : & therefoze JI chall po wi 
claim in mp own perſon, though mine Em 5 
pire, that what man will marry thee, J ſhal 
alſure him the Empire after my deceale, h 1 
Letters patent. Then this young Laty, 
though ſhe was foul and ill-favoured, neben ., 
theleſs ſhe refoyced greatly i'th p2omiſe 0 zn 
her father. Shoztly after the P2oclamatioi 71 
was thus made, there came a pzoper æ younj| an 
Kt, which eſpouſed the Lady, and after th (, 
death of the Emperoz, he ſeized upon all th] ne 
Empire, and he was crowned Emper0z,. am th 
the Empꝛels; and after that, they lived to gr 
gether a long time in peace and reſt, rie 
The Moral. .. | he 
Dear friends, this Emperoz betokenetl| fir 
onr Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt, which had 2 * wi 
ters, the one fair, and the other foul ; Th c 
fair Daughter betokeneth the wozld, which tz 
is full, fair and delenable to many men. ol C 


a 


| 
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Au foul betokeneth poverty aud trouble, whom 
dug few men deſire to marry with. Nevertheleſs, 
wit a Pꝛoclamation was made by the holy ſcrip- 
ini ture, that whoſo would have his fair Daugh- 
tom ter, that is, the Wozld, ſhould have nothing 
| * with her but her fairneſs, that is, the woꝛdly 
m 5anities, which fade and fall away, like as 
Jne, the beauty of man: but whoſo will Parry 
it the foul Daughter, that is, will voluntarily 
bu teceive poverty and trouble foz Gods love, 
99 without doubt he ſhall obtain the Empire of 
Em heaven, accozding to the Scripture, ſaping: 
hall Ve that have forſaken all things for my love, to 
„ follow me, ſhall have everlaſting Life. 
ay, gan Noble and woꝛthy men have Juſtey 
vet fo the fair Daughter, that is, have ſonghc 
e and travelled by Sea and by Land, in this 
tio Moꝛld, fo2 covetouſneſs of worldlp riches, 
ay! and at length there be many lain: oz there 
th is nothing here, but pꝛide of Life, Covetouſ- 
Ut! neſs of the eyes, of the fleſh, where thzough 
am theſe grievous fins, al the World is put to 
u great damage andmiſchief : So he that mar- 
tied the fair Daughter, that is the world, is 

he that letteth all his affections and whole des 
etl fire, upon the wzetchedneſs e vanities of this 
4 wicked wozld, e will not by any means foz⸗ 
i ſake this vain world, like a w2 etch, But he 
hy that marries the Daughter, that is the god 
i Chrittian man, which oz the love of the 
ul en Alngdom 
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Kingdom ok Heaven, 4 the everlaſfing ſon { 


thereof, foꝛſaketh all this wozld; x not only dot) 
thus, but alſo deſpiſeth Himſelf, obeping ty 
true and eberlaſting Gov in all things; Such 
a man certainly ſhall obtain the jepful am 
happy Empire of Heaven. Unto the whith 
bzing u us our Loꝛd Jeſus. Amen. 


The A rgument. | 
Devotion, Prayer, and Thanksgiving unto God for lis 


Gifts, is a ſweet founding Muſick, delectable in the. 


ears of God: We arc hereby warned) afcer our firſta 
fendinꝑ, not to return to our vomit wich the Dog not 
after wathing, with the Sow, to wallow in the mite: 
No, rather let us bathe our ſelves in ſorrowful and 
hearty repentance in perſeverance in good life, that | 
we may live with Chriſt in everlaſting joy and blib, 


The 28. Hiſtory, 


N Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em 


pero: Named „ dromicha, the Which 7 


bove all things loved Puck. This Cmpu| z 


roz had within his Palace a Mell of ſuch 
vertue, that whoſocber were d2tink, bp dꝛinz⸗ 
ing.the water thereof, ſhould incontinenth 
become freſh again, and be dcliver'd from all 
kind of dizzineſs. There was alſs dwelling 
in the Emperozs Court a Knight named 
/Ydrony whom the Emperoꝛ loved much, 
but oft times he would be dꝛunk, which Vite 
the Emperoz hated above all things. And 


when _ knight _ himſelf * 
then 


Ops 
dot. 
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then would he go to the Mell, and d:ink'of 


— 


the 
uch 
and 


that water, and refreſh himſclf, ſo that what- 
ſever the Emperoz ſaid to him he would an- 
ſwer him ſo reaſonably, that no drunkenneſs 
night be ſeen in him, and fo2 his witty ans 


ich ſuers he was greatly beloved of the Emperoz. 


r his 


the 


Dor | 
Ire: 


he 
fk 


'| Nevertheleſs his fcliows ſought to d2zaw the 


Emperoꝛs love from him. 
Jt foꝛtuned on a dap, that this Empcroz 
vent to the Fozreſt, where he heard a Nigh- 


tof. lingale ing right ptcaſantly : oftentimes af/ 


ter, he would rite early in the mozning, and 
ſometime from his meat, and walk into the 


n (god to hear her ſweet ſong, wheretoze ma⸗ 


of his men laid among themſelves : our 


Tozd dclighteth ſo much in the Nightingals 


long, that he reckoneth nothing our profit, 


infomuch that thꝛoͤugh two things his lobe 
s withdzawn from us, that is, Ydrony the 


knight, and by tic ſweet Song of the Nigh- 


tingale, Then laid an old Knight that was 
among them: Sirs, quoth he, if pe will 
follow my counſel, J ſhall deliver pou of the 
inight Ydrony, and alſo the Nightingale, 
vithout hurt oz death. Zhen they anſwered, 
ind ſaid : whatſoever you adviſe us to do, we 
hall traightwap fulfil, with all our hearts. 
When this Kt, heard thig, within a while 


ol 


7” 
| 


after he chanced to eſpp this Bnight Yd-ong 
dunk, wherefoze ye locked fait the Welk, lo 
9 } when 


n 
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when this Knight Ydrony came to refreh 
| | | he 
Now the Emperoz had a great buſineſs u i | 


himſelf he foundthe Well faſt locked. 


treat of, wherefoze in Haſte he ſent foz this 
Knight becauſe of his great wiſdom, to hay 
his Counſel. And when he came bekoze the 
Emperoz, he was ſo dzunk that he could not 
move his tongue, neither had wit, noz reaſon, 
A92 underſtanding to anſwer the Emperoz u 
his matter, 

Wut when the Emperoz ſaw this, he waz 
greatly vexed, foꝛ as much as he hated that 
dite: Mherefoze he commanded anon, that 
from that dap fozward He ſhould be ſey 
no moze within his Land upon pain «| 
Death. 

This hearing, his foes they refopced, am 
faid unto the old Knight ;: now we be deliye 
red of this Knight Ydrony, there is no mos 
to do, but that we map find a way to be delj 
vered alſo of the Nightingale, in which the 
Emperoꝛ delighteth ſo much, 

Then ſaid the old Knight, Pour ears ſhal 
hear, and pour eyes ſhall ſ&k the Nightingal! 
Hall be deffroyed hoztly, 5 

gt long after, this old Knight eſpied that 
the Nightingale uſed to fic upon a tre ebe 
above the afozeſaid Mell, whereas her mat! 
tame and coupled with her, nevertheleſs i 


anothe, 


the ablente ak her Pate, che cok oftentimes | 


ano 
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mother mate and coupled with him: When 
he had thus done, then would the deſcend 


| the el to bathe her ſelf, that when her 


mate came, he ſhould fel no ill ſavoꝛ oz ſcent 
of that ſhe had done, Mhen the Knight had 
cen this, on a time he locked the well, and 
when the Nightingale would have deſcended 
to bathe her ſelf, after roupling with the o⸗ 
ther Pate, the found the Mell cloſed ; where⸗ 
foze the ew up into the Tree again, and 
mourn'd ſoꝛe in her manner, & left her ſong. 
Then came her Pate and ſaw that the had 
done againſt Her Nature, he returned again, 
and in ſhozt time brought a great multitude 
of Pightingals, which flew his Pate, and 
tareher all in pieces. 
The moral. 

Dear friends this Emperoꝛ betokeneth our 
Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, which loveth greatly 
the Song of Devotion, foz when we pꝛay we 
freak unto God, and when we read, God 
ſpeaketh unto us, The Well that was in the 
Palace betokeneth acknowledging our ſins 
to God. Therefoꝛe if anp be dzunk with fin, 
let him dzink of the Well of acknowledging 
of his fins and without doubt he thall be ſafe. 

This Ydrony betokeneth every man that 
wilkullp returneth again to fin after his acs 
knowledging fin, like as the Dog, that mas 
keth a vomit, and caſteth up the meat that he 

D + hath 
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Hath eaten befoze, and afterward, when he is 
hungry, cometh and eateth it again. Never, 
thelelg if a man that hath thus finned, will | 
dinkof the Well of acknowledging his ſin, 
he ſhall receive his ghoſtly ſtrength. + | 
The Nightingale that late on the tree, be, 
tokens the ſoul that ſitteth on the tree of Þo- 
lp Doerine, And her Song betokencth the 
Soul that ſitteth on the tree of devout Pꝛap⸗ 
ers of Gad. But this Soul doth commit evil 
as oft as the conſenteth to fin. Nevertheleſs, 
if ſhe run tothe Well of acknowledging of 


fin, end bathe her with the Watcr of contri- 
tion, God ſhall love her. | 

But her Foes, that is the Fiends of Hell, 
ſxing this, that God is merciful, they ſtoh 
the Mell of acknowledgment of ſin, that is, 
they would wath-dzaw us from ditiful ac- 
znowledgment, and from due reconciliation 
of our ſelres between us and God, & between 
us and man without ſhame & dꝛead of reven⸗ 
tante, and not declare our ſing. And thus, 
th:ough the temptation of the Devil our ad- 
- bcrfary, many have ben exiled, and put £0 
death everlaſtingly. And therefoze ſtudy we 
to bathe our ſouls in this life in the Well of 
acknowledgment of ſin, with the Water of | 
Contrition, and then we ſhall be ſure in the 
woꝛld to come to Have ſep eberlaſtingly. Un | 
to the which God b:ing us all. Amen. | 
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The Argument. 


The Soul of every good Chriſtian man ought to prepare 
Armed Vertues for to withſtand the aſtaults of the De- 
vil. We are here put in mind of our deliverance from 
death, by the precious blood-ſhed of Jeſus Chriſt : 
which is a terror to all the Devils in Hell, if we conti- 
nue 11 Faith, and believe in him, the bulwark of our 


Slvation. 

The 29. Hiſtory. 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Empero2 Named Hermes, which had a 
mighty ſtrong City, excceding f{frongiv wal- 
led about, and a Bell hanging in the midſt of 
the ſatd City; and whenlvever the Empero2 
went to any Battel without the City, this 
Bell was ever rung; but there did na man 
ring the Bell, but a Uirgin. Mlithin ſhozt 
time akter it befel, that Dꝛagons, Sernents, 
and alſo many other venomous Wealts, im⸗ 
popſoned much people, ſo that the City was 
almoft deſtroyed : Wherefoze, rye States of 
the City went with one accoꝛd to the Empe⸗ 
roz, and ſaid: Lo2d, what ſhall we do- Ko, 
our people, our gods, and our City is almoſt 
deſtroped, and you and we be in peril to pe⸗ 
riſh, thzough theſe cruel Beaſts that conſume 
us, therefoze take we god counſel, oz elſe we 
are undone. Then ſaid rhe Emperoz: What 
think you is beſt to be done in this matter ? 
and how may we be beſt defended » Then 
aͤnlwered one of the wiſeſf, and (aid : By 
Tozd, 
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L 02d, hear mp counſel, and do thereafter, 


and pou ſhall not repent it: Bou have in pour 
Palace a Lyon, ſet up a piece of timber fo; 
the purpoſe, æ thereuntglet the Lyon be nail 
ed and made faſt, and when other venemous 
Beaſts ſe him thus uſed, they will be afraid, 
and fozſake our City, & we ſhall be in ſafety. 
Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ, it pleaſeth me well 
that he be (6 uſed, thereby to ſave you. Then 
thep-tok the Lyon and uſed him in like man- 
ner as afozeſaid, which when the other beafts 
ſaw, flew away foz fear, and never moze af- 
ter wards durſt they come thither. 
The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperoꝛ betokeneth the 
father of Heaven, the City well walled, with 
a Well in the midft, betokeneth the ſoul wal- 
led about with Uertues. The Bell betoken- 
eth aclean Conſcience that warneth a man 
to Battel, when he Gould fight againtt the 
Devil, that he might arm Himſelf befoze 
with vertues. The Virgin that ould al⸗ 
ways ring this Bell in Reaſon, which is a 


Airgin inclineth to all rightfull cleannels. 


The venemous Dzagon that bareth the fire 
betokeneth the fleſh of man, weh. bears the fire 


of covetouſneſs, which burnt Adam our foze- 


father, when he eat of the fozbidden apple. The 

venemous Beaſts that poiſoned the men be⸗ 

tokeneth the fiends of Pell, which foz 5 
| mo 


| 


| 
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| moſt part have deſtroyed all mankind, The 
| ftates of the City betokeneth the Patcriarchs 


and P:ophets, which beſought God of counſel 
and remedy, that mankind might be ſaved, & 


' anon it was counſelled fo2 the beſf remedy, 
that a Lyon (that is Chꝛiſt) ſhould be nailed 


upon the Crols, actozding to the Scripture 


| ſaying thus, It was requiſite that one man ſhould 


dye for the people, leſt all fleſh ſhould periſh, 
Then tek they Chꝛiſt æ hung him on the 


Cꝛols, foꝛ the which the devil dzeadeth Chyi- 


ſtian people, and dares not come nigh them; 

and thus by the grace of God, Chziſtian men 

ſhall come to everlaſting bliſs. Unto which 

bzing us the Lamb of God, which ſhed his 

pꝛecious blood for us. Amen, | 

| The Argument. 

Here 1s fignified the thraldom of man unto Satan byſin, 
till Chrift the Son of God deſcended, with the pow- 


er of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſet him at liberty, and put 
him in poſſeſſion of the Palace of everlaſting felici- 


ty. 
The 30. Hiſtory, 
T Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty 
Emperoꝛ anda merciful, named Mene- 
lay, who oꝛdained ſuch a Law, that what in- 
nocent perſon was taken and put in pꝛiſon, 
if he might eſcape and come to the Emperoꝛs 
Palace, he ſhould be there ſafe from all mans 
ner of accalations againſt him in his life 
time, It was not long after, but it 2 
| AY: 4. 
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that a Knight was accuſcy, Wherefo:e 


he was taken and put in a ſtrong and dark 


J32iſo:nn, where he lap a long time, and had 
no light but a little Window, whereat ſcant 
light thone in, that lighted him to eat ſuch 
fimple meat as the Keper bought him: 


WMherefoꝛe he mourned greatly, and made 


ſozrow that he was thus faſt ſhut up from the 
ſight of men. Nevertheleſs, when the Keeper 
was ene, there tame daily a Nightingale in 
at the window, & ſung full ſwertlp, by whoſe 
ſong thi; wokul Knight was oftentimes fed 
with jop, and when the Bird left oft ſinging, 
then would ſhe fly into the Knights bolome. 
and there this night fed her many a day, of 
the victual that God ſent him. It befel after 
upon a day, that the Knight was greatly de⸗ 
ſolate of comfozt. Nevertheleſs, the Bird 
that late in his boſome feb upon kerneis of 
Nuts, and thus he ſaid to the Bird; Sweet 
Bird, J have ſuſtained thee many a dap, what 
wilt thou give me now in my delslation co 
tcomfozt me Remember thy \clf well, how 
that tijou art the creature of God, and ſo am 
J alſo, and therekoze help me now in this my 
great need. 

When the Wird heard this che flew fozth 
from his boſome, and tarried from him che 
dapeg, but the third day ſhe came again, and 
b:ought in her mouth a pꝛecioug Stone, = 
Aer : 
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laid it in the Knights boſome. And when 
ſic had ſo done, the tok her flight and flew 
from him agatn. The Knight marvclled ac 
the Stone, and at the Wird, and fozthwith 
hetok the Stone in his hand, and touched 
his Gives and Fettcrs therewith, and p22- 
ſently they fell of. And then he aroſc and 
touched the dw2s of the Pꝛiſon, and they 0s 
pened and He eſcaped, and ran kaſt to the 
Emperoꝛs Palace, Wlhen the Keeper of the 
Diſon perceived this, he blew His Bon 
thꝛite, and raiſed us all the Folk of the Citp, 
tied them fo2th, crying with an high voice, 
Lo, the Thief is gone, follow we him alt. 
And with that He ran bekoꝛe all his Fellows 
towards the Knight: And when he came 
nigh him, the Knight bent his Wow, and 
ſhot an Arrow, wherewith he ſmote the kep⸗ 
er in the Lungs, and ſiew him and then ran 
to the palace, where he found ſuccour againſt 
the Law. | | 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who oꝛdained a Law, 
that what Innocent, that is, what perſon 
impziſoned wiongkullyp, might eſcape, and 
come 10 His Palace in his Heavenly Yabitas 
tion th2ough Repentance & true amendment 
of life, ſhould find perpetual ſuccour and 


help, 
T is 


* 
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This Knight betokeneth every one that is 
innocent, and accuſed by enby oz malice un⸗ 
juſtly, taking grief fo2 his pꝛeſent eſtate. 

The Keeper of thisPziſon, betokeneth the 
Devil, that kespeth ſuch a man hard boum 
by fin, and lerveth him with riches and de⸗ 


lights of this tranſitozy wozld, that he ſhould | 


not eſcape from danger. 

The bird that ſingeth ſo ſweetly betokeneth 
the voice of Heaven, that ſaith, to the op, 
pꝛeſſed: Turn again, now turn agun, thou 
Priſoner, that is, turn again thou opp2effed, 
and J wil receive the to Gzate, fo2 when 
Pankind was in thꝛaldome to Satan in 
the Pꝛiſon of Hell, then came there a Wird, 
that is, the Godhead, bearing With him a 
Stone, that betokens our Lozd Jeſus Chaif, 
accozding to the Holy Scripture, ſaping ; 
Jam a Stone, 

The Soul of Ch1ift deſcended with the 
Godhead, and bought with him all mankind 
out of the Pꝛiſon of Hell, therefoze it any 
of us be in the Pꝛilon of wo2ldly oppzeſſion, 
touch we our fins with the Stone, that is, 
with the vertue of the Lozd Jeſus Chziff, 7 
acknowledging our fin in faithful p2ayer, 
by true contrition, and then without doubt, 
the chains of our opp2effion, with the Stone, 
ſhall be broken and fall from us, and the 
do: of Heavenly Gzace ſhall be opened, 191 
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tall obtain Help and ſuccour in the Palace of 
the Heavenly Habitation, 

And if the keeper of the Pꝛiſon, that is the 
Devil (which is the blower of the Yo2zn of 
ide, letchery, 02 covetouſneſs, ſtir in us any 
fins, then turn we towards him manfully, x 
ſhot at him the Arrow of conſtant Faith in 
Jeſus Chziſt, by true and unfeigned Kepen⸗ 
tance, # without doubt He ſhall fly from us: 
and then by the grace of God, we map obtain 
the Palace of Heavenly bliſs, where we ſhall 
behold the King of all glozp. Unto the which 
bzing us our Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 

The Argument. 


Apoor man exalted to dignity, is here admoniſhed not to 
be unthankful, and to render evil for good, but even 
to the moſt ſimple ones to be grateful for any benefit, 
elſe ſurely God that gives thee this promotion, will 
make the brutiſn creatures of the earth thy enemies, 
and de poſe thee from thy dignity; and he that hath 
helped thee, be he never ſo baſe, may in the end have 
better favour with God and man than thy ſelf, where- 
fore be warned of ingratitude by this example, and 
know thy ſelf, thy God, and Friend. | 


The 31. Hiſtory, 
r — there dwelr in Rome a mighty 
Emperoꝛ, Named E bolides. It foztuned 
on a dap, that this Emperoz walked into a 
great Foꝛreſt to take his pleaſure, where he 
met ſuddenly with a poꝛ man, andſo ſon as 


the Emperoꝛ ſaw him, he was greatly m_ 
ith 
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with mercy, and ſaid, God Friend, whence 
arc thou? Py Soveraign Lo2d, quoth he, 3 
em pour Subject bozn in your Land, and ar; 
now in great poverty. Then laid the Em 
peroz: If J knew that thou wert true in e- 
very thing, J would promote three to great 
riches, therekoꝛe tell me what is thy Name 
By Lozd, quoth he, J am called Lentulys,g 
J p2omiſe pou to do pou true ſervice, and i 
do otherwiſe, 4 ſubmit my ſclfto all man» 
ner of puniſhment that you can put me to; 
When the Em peroꝛ heard that, he promoted 
him incontinentlp to great riches, æ ſhortlp 
after he made him a Knight, 4 the Steward 
of his Land. And when he was thus exalted 
to honour, he wared very proud, inſomuch that 
he deſpiſed both his ſuperiours, t inkeriours: 
Mot long after this ſteward rode bp a great 
Fozreſt, where he met with ths Foz2refter, 
and charged him that he ſhould make a hun⸗ 
d:cd pits in the ground and cover them over 
with green gralſe and (mall boughs, that if 
wild beaſts foztuned to go to the Fo2reft that 
way, they might fall in, £4 ſo being taken, be 
bzought to the Emperoz. The Fo2refter an- 
ſwcred, laid: Sir, as you have ſaid, it ſhall 
be done. Not long after it koztuned that 
this Steward rode to the Foꝛteſt again to ſie 
if thoſe pits were made, ard 2s he rode, he 


bcthought himſclf how went man, and 


how 


| 
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how mighty. in power he was made, and how 
moſt men in the Empire obeped him, and 
were at's command, As he rode thus think⸗ 
ing, he ſaid to himſelk: There is no man 
greater than J, and with that he ſmote His 
Hozle with his ſpurs, and ſuddenly he fell in- 
tone of the deep pits, that he himſelk had oꝛ⸗ 
dained befoze, foz the wilde 1Bcaſts, and ſoz 
the great derpnels thereof he could not riſe 
again by any manner of means, wherekoze he 
languiſhed' in —— perplexity: and ſtraight 
way after him came a fietce Lyon, and fell 
into the ſame pit, I after the Lyon an Ape, 
ind after the Ape a Serpent. Mhen the 
Steward was thus beſct with theſe Bealks; 
he was exceedingly afraid... ... 

Thenat that time was dwelling in the 
City, a pod) man named Guy, that had no 
tichecs ſave only an Als, whereon daily he 
carried ſficks and wod chat fell from trees, 
andſuchas he could get in the Fozrelf, and 
thoſe he b2ought to the Parket and ſold 
them: and in this wiſe ſuſtained himſelf and 
his wife as long as he might. 

It foztuned that this pz Guy went ta 
the Foꝛreſt as he was wont, and as he came 
by the deep pit, he heard a man cry and lap: 
O dear friend, what art thou - fo2 Gods ſake 
help me, and I ſhall recompenſe thee ſo wel 


this 


JI Y Or 


this pw) Guy heard that it was the voice of 
a man, he marvelled greatly, and fſfod ſtill on 
the Pits bzink, and laid: Lo, god friend, 3 
am como, why haſt thou cal'd, me ? Then ſaid 
the Knight, Dear Friend Jam Steward of 
all the Emperozs Kand, and thus by foztune 
JI am fallen into the pit, and here be with me 
th2& Wraſts, that is, a Lyon, an Ape. and 


a hozrible Serpent which J fear moſt of all, | 


and J wot not by which of them J Gall be 
devoured; therefoze J pꝛay the get a long 
Rope. wherewith thou maiſt draw me out 
of this deep pit, and J will make the rich fo; 
ever hereafter: koz if J have not help the ra- 
ther, J ſhall be devoured of theſe Wild 
Beaſts. 

Then ſaid this poꝛ Guy, J map full ill at 


this time intend to help the, foz J have nv | 


thing to live on, but that J gather wwd, and 
carry it to the Parket to ſell, wherewith 3 
am ſuſtained, Nevertheleſs, J will leave mp 
purpoſed labour, and fulfill thy will, and if 
thou reward me not, it will be a great hin, 
dꝛante to me, and to my pw2 Mife. Then 
the Steward made a great Oath & laid: 3 
will pzomote thee & thine to great Wealth, 
Then ſaid Guy, if pou will perfozm your p20 
mile, J ſhall do what you command me. And 
with that He went again to the City, and 
bought there a long Rope; and came to 5. 
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Pit again, and ſaid: Sir Steward, loe Here J 
let down a Rope to ther, bind thy ſelf about 
the middle therewith, that J map pull thee 
ug. Then was the Steward glad, and laid: 
God friend let down the Rope ; © with that 
he caft the end of the Rope down into the pit; 
And when the Lyon ſaw it, he caught the rope 
and held faſt, and Guy dꝛew up the Lyon, 


 wening in Himſelf he had d2awn up the Ste⸗ 


ward, and when he had ſo done, the Lyon 
thanked in his manner, and ran to the Mod. 
The ſecond time chat Guy let down the Rope 
the Ape leapt to it, and caught it faſt, x when 
he was 2zawn up, he thanked Guy in his 
manner, and ran to the Mod, The third 
time he let down the Rope, he d2cw up the 


Serpent, which thanked him and went to the 


wod, Then the Steward crped with a loun 
boice : O dear friend, now Jam delivered of 
theſe th2ce ravenous Weaſts, let down thy 
Rope to me, that J may come up. Then this 
po Guy let down the Rope and the ſteward 
bound himſelf faſt about the middle, and Guy 
ew him up. And when he was thus Help 

out of the pit, he ſaid to Guy as followeth: 
Come ta me to moz2row to the Palace, and 
then J will reward the. Then po; Guy re⸗ 
joyted thereat, and went home without Ke⸗ 
ward. Then his Wife demanded of him 
why he gather ' d no wad whereby they might 
J 3 wie 
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live that dap. Then told he Her of the event 
as it bekel, yow the Steward fell into the pit 
(and alſo the Lyon, the Ape and the Serpent) 

that he had made in the Forreft, 4 how he haz 
holpen him out with a Rope, and faved him 

from being devoured of the thr venemans 

Beats : and that he ſhouldgo to the Stews | 

ard, and ketch his Reward on the moꝛ rob, 

Uhen's wife heard this, ſhe refoyced great- 

Ip, and ſaid: If it ſhall be ſo, pzay pon riſe 
to mozrob at a due hour and go to the Pa⸗ 

lace, and recetve pour Reward, that we may 

be comfo2tcd thereby. 

Se in the mozning Guy aroſe, and went to L 
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the Palace, and knocked at the Gate: then | 
tame the Po: ter, and asked the cauſe of his 1 
znccking 2 J pꝛay thœ quoth this Guy, goto | F 
the ſteward, 4 lap to him: That here abideth yu 
a poꝛ man at the Gate, that ſpake with him | 7% 
ycſterdap in the Fozreſt. The Pozter went he 
E told the Steward as the pon man had ſaid; > 
( 


Then ſaid the Steward: So pou again, and 
tell Hiin, that he lyeth, fo; peſterdap lpake J » 
with no man in the F62reft, and charge him | 0 
that he go away x trouble me no moꝛe. The he 
Poꝛter went fozth, & fold po? Guy what the t 
Steward had ſaid, and charged him to gos | **** 
way. Then was this pw2 Guy ſoꝛzrowful, wit 
and went home, and he told his wife how the 


Steward anſwered him. Dis Mike comfo 
3 5 tet 
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ted him in all ſhe might, and ſaid ; Go pon 
again and pꝛobe him chzice. 

Then on the mozrow this Guy aroſe, and 
went to the Palace again, p:aping the Poz- 
ter to do his errand once again to the Stew- 
ard. The Pozter anſwered and ſaid ; Gladly 
wauld J do thy errand, but J fear me loze it 
will be to thy hurt. Then went he in and told 
the Steward, That this poz man was again 
returned, when the Steward heard that, he 


went out, and all to beat poꝛ Guy, and left 


him in peril of death. 

When his Wife heard this, he came with 
her Alle, and led him home as ſhe might, and 
al that ſhe Had the ſpent upon Surgeons, and 
Phpſicians to help him: and when he 'was 
perfectly whole, he went to the Foꝛreſt as he 
was wont, foz to gather fiicks & mall wob 
fo his living. And as he went in the Fo2refi, 
he ſaw a Lpon diving befoze him ten Alles 
that were laden with rich Jewels and Per⸗ 
chandiſe. This Lyon dꝛove fo:th the Alles 
befoze Guy, which fearcd him ſore, leſt he 
Gould have devoured Him, nevertheleſs when 
he beheld the Lyon better, he knew well that 
it was the ſame Lyon that he dꝛew out of the 
pit, This Lpon left not Guy till all the Alles 
with the Perchandile were entred into his 
yard, and chen the Kpon did him oberlante, 


and ran to the Wod, 
J 3 Then 


The Hiſtory of 


Then Guy learched the fardels. and found 
great riches therein, wherekoꝛe he made pꝛo⸗ 
clamation in divers Churches if any man had 
loft ſuch gods he ſhould have them again, 
but there was none that challenged them, 


And when Guy (aw this: he ſold the gods, 


and bought tberewith Boule and Land and 
{o was made rich, Nevertheleſs He went to 
the Fozreſt, as he did befoze. And as he was 
in the Foreſt gathering wed, he eſpyed the 
Areon the top of a Tree, b:ceking boughs 
fuſtlip with her teeth and claws,and thiowing 
them down, ſo that in ſhozt time Guy had 
loaded his Alle: And when he had ſo done, 

ſhe went her wap and Guy went home. 
Now Guy on the mozrow went to the Foꝛ⸗ 
reſt again, and as he ſate binding his fagots, 
he ſawthe Serpent that he b2cw out of the 
pit come towards him, bearing in her mouth 
a pꝛecious ſtone ofth2& colours, which the let 
fall at Guy's fekt, & when the had thus done, 
fie killed his kt and went her way. Then 
Cuy tokup the ſtone, and marvelled greatly 
of what vertue it might be, wherefoze he roſe 
up, and went to a Jeweller named Peter, and 
ſaid: Dear Brother, J p2ay thee tell me the 
bertue of this precious ſtone, and I ſhall re- 
ward thee foz thy labour, When this Jewel- 
ler had well beheld and underſtod the nature 
of the ſtone, he laid: God friend, if thou 1 
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ſell che Stone, J ſhall give the an hundꝛed 
parks foꝛ it, Then ſaid Guy, J will not ſell 
the Stone, till thou tell me truly the vertues 
thereof. Then ſaid the Jeweller, without 
doubt this Stone hath three vertues: the firſt 
bertue is, that whoſoever beareth this Stone 
about him, ſhall have jop without ſoꝛrow: 
the ſecond vertue is, that he ſhall have plenty 
without want: the third vertue is, that he 
ſhall have light without darkneſs, and it hath 
alſo another vertue, that no man may ſell it, 
but koꝛ as much as it is worth, e if he do the 
contrary, the Stone returneth again to the 
firſt owner, When Guy heard this, he was 
right jopful, and ſaid ts himſelf, in a god 
hour J dꝛe w there beafts out of the pit. 

Not long after it befel, that this Guy was 
made paſſing rich, and bought great poſſefi- 
ons and livings, wherefo:e within a while 
he was made a Knight. 

It was not long after, but the Emperoꝛ 
had knowledge how Sir Guy had a Stone of 
ſuch vertue, wherefoze he ſent foz Sir Guy, 
commanding him to come in all haſte, and fo 
he did. And wben Sir Guy was come tothe 


Emperoꝛ, and he ſaid unto him: my frieny, 


J have heard ſay that ſometimes thou wert in 
great poverty, & now thou art made rich by 
the vertue of a little ſtone, therekoꝛe J pꝛap 
thx that thou ſeli me that Stone. Sir Guy 
| 14 aͤnlwered 
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anſwcred and ſaid, that map J not do, fo) ſo 
long as J have that fone J am ſure of th:g 
things, that is of joy without ſoꝛrow, plenty 
Lithcut want, andlight without darkneſs. 

When the Empers? heard this, he had a 
greater defire to bup the Stone than He had 
efore, and laid to him : Dir Guy, of two 
things thou muſt chule one, that is, whether 

thou wilt fozſake this Empire, and all thy 
kindꝛed, 02 elſe (ell me the Stone. Then ſaid 
Str Guy: Pp Lo2d. if it muſt needs be thus 
be it at pour will. Nevertheleſs J ſhall tel 
pou the pꝛopertp ok this fone, ik you pay not 
foz it as it is wozth, without doubt it will 
come to me again. Then the Emperoz ſaid, 
ſurelp J will give ſutficient, foz thou ſhalt 
reteibe of me there foꝛe a thouſand pound, am 
ſo it was done. Sir Guy reteived the money, 
and went home, 

On the moꝛrob early he opened his Col, 
fer, and found the Stone, and then he told to 
the Lady his Wife, how he had found in his 

C offer the Stone which he had ſold to the 


Emperoz. Then ſaid his Wife : God Sir, 


 Hafteyouunto the Emperoꝛ again, and give 
him the Stone, leit he be diſplealed, and 
thꝛough malice repute ſome deceit in us. 
Then went Sir Guy again to the Empero?, 
and ſaid to him: Py Lozd, veſterday J ſold 
pou a Stone, which if it pleaſe you, J 8 
din 
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lain ſee. The Empero! went fo! his Stone 
tz the Treaſury, but found it not, wherekoꝛe 
he was right ſozrowful, and came again, and 
told Sir Guy how it was loſt: then ſaid Dir 
Cuy: Mp Lord, grieve you not, fo2 J told 
you yeſterday, that J might not ſell it, except 
J had the value thereof, and yeſterday J re- 
ceived a thouland pound of pou therefoze, and 
this day I found it in my Coffer again, and 
therekoꝛe if J Had not bzought the ſfone again, 
peradventure you would have told me pour 
heavy countenance, and with that he Gewey 
faththe Stone, Whereat the Emperoꝛ mar- 
velled greatlp, and ſaid, Sir Guy, by the 
faith that thou oweſt to me, tell me how th oil 
cameſt by this Stone. 

Then ſaid Sir Guy, by the faith that J 
we to you, J ſhall tell you the very truth, 
Js touching the Stone. 

Pour Steward that is ſo promoted up of 
nought, cauſcd many deep Pits ta be made in 
pour Foreſt, and it foꝛtuned that he not long 
after fell into one of them himſelf, x through 


the deepnels thereof could not rile again. Ic 


thaͤnced alſo the ſame dap, that a Lyon, an 
Ape, xa Serpent fell into the pit with him, 
at which time J was a very pwo2 man, 4 tok 
great pains fo2 my living, and as J walked 


intothe Foꝛreſt with mine Als to gather woy 


he cryed to me to help him out of the Pit, and 
{ave 
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ſave him from death, foz there were in the 
Pit with him thze venomous beaſts, that is, 
a Lyon, an Ape, and a foul Serpent, am 
then he pꝛomiſed me by his wozd, to pꝛomote 
me + all mp kindꝛed to great riches ; which 
when J heard, J was right glad, and let down 
a Rope unto him, ſuppoſing to have dzabn 
him up, and haled up a Lyon, and after that 
an Ape, and after a Serpent, and at the lat 
your Steward. 

The Lyon gave me ten Ales laden with 


Perchandile, the Ape gave me as much wa | 


as mine Aﬀe would bear, and the Serpent 
gave me this (tons that A have fold you ; but 
your Steward beat me, and wounded me (. 
{oe fo2 my god will, that J was bozn home 
upon mine Atte. 

When the Empe ro; heard this, his heart 
was moved greatly againſt the Steward, 
wherekoꝛe he examin'd him of that falſe ded; 
but he was dumb, and would not ſpeak, fo! 
ſo much that he could not deny his ingratv 
tude. 

Then laid the Emperoz: O thou wzetched 
creature; unrealonable Beaſts, as the Lyon, 
the Ape, and the Serpent, rewarded him fo; 
His god died, and thou that art a reaſonable 
man haſt almoſt beaten him to death ? ſaved 
the, t tok the out of the pit, therefoze foz thy 
falſt od wickedneſs, J judge the to be hany 
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ed this day on the Gallows, and all thy gods 
and lands J grant to Sir Guy, and alſs A 


| ndain that Sir Guy ſhall occupy thy place, 


and be my Steward: and ſo it was done. 
When Sir Guy was thus rewarded by the 
Empero2 © made Steward, he was well be- 
loved of every man as long as he lived, and at 
the laſt ended his life with honour in peace, 
| ' The Moral, 
This Emperoꝛ betokeneth the Father of 
Þcaven the poz man betokeneth every man 


that cometh into this wozld, and at laſt is 


homoted to great riches and wo2dlp honoꝛ, 
as the Pſalmift ſaith: God lifteth up tbe poor 
man out of the mire, But many (ſuch men 
neither know God no2 themſelves, but cauſe 
dep pits to be made, that is unkindnels and 
malice, they ozdain againſt ſimple men, into 
the which pit the Devil oft caſteth them to 
fall, accozding to the Text in Eccleſiaſticus, 
who maketh a pit for another man, himſelf 
filleth therein: Which Text was pꝛobed by 
Hamon, who cauſed a Gallows to be ſet up 
. but was hanged thereon him⸗ 

elf, | 
This Guy that went daily to the Fozreff 
with his Als to gather wod, betokens every 
juſt x godly man, fearing God in the Foreſt 
of this would ; his wod that he gathereth be⸗ 
tokeneth his faith and god wozks, which he 
carrictiz 


is 
5, 


The Hiſtory of 


carrieth upon his Alle humane endeabou, 
whereby his ſoul map have jop, & live in the 
tabernacle of Heaven, and as the Steward, 
the Lyon, the Ape andthe Serpent fell inte 
the pit, right ſo a ſinful man kallech into the 
pit of ſin: But the Lyon of the Tribe of Jud, 
(that is Jeſus Chꝛiſt) deſcended with himaz 
oftentimes as the ſinner hath will to come n. 
grace. Therekoze ſaith the Plalmiſt, 1 an 
with him in Tribulation. 

This Guy dzaweth up the Lyon, that is 
mans {ou} out of the pit, by the coꝛd of vertur 
he dꝛew up the Ape alſo, that is, contrary 
will to reaſon, that he map obep to reaſon; 
fo: of all manner of Bcaſts, the Ape is molt 
like to man, like as amongſt all the-ltrength 
ot the ſoul, diſcretion ought to be linked with 
reaſon, and to obep reaſon. Ye d2cw up all) 
a Serpent, by which is to be underſtood re 
pentance, fo2 two cauſes: fo; as the Serpent 
beareth in his mouth venom, and in his tay! 
a medicine: right ſo repentance beareth at 
the beginning bitterneſs to the doer, yet it 1s 
five: « medicinable unto the ſoul at the end, 
and therefoze every juſt man ſyould dzaw t0 
him the Serpent of repentance. Then at the 
laſt he dꝛew up the Steward from the pit of 
in, accoꝛsing unto Cheiſts ſaying, I am come 
not onely to call rhe Righteous, but Sinners to 
Repentince. Alſo it is Witten, that _ 
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the Philoſopher taught the Emperoꝛ many 
Laws and Uertues of truth, and at lack as 
the Steward did, he ſought the death of Sene⸗ 
. Alſo Chꝛiſt gave power to Judas to wo2k 
miracles, as he did to the other Diſciples, 
pet betrayed him at laſt ; Right fo, now a- 
ys many childꝛen of Belial delight moze to 
do harm than god, eſpecially to them that 
would inffruct them perfectly both foz Soul 
and Godoy. | | 

The Lpon gave to the juſt and godly pw2 
man ten Alles laden with Perchandile: that 
s, our Loꝛd Jeſus Chaeilt gives unto every 
righteous man ten Commandements char- 
ged with Ueriucs, by which he groweth to the 
riches of Heaven. | 
.The Ape allo gathcreth Him wod, as ofc 
a3 the juſt man wozketh the wozks of faich : 
for wood neceſſarily is profitable fo2 two u⸗ 
ſes, that is, to make a fire, to build houſes ; e⸗ 
ven ſo Charity rejoyeeth God and Angels in 
Heaven accozding to Scripture, More joy is 
among Angels for one ſinner that repenteth, 
&, Charity alſo raiſeth the Youle of Yeao' | 
ben againſt the coming of the Soul. 

The Serpent alſo gave him a ſtone. of thee 
divers colours, which betokeneth sur Lo2d 
Jeſus Chzilt, whom we ſeek by Repentance, 
Therefoꝛe ſaith St. Jerome, in his {econd 
Table thus: We ſhould repent us after our 
fnipwrack. N That 


en 
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Chat Chziſt is the Stone, may be pꝛobed 
by htmſclf, ſaping ; I am a living Stone; Chiif 
hath th:& colours, which betokeneth the pow, 


er of the Father, the wiſdom of the Son, 


& the humility of the holy Ghost: Therekoꝛt 
whoſo may get this pzecious {one ſhall hate 
the Empire of Heaven, foy without ſozrow, 
plenty without want, t light without park 
neſs. Unto the which bzing us our Lon 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


The Argument. 

By the Nativity of Chriſt proceedeth joy ful gladneſs u 
the World, and — unto m:nkind; yet jj 
man unthankful unto God, contrary to his promiſe 
made in Baptiſm. We are warned in all wordly tem- 
peſts continually to cleave to Chriſt by Faith and 
Hope, to continue well doing, and to withftand the 
malice of the Devil ; The Preachers of Gods Won, 
are ſent of God to confound the Devil by ſound Ds 
&rine and good life. Life and Death is ſer before men; 
we oughr then to chuſe that life, that may be for our 
everlaſting comfort. 


The 32. Hiſtory. - 

Ometime dwelt in Rome à mighty En, 
peroꝛ, named Anſelm; who had married the 
Kings Daughter of Jeruſalem, a fair Lady 
and gracious in the ſight of every man, but 
He was long time with the Emperor, ere a 
bare him any Child, wherefoze the Nobles ol 

Empire were very ſozrowful, becauſe their 


Lozd had no Heir of his own body aha” 
| 


of 
their 
te ll 
Til 
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Till at laſt it befel, chat this Anſelm walked 
after ſupper, in an evening, into his Garden, 
and bethought himſelf that he had no Heir, 


| and how the King of Ampluy warred on him 


continually, fo2 ſo much as he had no Son to 
make defence in his abſence, therefo:e he was 
ſoꝛ rowful, and went to His Chamber & flept. 
Then he thought he ſaw a Uifion in his lp, 
that the moꝛning was moze clear than it was 
wont to be, and that the Pon was much pa- 
ler on the one fide than on the other. And 
after He ſaw a Bird of two colours, and by 
that Wird ſtod two Weaſts, which fed that 


b | little Bird with their heat. And after that 


tame moze 2Beafts, and bowing their bzeafts 
towards the Bird, went their wap: Then 
tame there divers Birds that ſung ſweetly, © 
jleaſantly, with that the Emperoz awaked. 
Jn the mozning early this Anſelm re- 
membzed his viſlon, x wondered much whac 
it might &gnifie, wherefoze He called to Him 
his Philoſophers, « all the States of the Ems 
fire & told them his Dꝛeam; charging them 
to tell him the ſignification thereof, on pain 
if death, & if they told him the true interpze⸗ 
tation thereof, he pzomis'd them god reward. 
Then laid they: dear L92d, tell us pour 
eam, & we ſhall declare to you what it be⸗ 
tezens. Then the Empero2 told them krom 
the beginning to the ending, as is afoze- 
laid. 
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ſaid, When the Philoſophers heard this, 
with glad chear they anſwered and lald: Sit, 


the Uiſion that you ſaw betokeneth god, fo? 


the Empire ſhall be clearer than it is. 

The man that is moze pale on the one ſide 
than on the other, betokeneth the Empzels, 
that hath loſt part of her colour, though the 
conception of a Son that ſhe hath conceive, 


The little Bird betokencth the Son that ſhe 
hall bear, The two beafts that fed this Bid 


betoken the wiſe k rich men of the Empire 
which ſhall obey the Son. Thele other beafts 
that bowed their bꝛeaſts to the Bird, betoken 
many other Nations that chall do him Io, 
mage. The Wird that lang lo ſweetly to this 
little Bird, betokeneth the Romans, who 
chall re jopce æ ſing becaule of his birth. This 
is the very interpꝛetation of pour Dꝛeam. 
When the Empero2 heard this, he Was 
right joyful. Son after that the Empreſs 
travelled in Child⸗birth, and was delivered 
of a fair Son, at whole birth there was great 
and wonderkul jop made. Ls 
When the King of Ampluy heard this, he 
thought in Himſclf thus: Lo, J Have warred 
againſtthe Emperoꝛ all the daps of my like, 


and now he hath. a Son, who when he cometh | 
to full age, will revenge the w2ong Jhave done 


againſt his Father, therekoꝛe it is better that 


4 ſend to the Emperoꝛ, and beſcech him of 


rice 
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truce and peace, that the Son map have no⸗ 


thing again me when he cometh to man⸗ 
hod : When he had thus ſaid to himſelk, he 


wzoce to the Emperoꝛ, beſeching him to have 


| peace, .Uhen the Empero2 ſaw that the B. 


if Ampluy wzote to him moze foz fear than 
fo: love, he w2ote again to him, that if he 
would find god k (ufficient ſureties to keep 


| the peace, & bind himſelf all the dapes of his 
life to do Him ſervice and Homage, he would 


receive him to peace. 

When the King had read the tens! ok the 
Emperoꝛs Letter, he cal'd his counſel pꝛap⸗ 
ing them to give him Counlel how he might 
beſt do, as touching this matter. Then ſaid 
they: It is god that pe obey the Emperors 


| vil and commandment in all things. Foz 
| firſt, in that he deſired of pou ſurety foz the 


Peace, to this we anſwer, thus; Pe have but 
one Daughter, and the Emperoz one Son, 
wherefoze, let a marriage be made betwen 
them, and that may be a perpetual Covenant 
if peace. Alſo he asketh homage and tribute, 
which it is god to fulfil. Then the R. ſent's 
Pelſengers to the Emperoz, ſaping: that he 
would fulfil His deüre in all things, ik it 


might pleaſe his Þighnels, that his Son and 
the Ks. Daughter might be married toge⸗ 
ther. All this well pleaſed the Emperoꝛ, pet 
e ſent again, ſaping: If his Daughter were 
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a clean Uirgin from her birth unto that day 
he would conſent to that marriage. Then 
was the King right glad, foz his Daughter 
was a clean Uirgin. 

Thercfoze when the Letters of Covenant 
and compact were ſealed, the King furniſhed 
a fair Ship, wherein he might ſend his 
Daughter with many Noble Linights, La 
dies, and great Riches unto the Emperoz, 
foꝛ to habe his Son in marriage. 

And when thep were ſailing in the Sea to- 
wards Rome, a floꝛzm aroſe ſo extreamly & ſo 
hozriblp, that the ſhip bꝛake againſt a Rock, 
and they were all dꝛowned, ſave only the 
young Lady, which fired her hope and heart 
{o greatly on God, that ſhe was ſaved, and 
about thy of the clock the tempeſt ceaſed, and 
the Lady dꝛobe fozth over the waves in that 
bꝛoken ſhip which was caſt up again: but a 
{uge ULhale followed after, readp to devoir 
both the thip and Her. UWherefoze this poung 
Lady when night came, ſmote fire with a ſtone 


wherewith the ſhip was greatly lightened, 


and then the Whale durſt not adventure to⸗ 
ward the ſhip for fear ok light. At the Cock 
crowing, this poung Lady was ſo weary of 
the great tempeſt « trouble of Sea, that the 
Kept, and within a little while After the fire 
ccaſed, and the Whale came and devoured 
he Virgin, And when ſhe awaked and found 


let 
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her ſelf ſwallowed up in the UWhales bell, 


| he ſmote fire, and with a knife wounded the 


Whale in many places, & when the Whale 
felt himſelf wounded, accoꝛding to his nature 
he began to ſwim to Land, | 
There was dwelling at that time in a 
Country near by, a noble Earl named Pirris, 
who fo2 his recreation walking on the Sea 
ſhoe, ſaw the Whale coming towards the 
Land, wherefoze he turned home again, and 
gathered a great many of men and woinen, 
and came thither again, and fought with the 
Whale, and wounded him very ſoze, and as 
they lmote, the Paiden that was in his belly 
tryed with an high voice, and laid: O gentle 
friends, have mercy and compaſſion on me, 
fo Jam a Rings Daughter, and a true Uirs 
gin from the Hour of my birth unto this dap. 
When the Earl heard this, he wondered 
greatly, æ opened the fide of the Whale, and 
found the poung Lady, and tok her out, And 


when ſhe was thus delivered, ſhe told him 


fothwith whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and 
how ſhe had loft all her gods in the Sea, and 
how ſhe ſhould have been married unto the 
Emperoꝛs Son. And when the Earl heard 
this, he was very glad, and comfozted her 
the moze, and kept her with him till ſte was 
well refreſhed. And in the mean time te ſent 
Pellengerg to the enen, letting him 

2 to 
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to know how the Kings daughter was ſaved, 
Chen was the Empceroz right glad of her 
ſafety and coming, and had great compaſſion 
on her, ſaping: Ah god Paiden. Fo! the 
love of my ſon thou haſt ſuffered much woe: 
neverthclcſs, if thou be wozthy to be his wife, 
fon ſhall J pzove. And when he had thus ſaid 
he cauſed th2e Ueſſels to be brought fozth : 
the firſt was made of pure Gold, well- beſet 
with p etious ſtones without, & within full 
of dead mens bones, and — was en 
graven this poſſe : Whoſo chuſeth me, ſhall 
find that he deſerveth. The ſecond Ueſſel was 
made of fine ſilxcr, fil d with carth & wozms, 
the Superſcription was thus: Who ſo chul. 
eih me, ſhall find that his nature deſireth. The 
third Ucfſe] was made of Lead, full within 
of pzccious tones, and thereupon was m⸗ 
ſculpt this Paſte : Whoſo chuſeth me, (hall 
fi d that God hath Ciſpoſ.d for him, Theſe 
th: © Weſſels the Emperoz ſhewed the Pai⸗ 
den, and ſaid: Lo, here Daughter, theſe be rich 
UrTets, if thou thuſe one of theſe, wherein is 
pꝛo it tothe and to others, then ſhalt thou 
have mp Son. And ifthouchuſe that where- 
in is no p20fit to thee, noꝛ to any other, ſoth!y 

thou ſhalt not marry him. 
Chen the Maiden heard this, ſhe lift up 
her hands to God, and ſaid z Zhou Lozd, that 
| knowe# all things, grant me grace ehig ha 
0 
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ſo ts chuſe, that J may receive the Empe⸗ 


| 1025 Son. And with that ſhe beheld che firtt 


veſſel of Gold, which was engraven ropallp, 
and read the ſupericription z Wh oſo chuſeth 
me, ſhall find that be deſerveth - ſaping thus ; 
though this Ueſſel be full pꝛetious, and 
made of pure Gold, nevertheleſs, J know not 
what is within, therefoze my dear Lozd, 
this Uefſel will J not chuſe. 

And then the beheld the ſecond Ucfcl,that 
was of pure ſilver, and read the ſuperſcrip⸗ 
tion: Whoſo chuſech me, (hall find that bis 
nature deſireih: Thinking thus within her 
(elf, if J chuſe this Ueffcl, what is within J 
know not, but well J know, there thall J 
find that nature defircth, and my nature de- 
ſireth the luſt ol the ficth, and theretoꝛc this 
Ueſſel will J not chule. a 

When ſhe had len theſe two UcUcls, and 
had given an anſwer as touching them, ſhe 
beheld the third Tcſſel of Lead, and read the 
ſuperſcription ; Whoſo chuſeth me, thall find 
that God bath diſpoſed, Thinking within 
her ſelf, this veſſel is not verp rich, no2 outs 
wardly pꝛecisus, pet the ſuperſcription ſaich: 
Whoſo chuſech me, ſhall find that God hath 
diſpoſed: and without doubt God never diſs 
poſcth anp harm, thercfoze by the lcave si 
God this Ucſſcl will X chule. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard this, he ſaid; O 
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fair Maiden open thy veſſel, foz it is full of 
pꝛecious flones, and ſee if thou hait well cho, 
ſen oz no. And when this young Lady had 
opened it, ſhe found it full of fine Gold and 
pꝛecioug ffones, as the Emperoꝛ had told her 
befoze, Then laid the Emperoz: Daughter, 
becauſe thou Haſt well choſen, thou ſhalt mar⸗ 
ry mp Son. And then he appointed the wed⸗ 
ding dap, and they were married with great 
ſolemnitp, and with much honour continued 
to their lives end. 

| The Moral. 

This Emperoz betokens the Father of 
Peaven, who was long time without a natu, 
ral fon, therefoꝛe many men were in danger 
of pertſhing in Bell. The Empzels conceivb⸗ 
ed when the Angel Gabriel ſaid; Lo, hou ſhalt 
conceive and bear a Child. And then the 
Firmament began to clear when this little 


Child lightened the Wozld with his birth. 


£ he Boon began to war pale when the face 
pf the Uirgin Mary was over-ſhadowed by 
vertue of the Holy God, and not only her face 
was thus ſhadowed. but alſo her body, foz 
ſhe was conceived with child as another wo⸗ 
man, wherefsze Joſeph would Have fozſaken 


her p2ivily and gone away. This little bird 
that came from the one ſide of the Moon be | 


tokens our Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt, who at mid⸗ 
night was boꝛn of the Virgin Mary, wzaͤpped 
. in 


— 
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in cloaths and laid in an Dre ſtall, The two 
Beaſts betoken the Dr and the Als, that Jo- 
ſeph bzought with him, which honoꝛs him in 
his birth. Theſe other beaſts that came from 
far, betoken the Shepherds in the field, to 
whom the Angel ſaid thus : Loe, I ſhew you 
great joy. The Birds that lung ſo ſweetiy, 
betoken the Angels in Heaven. which ſung 
at his birth this joyful Song: Glory be to 
God above, and peace to men on Earth. 

The King of Ampluy, which held war a⸗ 
gainſt the Emperoz, betokens all mankind, 
that were contrary to God, as thep were in 
the Devils power. But immediatcly when 
dur Lozd Jeſus Chaſt was bo2n, he bowed 
himſelf to God, and beloͤught him of peace, 
when he received His baptiſm, fo) at our bap⸗ 
tiſm we p2omiſed to dzaw only to God, and 
fozſake the Devil and all His pomp, The K. 


gave his Daughter in marriage to the Em⸗ 


perozs Son, right ſo every one of us gught 
to give his Soul in marriage to Gods Son, 
fo2 he is always ready to receive our ſoul as 
his Spouſe ; acco2ding to the Scripture, ſas⸗ 
ing thus: I will marry thee to me. But ere our 
Soul may come to the Palace of Heaven, ſhe 


muſt ſail by the Sea of che world, in the ſh ip 


of god life: but oftentimes there ariſcth 
a tempeſt in the Sea, that is; trouble of this 
Moꝛld, the temptatio.1s of the lleſh, and the 
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ſuggeſtion of the Devil ariſeth ſuddenly, and 


d:0\ncth the vertues that the Soul received 


in Baptiſm ; nevertheleſs pet falleth ſhe not 
out of the ſhip of charity, but keepeth her ſelf 
ſurely therein by faith and hope. Foz as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, by hope we be ſaved, Foz it is 
impoilible to be ſaved without hope oz faith, 
Che great Whale that followed the Walden 
gre the Devil, which by night and by 

dap, lyeth in wait to overcome the ſoul by 
ſin : therefoze do we as the Maiden did, [mite 
the fire of charicy and love ont of the ſtone, 
that is Chꝛiſt, actoꝛding to this ſaping, I zm 
a ſtone, and certainly the Devil ſhall have no 
power over us: Pany men begin well, as did 
the Paid, but at laſt they be weary of their 
god wo:ks, and ſo they fleep in ſin; And anon 
when the Devil perceiveth this, he devoureth 
the ſinner in his evil thoughts, delights, con- 
ſent and woꝛkg. Therekoze if any of us fal 
pur ſelves in ſuch wiſe under the power of the 
Devil, let him do as the Maid did, ſmite the 
Devil with the knife of bitter repentance, 
then kindle the fire of Charity, and without 
doubt he ſhall caft the on the Land of gad 
lite. 


The Carl that came with his ſervants to 


flay the Whale, betokens a diſcrete Pꝛeach⸗ 
er, dwelling beſide the Sea, that is, not dzawn 
t5 wozlbly delenation, but ever ready with 

good 
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god wo2ds of holy Scripture to kill the Devil, 


and to deſtroy his power, We muſt all cry 


with an high voice as the Paiden did acknow⸗ 
Icdging our fins,and then ſhall we be delivers 
id from the Devil, and nouriſhed with vertu- 
dus exerciſe. 

The Emperoz ſheweth this Maiden thꝛer 
Urcſſels, that is, God putteth befoze man, life 
and death, gwd and evil, and which of theſe 
be choſen he ſhall obtain. Therekoze ſaith 
Solomon, death and life is ſer before man, chuſe 
which him liſt. And pet man 1s uncertain 
tshether he ſhall chuſe life oꝛ death. 

By the firft UeMel of gold, full of dead mens 
bones, is underſtood mighty woꝛdly rich men 
who ſhine like gold outwardly in riches and 
pomp of the wozld, nevertheleſs within they 
be full of dead mens bones, that is, the wozus 
they have done in this wozld, be dead in the 
ſight of God th2ough deadly fin. Therefoze if 
any man chule ſuch a life, he hall have that 
he deſerveth, that is, ſuch men be like unto 
Tombs, that be white and ropallp painted and 
arraped without, and covered with cloath of 
gold and ſilk, and within there is nothing but 
dp bones. 

By the ſecond Ueſſel of ſilver, we ought to 


| underſtand ſome Juſtites and wiſe men of 


this wozld, who ſhine in fair ſp#ch, but 
within they be full of wozms and earth, that 
iz, 
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is, their fair ſpeech ſhall avail them no moꝛe 
at the dap of Judgement, than the wozms of 
the Earth, and peradventure leſs, fo2 then 
ſhall they ſuffer everlaſting pain, if they dye 
in deadly fin. 

By the third Uelſel of Lead, full of Gold 


and pꝛecious ffones, we are to underſtand a 


imple and 1802 life, which the choſen ſouls 
thuſe, that they may be married to our bleſ; 
{ed Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt by humility and obe⸗ 
diente, and ſuch men bear with them pzeti⸗ 
pus Bones, that is Faith, and her fruitful 
Works pleaſtng to God : by which at the 
Judgement dap, they be eſpouſed to dur Lozd 
Jeſus Chiift, and obtain the Heritage of 
Heaven, Unto the which bring us our Sa⸗ 
viour Jeſus Chziſt that died on the Czols. 


Amen. 


The Argument. 

Man by Eaptiſm promiſed to l. ve in the fear 
of Gold, and forſake the Devil. Chriſt ſor- 
roweth for our fins, he requireth dutiful ſer- 
vice af us in fix ſeveral ages, but we are always 
unready for him, yet the mercy of God is fa- 
vourable towards us, that he ſpireth even 
till the laſt age of Man, vouchſafing if»ihen 
we repent us, and call for Grace, believirg 
in his Mercies, to receive uz into the Throne 

of his Heavenly Grace. | 
The 
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The 33. Hiſtory. 

1 there dwelt in Rome a mighty 

Emperoz named Calapodus, who tok a 
(fair Lady to his Wife, They were not long 
together befoze that this Empzeſs conceived, 
and bare him a Son,a goodly Child and a fair. 
When he was of age, he was ſet ts School, 
and when he came to twenty pears of age; 
he defired his Fathers Yeritage, ſaying ; 
Dear Father, you are an old man and may 
not govern your Empire, therefoze if it pleaſe 
[you to give it me, it ſhall be to pour eaſe, 
Then anſwered the Emperoz and ſaid; Dear 
Don, J dzead me ſoze, that when the Empire 
is in thy power, thou wilt not fulfil my will 
02 mp deſire, 

Then anſwered the Empꝛels (foꝛ ſo much 
as ſhe loved her Son better than her PYus- 
hand) and ſaid: Py Tord, that cannot be, 
| fox thou ha® but one Son, therefoze J believe 
he will fulfil thine intent in all things: This 


nates. * „ - 


it is beſt to grant him the Empire. Then 
anſwered the Emperoz and ſaid; J will firſt 
have of him a letter Dbligatozy, that when- 
| ſever he doth any thing againſt my will, 
that then J will depoſe him from the Empire, 
without any contraviction. 

The Son granted this, and did make the 


Obligation, and ſcaled it. And when this 
was 


Empire map help him well, and thercioze 
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was done, this young Emperoz waxed ſo 
pꝛoud, that he feared neither God no2 inan, 
and did very much harm, LEut his Father 
ſuffered it patiently, fo; he would be co2regey 
by no man, 


Now at laſt there fell a great dearth in the 


Empire, ſo that many men dyed foꝛ want of 
fd: this old Emperoꝛ was all alone Himſelf, 
and began to have need, wherefoze He went to 
his Son to have ſome maintenance, which 
his ſon granted and ſuffered, foꝛ a time. But 


fick, wherefo:e he called his Son, and p2ay'd 
him to give him a dꝛaught of his Bulk, His 
Son anſwered and ſaid: That will I not do, 
for my Muſt is not good for your complexion. 


Then laid the Emperoꝛ, I pray thee give mea 


draught of thy Wine. His Son anſwered and 
ſaid, That he ſhould have none, for my Wine is 


not yer fined, and if I touch it, it l trouble, 


and therefore Iwill not broach it, till it be clear- 


ed and fined. Then ſaid his Father, Give me 


ſome of the third Tun. That will I not. do 
(quoth he) for that Wine is not good for a ſicł 
man. Zhen's Father pꝛap'd himheartily fo: 
a dꝛaught of the fourth Tun. Then anlwered 
he end laid: Therefore get ye none for it is 
feeble and without any ſuſtentation: and 
ſuch Wine is not good for you, for it is not 
comfortable. Then laid his Father, now 

god 
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not, quoth he, for that Tun is full of lees and 
er (dregs, and ſuch as is not fit for men, nor ſcarce- 
ed y for hogs. 
Mhen his father ſaw he might get nothing 
je k him, after he was perfealy well, he went 
o the King of Jeruſalem, and made his com⸗ 
llaint of his Son, and ſhewed him the Lets 
ter Obligatozw, which his Son had made, 
wherebp his Father might put him out of 
his Empire without anp gainſaping. {When 
(the King heard this, he called the Emperozs 
don to anſwer his Father: And when he 
tame, he could not ant wer to his Father with 
any reaſon, wherefoze the King put him out 
| [if his Empire, and ſeated his Father theres 
ſin again: and lo he continued all the dapes 


of his life. | 

The Moral. | 
This Emperoz betokeneth our Nod Jeſus 
Chzilt, accoꝛding to that ſaping: Is nor he 
thy Father that bath brought thee rp? he hath 
made thee, &c. Deut. 32. 6. The Son be⸗ 
tokeneth man, to whom he gave all the Em⸗ 


pire of this Wozld accozding to Scriptirre ;. 


Heaven he hath given to our Lord, and Earth 

to Man. Mankind made an Obligation 

| with our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, when he recei⸗ 

bed the Sacrament sf Baptiſm wherein he 

pꝛomiſed to ſerbe Him truelp: and 9 
t 


gd Bon give me the fifth Tun. That will 
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the Devil and all His pomp and vain glozy, 
This Empero2 began to wax fick on a day, 
that is our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt is troubled ag 
oft as a Chꝛiſtian ſinneth r hzeaks his Com, 
mandments, Wi;crefo2e he thirſts greatly foz 
the hels of dur ſouls and he asked a dzaught 
of the firſt Tun, that is, he asketh of man the 
firſt age of his chilhod to be ſpent in his 
ſcrvice, but incontinently the wicked child | 
anſwereth and ſaith, J map not do ſo, fo2 my 
childhod is Bulk, that is, it is tender and 
ſo young, that it may not attempt ſo ſon to | 
ſerve God: which is manifeſtly againſt the 
truth, foꝛ the child of one day is not without 
fin, Foz S. Gregory in his Dialogues ſaith; 
The Children ot five years of age drive out | 
Spirits from the boſoms of. their Fathers, 
Then when God ſth that he cannot have 
of the Puſt, of his Childhood, then he deſireth 
wine of the ſccond Tun. Then anſwereth | 
the wicked pouth, and ſaith : that His Mine 
is not apt to ſerve God. And when God 
may not have the ſecond Tun, then asketh 
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he of the third Tun, that is, of the third Tun 
of his youth. Then anſwereth the wicked Got 
young man, & ſaith : The wine is very ſtrong Rel 
and mighty, and therefoze his pouth ought to he n 
be ſpent about manly deeds in this wozld and | ume 
not in god life which would make him feeble Tut 
and weak, When God ſ&th that he may not 
a | not 
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| not have of this Tun, Then agked he of the 


fourth Tun. And then anſwered the wicked 


man in his manhod, and ſaith that aged men 
are feeble, and map not faſt no2 do any hard 
Kepentance, and if he did, he ſhould be the 


cauſe of his own death: Then agked our 
102d of the fifth Tun, that is of his old age, 
when he ſtops, 4 may not go without a ſtaff. 
But the wicked old man ercuſeth Hiniſelf, & 


ſaith that Mine is to feeble to give to ſuch 


ma fœble man, fo2 if he ſhould faſt one dap, it 


(0 | 


| were time to mo:row to make's grave, And 


he | when our Loꝛd ſeth that he may not have of 


ut 


the fikth Tun, then asketh he of the firth tun, 
; | that ſo when a man is blind and may go to 


ut | in no moze, pet deſireth he of ſuch a man 


5, 
be 
. 


ink, that is, help of his Soul: But the 
vetched man lving in deſpair ſaith : Alas, 
alas, woe to me, becauſe J ſerved not al- 


h | mighty God my Paker, and Redeemer here 
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in times paſt, while J was in pouth and in 
pꝛolperity: now there is nothing left, but ons 
ly the les & dꝛegs of wctchedneſs, therefoꝛe 
what ſhall it avail me now to turn toward 
Cod? but fo2 ſich men we ſhould lament. 
q Nevertheleſs God is merciful, that though 
he might have ns ſervice of man in all his 
time, pet he is content to Have the les of his 
Tun that is, the god will, though he doth 
hot ſerve him other wiſe, and ſo ſhall his dun 
Wi 
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will ffany him in fcad of godly Life, For in 


what hour the ſinner doth repent him of his ſin, 


from the bottom of his heart, he ſhall be for. 
given, as Ezekicl witneſſeth. But there 
be many that will give no Wine, noꝛ no os 
ther thing to him, wherefoꝛe Chailt ſhall 
complain to the Bing of Jeruſalem, t';at is, to 
the God⸗ head at the judgment dap, and then 
as he is God and man, ſhall He give ſentence 


definitive againſt ſuch men: ſaping, I have | 
hungred, and ye gave me no meat, I have been 
naked, and yeclonhed me not: have thirſt. | 
1.0, thus ſhall 


ed, and ye give me no drink. 
he rehcarle to the the fruits of thy Faith. 
And when this is done, then ſhall ſuch men 
te put co everlaſting pain, and the juſt man 
into everlaſting bliſs. Unto the which bzing 
us, our Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt, Amen, 


The Argument. 

Man being captivated by Satin, the world refuſeth to do 
for hin, till the God-head of the Heavenly Father, 
bearing an earneſt affection unto him, did eſpouſe 
him, and embrace him within the boſome of inward 
and entire love, adventuring what he might to fer all 
mankind at liberty, yet grudgeth the World that we 
ſhould always ſerve our God, and forſake her: but to 
eſchew all ſuch malignity we are taught in this Hiſto · 


ty. 
The 34. Hiſtory, 
13 Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em⸗ 


peroz, Named Anthony, under whole 
reign 
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reign the Rovers of the Sea hab taken Pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner,a mighty mans Son of another Negion, 
and -bzought him ts the Emperoꝛs Pꝛiſon 


being bound. WMhen this Woung man was 


thus in Pꝛiſon, he incontinent wꝛote to his 
Father foꝛ his Ranlom, but he would neither 
| pay his Ranſom, noꝛ ſend him any thing foz 
to comfo2t him: This when he heard, he 
wept ſoze, and would not be comfo2ted foꝛ the 


[unkindneſs of his Father. 85 
| This Emperoz had a fair Daughter, which 
biltted every day the Pꝛiſoner, and tomfoꝛted 
| him as much as ſhe might, wiſhing him to be 
merry. To whom the Pꝛiſoner anſwered and 
ſaid: Pow ſhall J be merry » 02 how may JF 
oy, thus to lye faſt bound in Pꝛiſon from the 
ſight of man - and notwithſtanding this, it 
grieveth me moſt that my Father will not 
| ſap my Ranſom. 5 | | 
| When the Paiden heard this, ſhe was mo⸗ 
bed with pity, and ſaid : Dear Friend, A am 
(ozry fox thee, and therefoꝛe if thou wilt grant 
me one thing, J ſhall deliver thee from thy 
anguiſh and pain. Chat thing is that, 
{ quoth he): That thou wilt take me foz thy 
Mike; then ſaid the Pziſoner, I pꝛomiſe you 
(urelp to fulffl pour requeſt and deſtre, and 
oz the moze aſſurance J plight you my 
roth. M hen he had fo done, ſho:tly aftec 
the Damlel delivered him out of Pziſon, 
* ann 
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and fled away with him home to his F athers 
Houſe. 

When his Father ſaw his Son and the 
Maiden together, he asked the cauſe why he 
bꝛought the Paiden with him ? Then laid his 
Son : Sir this Damſel delivered me out of 
Pꝛiſon, and therefoze ſhe ſhall be my Mike. 
Then ſaid his Father, J will not conſent 
that ſhe ſhall be thy wife fo2 two reaſonable 
cauſes, which J ſhall koꝛthwith the w thee. 

The firſt is this, it is not unknown to the, 


that the Emperoz her Father might have has 


foꝛ thy deliverance great plenty of riches, and 
fozaſmuch as ſhe was untrue to her own Fa⸗ 
ther, and true to thee, it ſeemeth well, that thou 
ſhouldſt not truſt long to her: foꝛ being kalſe 
to her own Father, it is to be feared che will 
not be true to another man. 


The ſecond reaſon is this: the cauſe hy 


ſhe delivered thee out of Pꝛilon, was neither 
fo2 pity noꝛ fo2 love, but foz carnal luſt that 
the had to thee. Foz at thy deliverance the 
m ade cobenant with. thee to be thy. Wite, 
and had of thee IP troth, and hath accompa- 
nied with thee ; therefoze. Son (faith. he) it 
is no reaſon chat l £ thould be thy Uife. 
The Maiden anſwered to theſe obfections, 


and ſaid: As for the firit reaſon that thou lay | 


eff againſt mr, that J. ould be untrue to my 


| 


Father, that is falſe; Foz my Father hath | 


plenty 
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plenty of riches, and thy Son is but poo, and 
therefoze J helpt him fo2 pity, and foz none 
other cauſe; and nevertheicls, thou that arc 
his father would not pay his ranſom, that he 
might be delivered out of Pꝛiſon. Loe, fo2 
this cauſe J have delivered him, therefoze J 
am kinder to him, than thou that art his own 
Father, and he is mo2c beholding to me, than 


lo thee, 


Unto the other reaſon : Mhereas thou ſay- 


eit that J delivered him becauſe of carnal 
luſt: J anſwer, and ſay plainly, that it is not 


truth ; foꝛ all manner of caraal love is cauſed 
of ſtrength and beauty, but thy Son is nets 
ther ſtrong noz beautiful, fo) his impꝛiſon⸗ 
ment hath taken away his ſtrength and beau⸗ 
ty, foʒ by the pain he hath had in pꝛiſon, he ts 
bꝛought low, and made unluſty to ſpozt, and 


therekoꝛe pity only moved me to deliver him, 


and not carnal luſt, | 
Then ſaid the Don: Dear Father, fo2 as 


much as J was in peril of death, and wote 
| unto pou to pay my ranſom, that J might 


be delivered, and pot would not help me, but 


this gentle Damſel foz pity hath ſaved me: 


from death, and delivered me out of Pꝛiſon. 
therefoze ſurely the ſhall be my UzHife., Do 


fozthwith he married her with great Honour, 
| and with her ended his life. 


L 2 The 


The Hiſtory of 


The Moral, 
Dear friends, this Emperoz betokencth 
the Father of Heaven The poung man 
which was taken with the Pirats of the Sea, 


betokens all mankind, which was taken with 


che Devil, by the ſin of our fo:cfather Adam, 
and was caſt into the P2ifon of Hell with 
great ſoꝛrow and pain. Vis Father would not 
ranſom him, that is the wozld would do no⸗ 
thing foz him. 


This fair Daughter betokeneth the God- | 


head, Which came down from Yeaven, and 
tk manhod of the Uirgin M-ry,and {o made 
& Ghoſtly marriage between him and Pan: 
andupon this condition he delivered mankind 
out of the P2ifon of Hell, when he came from 
Heaven and fo:ſok the fellowſhip of Angels, 
foꝛ to. dwell with us in this wzetched vale of 
rears, But the Father, that betokeneth the 
Wold; grudgeth ever againſt him, and 
would not ſuffer that the Soul of man ould 
become the Spouſe of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, but that 
the ſhould alway ſerbe him, and ſhould fo2ſake 
our L020. 


Therefoze if we follow the world and its 


vanetes, certainly we ſhall fall into the ſnare 


of the Devil. From the which defend us our 


bleſced Saviour Joſis Chzilt. Amen. 


The 
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The Argument. 

It is the Ordinance of God, that no man ſha!l labour 
for worldly promotion by covetouſneſs and falſhood 
nor by deceit or other evil courſes. Man for his firſt 
tranſgretſion ſhould have heen adjudged to per petual 
torment in Hell, had not the Son of God volunrar1! 
offered himſelf to the death to fave mankind, and 
deſtroy Saran his Enemy, ſo that thereby he miglic 
five with him in the habication of Heaven everlaſt- 


ingly. 


1 The 35 Hiſtory. 
Ometime in Rome there dwclt a noble 
Empero! of great livelihood named lex 
inder, which above all vertues loved the ver⸗ 
tue of bounty; whercfo:e he oꝛdained a Law 
foꝛ great charity, Tyat no man under pain of 
death ſhould turn a Plaice in his diſh at his 
meat, but only eat the white ſide, and not (he 
black, and if any man would attempt to 39 che 
contrary, he ſhould ſuffer death without ann 
pardon: but pet ere he dyed he ſhould ask this 
Petitions of the Emperoꝛ what him litt (er⸗ 
cept his lite) which ſhould be granted him. 
It befel after upon a dap, that there came 
| an Earl and his Son, ofa range Country, ts 
| ſpeak with the Empero! ; and when the Earl 
was (ct at meat, he was ſerved with a Plaice, 
and he which was an hungry and had an appe⸗ 
tite to his meat, after he had eaten the white 
ſide, he turned the black five, and began to cat 
L 3 there⸗ 
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thereof ; wherefoze firaightwap he was at⸗ 
tuſed to the Emperoꝛ, becauſe he had offended 
Againlt the Law. Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ: 
Let him dye accozding to the Law without 
any delay, 

Whenthe Earls Son heard that his Father 
ſhould dye, immedtatelp he fell down on both 
his knees befqze the Emperoꝛ, and laid, O my 
reverend Koꝛd, J moſt Humbly entrezit you, 
that J may dye foz my Father, Then ſaid 
the Emperoz: At pleaſeth me well ſo that one 
dye foz the offence, Then ſaid the Carls Son, 
ſith it is ſo, that J muſt dye, Jas the bene⸗ 
fit of the Law, that is, that J may have thz& 
petitions granted ere J dye. The Emperoꝛ 
anſwercs, and ſaid: Ask what thou wilt, there 
ſhall no man ſap thee nap. 

Then ſaid this young Knight ; my“ Lord, 
vou habe but one daughter, the which J d:fire 
of your ighnels that ſhe may lye one night 
with me befoze J dye The Emperoꝛ granted 


fo: fulfilling of the Laws, though it were a- | 


gainſt his will. Nevertheleſs this Knight de⸗ 
floured her not at that night: therefoze he 
greatly pleaſed the Empero!. 

The ſecond Petition is this: J ask all thy 
treaſure, x immediately the Emperoz grant- 
ed becauſe he would not be called a b2eaker 
of the Law. And when the Earls Son had 
received the Emperoꝛs treaſure, he imparted 

it 
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it both to pooꝛ and to rich, by means whereof 
he obtained their good wills. 

Py third $etition is this J ask my Lozd, 
that all their eyes map be put out incontinent 
that ſaw mp Father eat the black fide of the 
Plaice. And they that ſaw him turn thePlaice, 
bethoug he them, and ſaid within themſelves ; 
if we acknowledg that we ſaw him do this 
treſpaſs, then hall our eyes be put out: and 


| therefoze it is better that we hold us (till; 
And ſo there was none kound that would ac- 


cuſe him. 
When the Carls Son heard this, he! c aid 
to the Emperoꝛ: Py Lo2d (quoth he) ve ice 


there is no man accuſeth my Father, there - 


foze give me rightful Judgment. Then ſaid 
the Emperoꝛ: Fozaſmuchas no man will ac- 
knowledg that they ſaw him turn the Plaice, 
therefoze J will not that thy Father ſhall die. 
So thus the Son ſaved his Fathers life, and 
after the deceaſe of the Emperoz, married his 
Daughter, 
The Moral. | 
Dear friends, this Emperoꝛ betokeneth the 
Father of Yeaven, which oꝛdained a Law, 
that no man ſhould turn the black fide of a 
Plaice; that is, there ſhould no man labour 
fo! riches and p2omotion by covetouſneſs 
and falſhoos, The Earl that came to the Em⸗ 
per oz betokeneth Adam our foze-Father, who 
L 4 came 
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came out ot the Land of Eden, and turned up 
the black ſide of the Plaice, when he eat of 
the Apple of the fozbidden tree; wherefoze he 
thotld have been condemued to everlaſting 
death; bur his Son, that betokeneth our Lozd 
Jeſus Chhitt, he took the fleſh of Adam, and 
p2offered himſelf voluntarily to dye fo2 him: 
end the Father of Heaven granted that he 
{t oald go down to dye fo2 mankind, 
 Nevertheleſs,befoze he dyed, he asked thi& 
petitions of His Father of Heaven; The firſt 
was this : That he might have by him his 
Daughter, which betokeneth the Soul of man, 
and bzing her with him into the boſom of 
Heaven, acco2ding to the wozds in Hoſea lays 
ing, I will wed her to my ſelf. 

The ſecond Petition was this : all the Em- 
peroꝛs treaſure, which betokeneth the treaſure 
cf Heaven, accozding to this Scriptue, Like 
as the Father hath diſpoſed for me, ſo I diſ- 
fpoſe for you. 


The third Petition is this: that all their 


epes ſhould be put out, that is, that the Devil 


and all falſe witneſſes which accuſe us true 
men, might be put from the light ot Heaven⸗ 
ly Gzace. 

And thus ſaved he mankind, and led him 
Hp with him unto the Palace of Heaven. Un⸗ 


2 rhe which Palace, b2ing us our L02d Je⸗ 
dg Amer, 
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The Argument. 


The Father of Heaven of his meer Grace promoteth 
ſome poor men, railing them from the duſt, to fit a- 
mong Princes, bur they extolling themſelves with- 
out regard of Gods goodneſs, they are again made 
abje& by him. The Devil worketh deceit in his" 
members againſt the godly ; Chriſt came down from 
Heaven to miniſter the water of eternal Life unto 
man, and by his Death and Paſſion to revive our 
Souls which before were dead) unto the firm 
Pare of eternal felicity, to purchaſe happineſs with 
his precious blood. 


The 36 Hiſtory, 
N Rome there dwelt ſometime a mighty 
Emperoꝛ, named Leonicius, who on a day 
rode to a Fo2reft to diſpoꝛt himſelf, where he 
met ſuddenly. with a pooꝛ man, to whom he 
ſaid thus: Friend, what art thou- and whence 
tomeſt thou - 

Py Lozd (quoth he) J am come from the 
next City, and J am pour man. Then ſaid 
the Emperoz, thou ſeemeſt pooꝛ, therefoze ik 
thou be honeſt and true, J will pzomote thee 
to great riches æ honour. Then anſwered the 
pooz man, and ſaid : my Lo2d, J pꝛomiſe you 


faithfully to be true to you as long as J live. 


The Gmperoz anon made him a Knight, and 


gave him great riches, Mhen he was thus 
pꝛomoted, he wared lo pꝛoud, that he thought 
himſelf mote able to be an Emperoꝛ than his 


| Lozd; wherefoze he made ſuggeſtion to divers 
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£020 of that. Empire, that He might uſury 
and take upon him th2ough ſtrength of then 
to be Emperoꝛ. 

When the Emperoz heard this, anon he ex, 
iled him, and all thoſe that were conſenting 
to Him, ſo they lived abjects in great wzetch- 
edneſs and ſoꝛrow: and then the Emperoꝛ 
02dained other men in their ſtead, and gabe 
them all the poſſeMons of theſe Traitoꝛs. 

And when the baniched men heard thar 
ſkrangers had taken poſſeſſion of their Lands 
and Goods, anon they conſpired againlf them, 
and though treaſon requeſted them to 'a ban⸗ 
quet. And they as innocents thinking upon 
no ſuch treaſon, came at the day affigned, and 
were (erved with five poyſoned meſſes, whert⸗ 
by az manp as taſted of choſe diſhes, died in⸗ 
tontinent. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard this, he was 
greatly moved, and aſſembled his counſel to 
inquire what was beſt to be done foz this 
treaſon, and foz their death. Then ſaid the 
Emperoꝛs Son: By Lozd, J am pour Son, 
and you are my Father, and therefoze I thall 


give pou good counſel pzoffiable to all men. 


Not far hence is à little Nation, wherein 
dwelleth a Fair Paiden, and a gracious in 
the ſight of every man, which hath anD:chard 
wherein is a well;the water whereof is of ſuch 


vertue, that if it be caſt upon s dead man, 
ſtraight⸗ 
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fraightway he ſhall live again & recover His 
life. Therefoze my L020, A ſhall deſcend unte 
that Nation, & ſeek that water, whereby they 
that were lain at the Banquet, may be re- 
fored again to life. And when the Emperoz 
heard this, he greatly refoyced,and ſaidthus: 
Don, thy counſel is good. 

And ſkraightwap the Empero2s Son went 
into the ſaid Nation and fell in conteit with 
the Paiden, inſomuch that he entred into 
the Garden, and allailed to taſte the water of 
the Mell. And when he had ſo done, he made 
five deep trenches in the ground,in the which 
the water ran till it came where the dead men 
lap buried, hereupon when the water touch- 


ed them, they aroſe from death to life. Then 


the Emperozs Son with great jop led them 
unto his Father: And when the Emperoz 
ſaw this, he was right joyful : wherefo:e he 
trowned his Son with a Laurel Crown in to- 
ken of vico2y, ànd ſo ended his life in reſt and 
peace. | 
Fe The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Empers) betokeneth 


the Father of Heaven. The poo2 man that 


was p2omoted, betskeneth Lucifer, that was 
exalted of nought, and enthꝛoned in the Em⸗ 
pire of Heaben with great jop and clearneſs, 
buc th2ough his pꝛide he thought he might be 


like unto the Almighty God, and not snly like 


him, 
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The Hiſtory of 
him, but moꝛe than Almighty God, wherefo!? 


the Father of Heaven exiled him, and all them The 


that conſented to him, to Hell: and in his place 
man was exalted to great jop and honour, 
The Devil ſeeing this, it much grieved him, 
that man ſhould come to ſuch Gloꝛp, and Ho⸗ 
nour, and bade Adam and Eve to a Banquet, 
when they did eat of the Apple againſt God; 
| Commandment, and counſelled them thus, 
ſaying, In what hour ye eat of this Apple, 
ye ſhall be like Gods, knowing good and e. 
vil, And at this curſed Banquet, they were 


ſerved with five PefTes that were popyſoned, em 


that is, their five Wits were acco2ded in eat⸗ 
ing of the Apple, whereof man was in- 
keced and dyed. This hearing, the ©mperozs 
Son, Chziſt Jeſus, moved with mercy, he 
came down from Heaven into this world, and 
acquainted Him lo well with the bleſled Uir⸗ 


gin Mary, that he found in her the Well of ; 


manhood, and con joined it to the Godhead, at⸗ 
coding to the Scripture: Im the Well of 
Life, who drinketh of me ſhall not thirſt, Af 
ter that, he ſuffered to be made five trenches 
iu the ground, that is, five wounds in his body, 
out of the which ran boch blood and water, 
wherebp all mankind was raiſed from death 
to life, and led them up into the Palace of 
Heaven, unto the which bring ug our blelled 
Saviour Jelus Cheiſt, Amen. 7 
e 


Geſta Romanorum. 


The Argument. 

The father of heaven extendeth his goodneſs 
divers way towards frail man, yet he taketh 
contrary ways, living in ſpiritu:] fornicati- 
on, for the which being exiled from the ſtate 
of ſelicity, he is compelled to lead a miſera- 
ble and painful life. Eut being reconciled 
by the death of his Saviour, he poſſeſſech the 
hericage of heavenly ſelicity. 

The 37 Hiſtory. 
Ometime in Rome there raigned a migh⸗ 
ty Emperor named Dunſtanus, in whoſe 
empire there dwelt a gentle Unight that 
jad two Sons. One of his Sons matched 
himſclf againſt his Fathers will with a com⸗ 
non Yarlot, The Knight hearing this, exiled 
his Son from him; and when he was thus 
tiled, he begat on this woman a Sen: and 
lon after that he waxed ſick, and in penu⸗ 
p; wherefoze he ſent Pelfengers to his Fa- 
her, beleeching him of his Mercy: this hears 
ing his Father, he took compaſſion and ruth 
in him, wherefoze he was- reclaimed from. 
liniſhment ; and when he was thus bꝛought 
Again to his Fathers grace, he gave his child 
which he had by the common woman to his 
Father, who kindly received him and noti⸗ 


av 


ilhed him as his Son. 


When the other Son heard this, he laid to 
lis Father : Father, quoth ho, it fremethy 


Fs 
2. 


The Hiſtory of 


me that pou are out of your right mind, which 2 


J will p2ove by good reaſon. Foz he is out of 
his right mind that receiveth a, falſe Beit, 
and nouriſheth him, whoſe Father hath en, 
damaged and grieved him befoze. Now my 
b:other which begat this Child, hath! done 
you great injury, when he married the Com 
mon Moman, againſt pour will and com 


mandment, therekoꝛe methinkech that you are 


out of pour rig ht mind. 

Then anſwered his Father, and ſaid : z be⸗ 
cauſe. thy bzother is reconciled to me, than 
art envious, and thou art unkind to thy own 
bother, willing to put him from thy fellow 
thip fo: evermoze, but ſothly, no unkind man 
ſhall have Heritage except he be reconciled, 
and pet thou never reconciledſt thp ſelf to 
him, foz thy unkindneſs, koz thou mighteſt 
have reconciled thy ſelf to him, but thou 
wouldit not, therefoze- of my Heritage get- 
teſt thou no part. 

The Moral, 
Dear Friends the Father sf cheſe two 
bꝛethzen, betokeneth the Father of - Peavey. 

d his two Sons betoken the nature of An- 
gels, and the nature of Pan: Foz man was 
married to a common woman, oꝛ Harloc, when 
he eat the Apple againſt the Commandment 
of God, wherefoze-he was exiled by the Fa- 
ther of Heaven, and put from the joys of 

Paradiſe, 


V 
Wh, tt 


Geſta Romanorum. 


Paradiſe. The Son of the common woman 
betokeneth mankind. This Knights-Son,. 
that is Adm, lived in great miſery, fo2 after 
his lin, he was put from oy into this wꝛetched 


V[tallep of tears and weeping, acco:ding to the 


Scripture, In the ſweat of thy brows, thou 
ſnall eat thy bread, But after, by the pals 
ion of Chꝛiſt he was reconciled. But the 


other Son, that betokeneth the Devil, was e⸗ 


ber unkind, and grudged daily againſt gur 
reconciling; ſaping: that by reaſon of -fin 
we ought not to come unto the Heritage of 


u ſteaven. Unto the which bꝛilß us our Loꝛd 


Jeſus Chziſt, Amen. | 
The Argument. 


We ought 1n every vocation.and calling to behave our 
Kelty, and to uſe the poor man with equity: 
we mult not injure rich men. The mighty men are 
to be honored, and not deftauded of their dig- 
nity and eſtate, being meg of ſincere life: they 


that do contrary to the meaning of dutiful hehdof 
herein, are worthy of everlaſting death. | 
Ĩ be 38, Hiſtory. : 
8 there dwelt. in Rome à mighty. 
Emperoꝛ named Donatus, which did make 
thze Images, of the which one held aut his 


hand fkraight unto the people, and had on his 


finger a ring of Gold. The ſecond Image had 
a beard of Gold. And the third had a Pantle 
of Gold, Commandiug upon pain of Re 

; chat 


The Hiftory of 


that no man ſhould take away from thele J. 
mages, the Ring, the Beard, noz the Man, 
tle. 

It befell after ward upon a time, that one 
Dionyſe a tprant, came into the Temple, 
and tok awap the Ring from the firit Image, 


the Beard from the ſecond, and the Pantle 


from the third. And when he had thus done, 
he was fozthwith acculed unto the Emperoy, 
and brought befoze Him, and fricly exami⸗ 


nedof that treſpaſs, why he deſpoiled the J. 


mages 
ment. . 
Then anſwered Dionyſe, and ſaid as fol- 
loweth : By reverend Lo2d, it is lawful to 
anſwer foz my ſelf, When J entred into 
the Temple, the firſt Image held fozth his 
hand ſtraight to me, as who would Kap, J 
give ther this Ring, and therefo2e J took the 
Ring as the gift of the Image, being loth 
to reftiſe ſo gentle an offer. And when J ſaw 
the ſecond Image having a Beard J thought 
thus with mp ſrlf: J knew ſometime the 
Father of the Jmage, which had no Beard, 
und now his Son hath a Beard, which tis 
againſt Reaſon, the Son to have a Beard, and 
the Father none; and therefoze J took from 


againg. the Emperozs Command- 


him his Beard, that he ſhould be like his Fa⸗ 


ther. After that when J ſaw the third. having 


a Pantle of gold, J thought chat the — 
| gold 


| 


— 
= 
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Ge ſta Romanorum. 
gold was not behoval foꝛ Him in UWinter - fox 
gold is naturally cold, which might be cauſe 


| ofhis death, and therefoꝛe J took it from him, 


becauſe it was too cold in Winter, and to hot 
in Summer. 

When Dionyſe had erculed him by theſe 
reaſons, the Empero2 anſwered and laid: 
Thou haft anſwered wickedlp fo2- thy ſelf ; 
What ſhould cauſe thee rather than any other 
man to diſpsil the Images, fo: as much as 
] commanded that no man ſhould take any 
thing away from them; therefoze thine own 
mouth hath condemned thee. Anon the Em⸗ 


- |pero2 called to him one of his Squires, and 


tharged him to (mite off his head, and incon- 
tinently he took Him, and did unto him as the 
Emperoz had commanded, and ſo he died a 
hameful death. 

The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
Amighty God the F-ather of Weaven. The 
thee Images betokeneth the pooz men, the 
rich men, and the mighty men of this 
wozld. The tprant Dionyſe betokeneth all 
Officers in everp eſtate, lewbly behaving 
themſclves which take away from pooz men 
the Rings off their fingers, and ſay thus: 3 
map take that is given me: Foz when the 


' [002 man hath ought to do, he mult nceds 


bt fozch His hand to give whether he will 
— 92 


The Hiſtory of 


p2 no, if he would ſpeed. They take away 
the Beard from the rich man, and ſay 
thus: This man is richer than his Father 
was,. therefoze take we his livelyhood from 
Him, and make him like his Fo2e-farher, 
They take alſo the Bantle of Gold from the 


mighty man: when they ſee anp man of 


honour and good living, willing to co:rec 


ſuch open mil⸗doers, then {ay they, this man 
is too cold, fo2 he inclineth nothing to dur o⸗ 
pinions, and alſo he is to hot in power and 
wozking againſt us, therefoꝛe go we and | 
take from him the Mantle of might, andſo 


theyaccuſe him, and put him out of his Ottite. 
Wut certainly all ſuch men ſand in peril of 
everlaſting death: From the which ſave us, 
he that ſhed his pꝛecious blod foz ug. 4 men, 


The Argument. 


Man ought to nouriſh Chriſt in his heart, by 


Faith, and fruits of good Life: The reward 
of ſuch as have care unto the Command- 
ments and Inſtitutions of God, We muſt 


watch leſt we fall into remptition $4 Theſe | 


things conſidered, we ſhall then by Gods 
gracious good Providence attain unto 
the reward of Heavenly and Everlaſting 
2 Bliſs. | ö 5 


th = 


Gefta Romanorum, 


The 39 Hiſtory. 


Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a migh- 
| ty Emperoꝛ, named Emiliu , who had a 
fair young Ladp to his Wite, upon whom 
he had begotten a fair Son. hen the 


| States of the Empire heard this, they 


| 


| came to the Emperoz and beſought him to 
habe the krping of his Son, Jmmediately 
the Emperoz ſent a Perauld throughout the 
| City, pꝛoclaiming, that in whoſe Youſe were 
firſt found fire and water, the good man pf 
that Bouſe ſhould have his Son in keping, 
and to nouriſh. Anon, then the Emperoz 
made a Pꝛoclamation, that whoſoever. had 
his Son to keep, ſhould nouriſh Him cleanly, 
and fed him with wholeſome meats, and 
dzinks. And when the Child came ts Age, 
then ſhould the Keeper be pꝛomoted to great 


| honour ; Wherefoze many men made ready 


fire and water, in hope to have the Child: 
But in the night, when every man was a- 
lleep, there tame a Tyrant, named Sulapius, 


that quenched the fire, and thiew out the 


water. Nevertheleſs, among all other, there 
was a man, named Jonathas, that laboured 
lo dilige ntly, that he kept both day and night 
fire and water. 


In the mozning early, the Herauld at the 
W 2 Emo 
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The Hiſtory of 


Emperozs commandment, went thzough 
the Citp, and ſought in every Moule fo; 
fire and water, but he could find none till he 
tame to Jonathss Houſe, where he found th 
both fire and water ready, whercfoze he was 3 
bzought befoze the Emperoz, who deliver⸗ ht 
- him his Son accozding to the P2oclama- | 
tion. | 
When Jonathas had the Emperozs Son, * 
he led him home unto his Houſe. And ſoon © 
after he ſent fo; Baſons and Carpenters, ** 
and did make a ſtrong Chamber of lime and 
tone. And when the Chamber was finiſh- 
ed, he ſent fo2 Painters to paint on the wall 
of the Chamber, ten Images, with this Poſte 
painted above their heads, Whoſo defil-th 
theſe Images ſh. Il die a cruel death. And 
then cauſed a pair of Gallows to be dzawn 
on the dooꝛ, and figured a man hanging there, 
upon, with this poſte painted above his 
head, So ſhall he be ſerved that novuriſheth | 
the Emperors Son am ſs. Alſo he cauſed a 
Chair of Gold to be made, and himſelf fitting 
therein crowned with a crown of Gold, with 
this ſuperſcription above the head: Whoſo 
nouriſheth the Emperors Son cleanly, ihus l 
ſhall he b : honoured. : 
When this was done, oftentimes as he 7 
was aſlep, he was greatly tempted to defile — 
thele ten excellent Images: but anon 1 
read 


=> 
02 
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Gefla Romanorum. 


read the ſuperſcriptions above their heads, 
and then all the temptations ceaſed. And 
when the Emperozs Son was evilly kept, 
then he went to the Gallows, and read that 
Poſte which was w2itten above his own 
head, and fo2 dzead thereof kept the Child 
better, and was diligent to give attendance 
on him. 

And when he beheld the chair, and him- 


elf fitting therein crowned with a Crown of 


gold, he was right jopful, thinking to have 


good reward foz keeping of the Emperozs 


Son. When the Emperoz heard of this di- 
ligent demeano2 about his Son, he ſens fo: 
him, and thanking him fo: his well neeewng 
and nouriſhing of him he after pꝛomote d him 
to great honour and dignity. 


The Moral, 


This Empers! betokeneth the Father of 


Heaven, the Empreſs betokeneth the bleſſed 
Uirgin Mary; The Emperoꝛs Son bes 
tokeneth our Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt, The Þe- 


| rauld that was ſent thzoughout the City, 


berokeneth Saint John Baptiſt, who was 
ſent befoze our Lo2d to p2epare the way 
to him, accozding to the holy Scripture z 
Lo I ſend mine Angel before me, &c. The 
States that defired the @mperozs Son to 
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The Hiſtory of 


nouriſh, betokens the Patriarchs and Pꝛo⸗ 
phets, which deſire greatly to nouriſh our 
Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, and alſo to le him, 


but they might net ſ& him, noꝛ nour ich him, 


koꝛ fire and water, which Gould have been 
cauſe ot their fight, was not with them per- 
iely, 


The fire betokeneth the Holy Ghoſt, which 


had not vet appeared to them, foꝛ they were 
not waſhed with the water of Baptiſm. Al⸗ 
io, pe map underffand by the fire, perfec 


Charti:p, and by the water true Contrition, 
which do now adays fail in many men, and 
therefoze they map not have the little Child 


Jeſys in their hearts. 
Jonathas that watched ſo diligently, be- 
tokeneth every good Chriſtian man, which 
Fudicth either to watch in well-doing, pield⸗ 


ing to God fox ſins, the fire of charitable Re- | 
— and the water of Contrition. 
But oftentimes the Tyrant, which betoken- 


[th the Devil, putteth out the fire of Cha- 
rity out of mens hearts, and caſteth out 
the water of Contrition, ſo that they may 


not nouriſh the little Child Jeſus, There- 


foꝛe let us watch as Jonathas did, that we 
enter not into temptation, and gall we 
unto Balons, that is, diſcreet Pzeathers, 
which can make in our hearts a Chamber 


of ſtone, that is, a a ſure Faith and 2 | 
| TE Then 


> ww 
Nes. 
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Geſta Roman orum, 


Then call we to us Painters, that is, Mini⸗ 
ſters of Gods Moꝛd, which can Paint in our 


hearts ten Images, that is, the Ten Com⸗ 


mandments, which if thou keep and obſerve 


daily, without doubt thou ſhalt be honoured 
in Heaven. 
And ik thou keep well the 8 Son, 


| thou ſhalt ſit in a Chair of Gold, Crowned 


with a Crown of Gold. And if that thou 
nouriſh him not well, without doubt thou 
ſhalt be in danger of tozment in Hell. From 


the which p:eſerve us dur blelled Saviour 


Jeſug. 


=. Argument, 

The Soul of man e ſpouſed unto Chriſt, the 
Fleſh procureth the ſame to ſin. The Chri- 
ſtian Soul by Faith, withſtandeth rempra- 
tion. The Redemption of -mankind from 
Sin and Death, The deceits of untbankful 
hearts. The Spirits health, the defects of 
the Fleſh. After a pure Repentance follow- 
erb pe; petual Joy and Felicity both of Soul 
and Body. 

The A Hiſtory. 
N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em- 
peroz, named Mane lay, which had wedded 
the Kings Daughter of Hungaria, a fair Lady, 
and gracious in all her works, eſpecialtp 
lhe was Percikul. Ona time, as the Em⸗ 
4 pero? 


The Hiftory of 


- pero lap in his bed he bethought him that he 
would go vific the Poly Land, And on the 
mozrow he called to him the Empzels his 
Mife, and his own only Bꝛother, and thus he 
ſaid: Dear Lady, J map not noz will not 
Hide from pou the p2ivities of my heart: 3 
purpole to viſit the Þoly Land, wherefoꝛe ) 
92dain thee pzincipally to be Lady and Go- 
vernels, over all my Empire, and all mp peo- 
ple; and under thee J oꝛdain here my B10- 


ther to be thy te ward foꝛ to pꝛovide all things | 
that may be pꝛofitable to my Empire and my 


people 
Then ſaid the Empꝛeſs: ſith it will no 
other wiſe be, but that needs thou wilt go ts 
biſit the City of Jeruſalem, J ſhall be in pour 
- -abſence as true as any Turtle that hath ioft 
her Pate; foz as A believe ye ſhall not eſcape 
thence with your life. | 
The Emperoꝛ anon comfozts her with fair 
wozds, and kifſed her, and after that took his 
leave of her and all other, and went toward 
the City of Jeruſalem, | 
And anon after the Emperoz was gone 
his Brother became ſo pꝛoud, that he opzel⸗ 
fed pos2 men, and robbed rich men: and he 
did wozſe than this, fo2 he daily ſtirred the 
Empꝛels to commit fin with him: But lhe 
ever anfwered again as an holy and devouc 
woman, and ſaid , J will (quoth ſhe ) never 
conſent 


"anfra Pw rwa#® anS *w® 


Geſta Romanorum. 


conſent to pou no! to any other as long as my 
202d liveth, nevertheleſs this Knight would 
not lea ve with this anſwer, . but ever when 
he found her alone, he made his complaint to 
her, and ſtirred her by all the ways that he 
could to fin with him. 

When this Lady ſaw that he would nat 


ceaſe foz any anſwer noꝛ would not amend 


himſclf ; when the ſaw her time, the called 
to her thꝛee oz four of che woꝛthieſt men 


of the Empire, and ſaid to them thus: It 
p | is not unknown to pou, that my Lozd the 


Emperoꝛ oꝛdained me pꝛincipial Governour 
of this Empire, and alſo he oꝛdained his 
Bꝛother to be Steward under me, and that 
he ſhould do nothing without my Counſel, but 
he doth all the contrary: foz he oppꝛeſſeth 
greatly pooz men, and likewiſe robbeth the 
rich men: and pet he would do moze than 
this ik he might have his intent; where⸗ 
fore J command vou in my Loꝛds name, that 
. bind him faſt, and caſt him into Pii⸗ 
on 
Then ſaid thep, ſoothly he hath done 
many evil deeds fince sur Lozd the Empe⸗ 
ro: went, therefoze we be ready to obey 
your Commandments, but in this matter 
pou mulk anſwer foꝛ us to the L02d our Env. 
peroꝛ. 
— (aid che: Dꝛead, ye not, if my Lozd 
knew 


The Hiſtory of 


knew what he had done as well as J, he 
would put him to the fouleſt death that could 
be thought : Immediatelp theſe men laid 
hands on him, and bound him faſt with Jron 
Chains, and put him in Pꝛiſon, whereas he 
lap long time after, till ar the laft, it foꝛtu⸗ 
red, there came tydings that the Emperoꝛ 


was coming home, and had obtained great 
renown und vicozy. When his Bꝛother 
heard of his coming, he ſaid, would to God 
my Bzother might not änd me in Pꝛilon: 
fo2 if he do, he will inquire the cauſe of my 


impꝛiſonment of the Empꝛels, and ſhe will 
tell him all the truth, how J moved her to 
commit ün, and ſo foz her J fall habe ns fa⸗ 

rour of my 1520ther, but loſe my like, this 
know J well: therefoze it ſhall not be fo. 
Then ſent he a Pellenger unto the Empꝛeſs 
pꝛaping her thatſhe would vouchſafe ts come 
to the Pꝛilon⸗dooz, that he might ſpeak a 
102d oz two with her. 

The Empꝛels came to him, and enquired 
of him, what he would have. Ye anſwered, 
and ſaid : O Lady, have mercy upon me, 
fo2 ik the Empero2 my Bꝛother find me 
in Pꝛiſon, then ſhall J dye without any re⸗ 
NEEDY, * 

Then ſaid the Empꝛels: if J might know 
that thou wouldſt be a good man, and leave 
thy folly, - thou ſhouldelt ünd grace, Then 


did 


—— 


my 
bill 


me, that we map meet my L029. 
ſwered and ſaid: Lady, J am readß 10 fulfil 
pour will and commaitdment in all things; 
and then the Empꝛels took him with her, 
and many other Knights, and ſo rode fo:th 
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did he pzomiſe Her aſuredly to be true, and to 
amend all his Treſpaſs, When he had this 
pꝛomiſed, the Empꝛels delivered him anon, 
and made him to be bathed and ſhaven, and 
apparelled him wozthilp acco2ding to his 


- | Tate, and then ſhe {aid unto him thus: Now 


good Bꝛother take thy Steed, and come with 
Me an- 


to meet the Emperoz: and as they rode 


| together by the way, they ſaw a great Mart 


run befoꝛe them, where foze every man with 
ſuch Bounds as they Had, chaſed him on 
Hoꝛſeback, ſo that with the Empꝛeſs was 
left no creature, ſave only the Emperoꝛs 
Bzother, who ſeeing that ns man was there 
but they two, thus he ſaid unts the Empꝛeſs: 


| Lo Lady, here is beſide a private Fozreſt, 


an d long it is ago that J ſpake to thee of love, 
tome now and conſent unto me, that J map 
lie with thee, 

Then ſaid the Empeeſs : Ah fool, what 
may this be » Peſterdap J delivered thee out 
of pꝛiſon upon thy pꝛomiſe in hope of amend- 


ment, and now thou art returned to thy folly 


again; wherefoze J ſay now unto thee, as J 
have ſaid befo2e, there ſhall no man do = a 
thing 
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thing with me, ſave only my 102d the 
Emperoz, which ought of very dutp fo! 
co do. Then ſaid he, if thou Wilt not 
conſent to me, J ſhalt hang thee here upon a 
tre in this Fo2reff, where no man ſhall find 
the, and ſv ſhalt thou die an evil death, 
The Empzeſs anſwered meeklp, and ſaid, 
Though thou ſmite off mp Head, oz put 
me to death with all manner of tozments, 
= ſhalt never have my conſent to ſuch a 
n. 


When he heard this, he unclothed her all 


ſave her (mock, and hanged her up by the 
Hair upon a tree, and tyed her Steed befoze 
her, and ſo rode to his Fellows, and told 
them that a great Hoſt of men met him, and 
took the @mp:eſs away from him, and 
when he had told them this, they made all 
great ſoꝛrow. 

It befel on the third day after, there came 


an Earl to hunt in that Foꝛreſt, and as he 


rode beating the buſhes, he unkennels a For, 
whom his Hounds followed fat till they 
came near the tre where the Emp:eſs hang⸗ 
ed. And when the Dogs ſmelt the ſavour of 
her, they left the Fox, and ran towards the 
tre as faſt as they could. 

The Earl ſ&ing this, wondꝛed greatly, and 
ſpurring his hozſe, followed them till he came 
where the Empꝛels hanged, When the 
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ſaw her thus hanging, he marvelled greatlp, 
fo; as much as ſhe was right fair and beauti⸗ 
ful to behold; wherefoze he (aid unto her in 
this manner wile ; O Woman who artthou - 
and of what Countrp - and wherefoze hangelt 
thou here in this manner. 

The Empzeſs that was not pet fully dead, 
but at point ready to die, anſwered and ſaid, 
Jam quoch ſhe a ſtrange woman, and am 
come out of a far Country, but how J came 
hither God knoweth. Then anſwered che 
Earl and ſaid, whoſs Pozſe is this that 
ſtandeth by the bound to this tree » Then 


anſwered the Lady and ſaid, that it was hers. 


When the Earl heard this, he ſaw well 
that ſhe was a Gentle woman and come of 
noble lineage, wherefoze he was the rather 
moved with pity, and ſaid unts her: O fair 


Lady thou ſeemeſt of gentle blood, and theres 
| foze J purpoſe to deliver thee from this miſs 
| chief, if thou wilt pꝛomiſe ts go with me, 


and nouriſh mp fair young Daughter, and 
teach her at home in my Caſtle, fo: J have 
no child but only her, and if thou kep hcr 
well thou ſhalt have a good reward fo thy 
labour. Then ſaid che: As far fo2th as J 
can oz may, J ſhall fulfil pour intent. And 
when the had thus pꝛomiſed him, He took 
her down off the tree, and led her home to 


| his Caftle, and gave her the keeping of his 


Daughter 
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Daughter, that he loved ſo much, and the 


was cheriſhed ſo well, that ſhe lay every 
night in the Earls Chamber, and his Daugh, 


ter with her: and in the Chamber every night 


there burned a Lamp, which hanged between 
the Empzelles bed and the Earls bed. This 
Lady behaved her ſelf ſo gently, that ſhe was 
be!oved of every creature. There was at 
that time in the Earls Houſe a Steward, 
which much loved this Empꝛels, and often 


ſpake to her of his love. But ſhe anſwered t 


Him again, and laid: Know pe, dear friend, 
foz a certaintp, that J will never love any 
man in ſuch manner wile, but only him 
whom Jam greatly bound to love by Gods 
Commandment. 

Then laid the Steward: Then thou wilt | 
not conſent untu me - Sir, quoth the, what 
need pou any mo2e to ask ſuch things? The 
UDow that I have made, J will truly keep, and 
hold by the Grace of God, 

And when the Steward heard this, he | 
Went his wap in great wzath and anger, 
thinking within himlelk, if J may, J ſhall 
berebenged on thee, 
It bcfell upon a night within ſhoꝛt time 
after, that the Sarls Chamber dooz was foz- 
gotten and left unſhut, which the Steward 
had anon perceived: And when they were 
all alleep, he went and ſpped by the light - 
the 


- 


ter 
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the Lamy where the Empꝛels and the poung 


Paiden lay together, and with that he dzew 


out his Knife, and cutting the throat of the 


| Earls Daughter, and put the Knife into the 
Empꝛeſſes hand,ſhe being afteep, and nothing 
is knowing thereof, to the intent, that when the 


Earl awaked, he ſhould think that the had cut 
his daughters thꝛoat, and ſo would the be put 
to a ſhameful death foꝛ his miſchievous deed. 
And when the Damſel was thus lain, and 
the bloody Knife in the Empꝛelles hand, the 


{ 


Counteſs awaked out of her flecp, and {aw 


by the light of the Lamp. the blody Knife in 


the Empeſſes hand, wherekoze ſhe was al- 
moſt out of her wits, andſaid to the Earl: © 
my-Lo2d., behold in ponder Ladies hand a 
wonderful thing. 

The Earl awaked, and looked toward the 
Emp2efſes bed, and ſaw the bloody Knife, as 
the Counteſs had ſaid: wherekoze he was 
greatly moved, and crycd to her, and laid: 


| awake woman out of thy lleep, what thing 13 


this that J (ce in thy hand: Then the Em⸗ 


| pzeſs thꝛough his cry awaked out of her fleep, 


and in her waking the Knife fell out of her 


found the Earls Daughter dead bp her ſide, 
and all the bed beſp2inkled with blod, wheres 
ine with an high voice ſhe cryed, and laid: 


| 


Alas. alas, and woe is me, my Lozds Daugh⸗ 
ter is ſlain. Then 


1 


hand, and with that the looked by her, and 
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Then tried the Counteſs unto the Earl 
with a pitious voice, and ſaid, O my Loꝛd 
let this Deviliſh woman be put to the fouleſt 
death that can be thought, which thus hath 
fain our only Child. 


Then when the Counteſs had ſaid thus 
to the Earl, he ſaid to the Gmpzels in this 


wiſe, The high God knoweth that thou mil⸗ 
thievous woman haſt flain my Daughter 
with thine own hands, fo2 J ſaw the bloody 


knife in thy hand, and therefoze thou ſhalt | 


die a foul death. Then ſaid the Earl in this | 


wiſe : O thou woman, were it not. J d2zead 
God greatly, J ſhould cleave thy body with 
my Swoꝛd in two parts, foz J delivered thee 
from hanging, and now thou haſt flain my 
Daughter: nevertheleſs foz me thou ſhalt 
have no harm, therefoze go thy way out of 
this City, without anp delay, fo! if J find 
thee here after this dap, thou fhalt die a moſt 
crucl death, 

Then aroſe this woful @mpzeſs, and put 
on her clothes, and after leapt on Her Pal- 
frp, and rode toward the Eaſt alone without 
any ſafe-conduct, and as fhe rode thus 
mourning by the way, ſhe eſpied on cheleft 
ſide of the way a pair of Gallows, and 
ſeven Dfficers leading a man to be hanged, 
wherekoze the was moved with great pity 
and ſmote her Pozſe with her Nick, and rode 


6 


| 
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to them, pꝛaping them ſhe might rederm that 
mildoer if he might belaved from death by 
any means. 

Then ſaid they, Lady, it pleaſeth us well 
that vou redeem him. Anon the Empꝛels ac⸗ 
g | [02ded with them and payed his Ranſom, and 
he was delivered. 

Then ſaid ſhe to him: Now mp god fricnd 
x | be true unts me till thou dye, fith J have de:t- 
y | bered thee from death. 
jt | On my ſoil (quoth he) J pꝛomile you 
ig | £bcr to be true. And when he had thus 
w laid, he followed the Lady ſtill, till they 
th | came nigh a City, and then ſaid the _ 
ee bels to him: good friend quoth the, 

w | fozth thy way afoze me into the City, A 
jt | fee thou take up fo? us an honcft lodging, 
of | fo2 there J purpoſe to reſt a while. Ber 
d man went fozth as che commanded, and 
1 | took up her a good lodging, and an Haticft, 
where ſhe-abode a long time. When the 
ut men of the City perceived Her beauty, 
ll, they wondꝛed greatly, wherefozce many ok 
ut then craved of her unlawful love, but all 
1s bas in vain, foz they might not ſped in any 
ad It koztuned after upon a dap. that there 
ed, kame a Ship full of Perchandiſe, and arri- 
ity bed in the Haven of that City. When thc 
de Lady heard this, the ſaiv unto her Srruant: 
(0. | N G's 
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Go to the ſhip, and ſee ik there be any cloath 


foꝛ my ule. 

Her ſervant went foꝛth ta the ſhip where⸗ 
as he found many very fine cloaths: where- 
fo:e he pzayed the Paſter of che Ship, that 
He would come into the City and ſpeak with 


His Lady. The maſter granted him, and 


ſo the lervant came hame to his Lady be- 
faꝛe, and warned her of the coming of the 
Malter of the Ship. Soon after the Paſter 
pf the Ship came and. ſaluted her courtcoully : 
and the Lady received him accozding to his 
degree, praying him that ſhe might have ty 
her money ſuch cloath as might be p; ofitable 
foz her wearing. Then he granted that 
ſhe ſhould have any thing that liked her and 
ſoon they were agreed, whercfoze the Ser⸗ 
vant went immediately again with the Pa⸗ 
ſtcr of the ſhip foꝛ the cloath, And when they 
were both within on Ship-board, the Paſter 
ſaid to the Ladies ſervant: Py dear friend, 
to thee J would open my mind, ik J might 
truſt to thee, and if thou help me, thou ſhalt 
have of me a great Reward, 

Then anſwered he and laid: J ſhall (quoth 
he) be ſwoꝛn to thee to keep thy counſel and 
fulfilthine intent as far foꝛth as J can. 

Then laid the 93aſfer of the Ship, J love 
thy Lady moze than J can tell thee, fo! 


her beanty and feature is fo ertellent 


that 


| 


U 


Sg S 


that J would give fo2 the love of her, all 
the gold that J Have: and if J map ob⸗ 
tain the love of her thzough thy Help, J 
will give thee whatſoever thou wilt deũre of 
me. | 

Then ſaid the Ladies ſervant ; tell me by 


what means J may beſt help chee. Then 
| ſaid the Maſter of the Ship, go home tot hy 


Lady again, and tell her, that J will not de⸗ 
liver to thee the cloath except ſhe come her 
ſelf ; and do thou but bzing her to my Ship, 
and if the Mind be good and fit, then J 
purpoſe to lead her away, Thy counſel is 
good, quoth the Ladies Servant, therekoze 
give me ſome reward, and J chall fulfil thy 
deſire, 

Now when he had received his reward, he 
went again to the Lady, and told her, that 
by no means the Maſter of the Ship would 
deliver him the Cloath, excepc-ſhe came her 


The Lady believed her Servant, and went 


| tothe Ship, Now when ſhe was within 


the Ship-board, her Servant abode with- 


but. 


When the after ſaw that ſhe was within 
the Ship, andthe wind was good, he dzew up 
the Sail, and ſaileth foꝛth 

When the Lady perceived this, thus the 


aid to the Paſter V. O Paſter (quoth che) 
2 


woa 


3 
— — 
To" ä 


E ² ˙ He AA 1 IE 
- 


— 


N 


N I 
10 
9 

. | 
9 

5 

lat 

+ 
bi 


re 


The Hiſtory o 


what reaſon is this that thou Haſt done to 


me - The Paſter anſwered and ſaid ; Y4- 
dam, certainlp it is ſo, that J muſt needs 
te with thee and afterward cſpouſe thee. O 
700d Sir quoth ſhe 4 have made a vow, that 
J ſhall never do ſuch a thing but with him 


unto whom J am bound by right, and by the 
Law. Sothly quoth he, if you will not grant 


me with pour good will, J will caſt pou but 
into the midſt of the Sea, and there ſhall pe 
die an evil death ; if it be ſo quoth the, that 
F mulk needs conſent, oz elle dye, firſt J 
p2ap thee to pzepare a p2ivate place in the 
end of the ſhip, whereas J may futifil thine 
intent ere J dye ; and alſo J p2ay thee, that 
J map ſay mp Pz2aycrs unto the Father 
of Heaven, that he map have mercy on 
me. 

The Paſſer btlieved her, wherekoze he did 
oꝛdain her a Cabbin in rhe end of the ſhip, 
Mherein ſhe kneeled down on both her knees 
and made her pꝛapers, ſaping on this wile : 
O thou my Loꝛd God thou halt kept me from 
my pouth in cleanneſs, keep me now that 
I be not defloured, ſo that J may ever ſerve 
thee with a clean heart and mind, and let 
not this wicked man p2evail with me No! 
any other the like wickedneſs tome nigh me. 
Zhen the had ended her prayers, there aroſe 

I ſuddenly 


| 
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ſuddenly. a great tempeſt. in the Sea, ſu that 
the ſhip all bꝛaſt, and all that were therein 
periſhed ſave the Lady, and ſhe. caught a 
Cable and ſaved her ſelf, and the Paſter 
caught a board of the Ship, and ſaved himſcif 


likewiſe nevertheleſs ſhe knew not of him, 
noꝛ he of Her, foz they were driven to divers 


coaſts The Lady landed in her own Empire 
near to a rich City, wherein the was honou⸗ 
rably received, and ſhe lived fo holy a life 
that Cod gave Her grace and power to heal 
ſick ſolk of all manner of difraſes, wizerefore 
there tame much people: to her, boch crooks 
ed, blind, and lame, and every man thiough 
the grace ok God, and her good icndeavour 
was healed; wherefoze her name was known 
though divers Regtous. . Neverthcleſs the 
was not known as the Empꝛels. At the 


| lame time the Emperoꝛs Brother (that had 


hanged her befoze by the Hair) was [mitten 


with a foul Lepꝛoſte, The Knight that flew 


the Earls Daughter, and put the bloody knife 
in her hand was blind deaf and had the Pal⸗ 
lie. The Thiel that betraved her to the Pa- 
ſter of the Chip was lame and full of the 


1 | tramp. And the alter of the ſhip diſtraught. 


When khe Empero2 heard that ſo Holy a 
woman was in the City, he called his bꝛo⸗ 
ther, and ſaid to him thus; Go we, dear 
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bꝛother, nnto this holy woman that is dwel- 
ling in this city, that ſhe map heal che of | 
Lep2oſte. UWould'to God, O noble 4Bzother 


(quoth he) that J were healed. Anon the Em⸗ 


peroꝛ with his bꝛother went toward the City. 


Zhen when the Citizens heard of his tom. 


ing, they received him honourablp with pꝛa⸗ 


cefſion and all pꝛoviſton fitting his eſtate. 


And then the Emperoz enquired of the Citi⸗ 
zens, if any ſuch' holy woman were among 
them, that could heal nch folk of their diſca- 
ſes, The Citizens anſwered, and ſaid, 
that ſuch an one there was. Now at the 
ſame time, was came to the ſame Citp, the 
night which flew the Earls Daughter, and 
the Thief which the ſaved from the-Gallows, 


and the Paſter of. the Ship to be healed of 


their diſeaſes.” 

Then was the Empꝛels called fozth befo:e 
the Emperoz, but ſhe muffled Her face as 
well as the could, that the Emperoz her 
Husband ſhould wot know Her, and when 
ſhe had ſo done, ſhe ſaluted. him with great 
reverence, as appertained to his ſtate ; and 
again he in like manner, ſaying chus: © 


good La dy, if thou lift of thy kindneſs ts heal 
e what 


my h2other of his Kepꝛoſie, ask of 
vdu will, and J chall grant it thee k 
ward. 


thy re- 


zahen = Empꝛels heard this, ſhe looked | 


a bout 


Teen 


Geſta Romagorum. 


about her; and ſaw there the Emperoꝛs bꝛo⸗ 


ther a foul Leper;the ſaw there alſo che Knight 
thatflew the Earls Daughter, blind and deaf, 


the Thief that the ſaved from the Gallows 


Lame, and alſo the Pafter of the Ship di- 
fraught out of his wits, and all were come 
to her to be healed of their maladies, x ktiew 
her not; but though they knew her not, che 
knew them well. Then ſaid Ce unto the 
Emperoz thus: Pp reverend Lo2d, though 
voti wottld give me all your Empire, J cannsc 
heal pour bꝛother, noꝛ none of theſe other, ex⸗ 
cept they acknowledge openly what great evil 
they have done. | | 
Then the Empero? Heard this, he turned 
him towards his bother, and ſaid unts him: 


| Byother, acknowledge openly thy Sin, be⸗ 


foze all theſe men, that thou mapeſt be heal⸗ 
edof thy fitkneſs. Then anon he began to 
tell how he had ted his lite, but he told not 
how he had hanged the Empꝛeſs inthe Foz- 
= by che hair of the head moſt delpight⸗ 
ully. | 

When he had acknowledged all that 
him liſt, the Empꝛels replied and ſaid ; 
Soothlp my L 02d, J whuld'gladly lay unto 
him my medicine, but J wot right well it 
' in vain, foz he hath not made a full confeſs 
on. 

The Empero2 hearing this, he turned 
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towards his 15zother, and ſaid in this wiſe; 
what evil, ſozrow, oꝛ 6ther unhappy wꝛetched⸗ 


neſs is in thee ? ſeeſt thou not how that thou 
art a foil Leper? therefoze acknowledg thy 
ſin truly, that thou maiſt be whole, oz elle 
avoid my company koꝛ evermoze, 

Ah my L 02d, quoth he, J map not tell my 
life openly, except J be ſure of thy grace, 


What haft theu treſpaſſed againſt me ſaid the 


Empero! -. Then anſwered his brother, and 
laid: Pine offence againſt thee is greivous, 
and the refoꝛt J ask thee heartily koꝛgivenels. 
The Empcroꝛ thought not on the Empzels, 
kozaſmuch as he ſuppoſed the had been dead 
many pcars bekoꝛc, therctoze he commanded 
bis bꝛothe, totell fozth wherein he had offen- 
ded him, and he ould be fo: given. 
When the Empcroz had thus fozgipen his 
brother, he began to tell openly how he had 


deſired the Empzeſs to commit Adultery 
wich him, and becauls the denied, he had 


banged her by the hair in the Foreſt on ſuch 
a dap. 

Cl hen the Emperoꝛ heard this, he was al- 
molt beſide himſelk, and in his rage he ſaid 
thus: O thon wzetched creature, the venge⸗ 
ante of Sod is fallen upon thee, and were it 
not that J have pardoned thee thou ſhould- 
eſt dye the moſt ſhameful death that could be 
thought. 
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Then ſaid the Knight that flew the Earls 


| Daughter, J wot not quoth he, what Lady 


you mean but J wot that my Lozd found on 
a time luch a Lady hanging in the Fozrefk, 
and brought her home to his Caſtle, and he 
took her, and gave her his Daughter to keep, 
and J pꝛovoked her as much as J could to fin 
with me, but ſhe would in no wile conſent to 


| me, wherekoze J flew the Earls Daughter 


that lap with her, and when J had ſo done, 5 
put the bloody knife in the Ladies hand, that 
the Earl ſhould think that ſhe had flain his 
daughter with her own hand, and then was 
ſhe exiled thence, but where ſhe became J wot 
not. | 

Then ſaid the Thief ; J wot not of what 
Lady pe mean; but well J wot, that ſeven 
Officers were leading me to the Gallows, 
and ſuch a Lady came riding by, and bought 
me of them, and then went J with her and 


| afterwards A betraped her unto the Paſter 


of the Ship. 

Such a Lady quoth the Paller of the ſhip 
received J, and when we were in the middeſt 
of the Sea, J would have lain with her, but 
ſhe knecled down to her pꝛapers, and anon 
there aroſe ſuch a tempeit, that the ſhip all 
to bꝛaſt, and all therein was dꝛowned ſave ſhe 
and J, but akterward what befell of her, A 


wot not. 
Then 
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Then tried the Empꝛels with a loud voice, 


and ſaid; Soothlp dear friends, pe do now 
truly confeſs and declare the truth, where- 
foze, J wilt now apply my medicine, and anon 
they received their healths. 

When the Lady the Empꝛels had thus 
done, ſhe uncovered her face to the Empe⸗ 
roz, and he fo:thwith knew her, and ran to 
het, and embꝛaced her in his ärms, and kiſs 
{cd her oftentimes, and foz joy he wept bit⸗ 
terly: ſaping, Bleſſed be God, now J have 
found that J deſtred. And when he had thus 
{atd, he led her home to the palate with great 
jop; and after, when it pleaſed Almighty 
Gad, they ended both their lives in peace and 
cf, | 


The Moral, 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
out Lozd Jeſus Chziſt. This Empꝛels beto- 
kencth a holp ſoul: This Emperoꝛs bꝛother 
betokeneth che eth, to whom our L oꝛd hath 
given charge of the Empire, but moſt pꝛinei⸗ 
pallp to the ſoul; Nevertheleſs, the wetched 
fleſh oft p2ovoketh the Soul to ſin, bit the 
Sout that loveth God above all things, with⸗ 
Handeth that temptation, calleth to her 
ghoſtly power, thot is, Reaſon, Mill. Un⸗ 
derſtanding, and Conſcience, and maketh 
| them 
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them to impꝛiſon the tlech, chat is viſobe dient 
to the Soul, in the Pꝛiſan of true repen⸗ 


tance unto the time it obey Neaſon in all 
things. 5 2716 


And thus in hope of mercy he ſinneth again: 
to whom the holy Mziter ſaith, Curicd be 
the man that finneth in hope. And af the 
laſt the ſoul inclineth to che fleſh, and letteth 
him out of che pꝛiſon ot UNepentanct, and wach⸗ 


eth him from che filch-of ſin, and artapeth 


him wü good vercues, and maketh him lenp 
on the Palfrap of charitable humility, and ſo 
rideth fazth to meet our Loꝛd with the facri⸗ 
fice of thankſgibing. Ent alas, oft the 'fin- 


| ner trefpaſſeth againſt holy/Stripture, where- 
foꝛe the Hart that is, the luſt of the fleſh, a⸗ 
rileth befoze him, and akter runneth great 


hounds, that is, cvil thoughts, ans lo long 
they chaſe; till the body and the ſoul de lekt 


alone, and then the gech ftirreth that pure 


ſoul, being the Spouſe to Almighty God: 


but the pure and undeffled fonl - that ig ſo 


well beloved wich God, will not fozſake our 
Lozd, äͤnd conſent to Sin: wherefoze che 


wetched Fleſh fan oft diſpoiieth her of her 


cloathing, chat is, of her bertues, and hangs 
eth her up by the hair ow an Oak, that is, 
on luſts, and delights, and there the hang⸗ 
eth till the good Earl cometh, that is, a difs 
creet P2eacher in the Foꝛreſt of this wozld, 
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to pꝛeach and teach the Wozd of God: then 
he taketh her down, and leadeth her fozth to 
the Church, to nouriſh. his Daughter, that 


is, ts nouriſh Conſcience with fruitful faith. 


The Earl had in his Chamber a Lamp: 
right ſo every diſcreet Pzeacher ſhould have 
befoze him the Lamp of holyScripture,where- 
by he map ſee both the grievance and p2ofit of 
the Sul in learning vertues, and putting 
awap of vice. The Steward that ſtirreth 
Her to ln, is nought elle but the pꝛide of life, 
which is Stewardok this world; by whom 
many men are deceived. But when the 
Soul that is ſo well beloved with Chef, 
will not conſenc-unto the fin ok pꝛide then 
taketh this evil Steward the Knife of Cove- 
tiſe, wherewith he flayeth the Earls Daugh- 
ter, that is. Conſcience, actozding to the 
Scripture, ſaping: Gold and Silver hath 
blinded the cyes of Judges, and hath over- 
thrown wiſe men, ſo that equity and righte- 
ouſneſs might not enter, bur ſtood afar, and 
turned their backs, This Lady allo redeem⸗ 
ed a man from death: that is from everlaſting 
death which he hath. deſerved by deadly ſin: 
Therefoze do we as this Lady, mite we our 
hozſe that is, our ſleſh. with the ſpurs of re- 
pentance, and ſo ride we fozth in all Haſte to 
ſave our neighboꝛ from the fink of deadly fin, 
to heip him both bodily and ghoſly, as Solo- 


mon faith, Wo 
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Wo to that man that lyeth in deadly fin, 

that -hath no man to lift him out thereof. 
Therefoze awake thy Neighbour and Help. 
For a Brother that is holpen of another, is 
like a ſure City, and if he give but a Cup of 
cold water in the way of help, he ſhall not Joſe 
his Rcw..rd. 
Wut many now adays be very unkind, 
as was the Thief which deccived the La- 
dy, after that ſhe had ſaved him from Hang- 
ing. 

The (ater of the ſhip betokgneth the 
. Wozld, by whom many men be deccived. 
But nevertheleſs. as off as a man taketh 
on Him voluntarily the Commandments 
ok God, and fozſaketh the Mold, then 
b:eaketh. he the ſhip. Foz it is impoduble 
to pleaſe God and man, and the wo2ld, all at 
one time. 

When this Lady had eſcaped the tem- 
peſt of the Sea, ſhe went to a City, that is, 
the Soul after the troubles of this world, 
went to the holy life, and there ſhe healed all 
manner offick folk, that is, ebery man that 
is troubled in his loul, that is infected with 
divers ſickneſles, thoſe that his Lady healed 
though Holp life, But they could not be heal- 
ed till they had firſt confefſcd their ſins to the 
Empzelſs, the Church of God, and then ſhe 
| healcth them by repentance and W 
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o like: pet all this while was the Empreſs, 


” unknown to her Husband, that is, the 
4 — Wandzeth in the wildernels of this 
wicked wozld, until God bp miraculous 
means ma de her known unto him, and ſo led 


her home by vicoꝛp and triumph in the truth, 
unto the heavenly habitation of eternal reit 


and glozy: Unto the which Almighty God 


bzing us all toz his Sons ſake, Amen. 


The Argument, 

Every ſupream Magiſtrate and, other inferior, 
ought to be honoured and rever-nced, Every 
true Chriſtian ought to. conſider his duty 
herein, and every falſe Chriftian pervert- 
ing the ways of the godly: reward for 
ſuch is laid up in H ll, but the juſt ſhall 
inherit the bleſſed life everlaſting. 


The 40 Hiſtory. 
15 Rome Pa dwelt a mighty Em⸗ 

peroz named Martin, which fo2 entire af- 
fection kept with him his b2others ſon, whom 
men called Fulgentius. With this Martin 
dwelt alſo a Knight that was Steward of the 
Empire, and Unkle unto the Emperoz, 
which envied this Fulgentius, ſtudying day 
and night how he might bzing the Emperoz 
and this pouth at debate. UWherefo:e the 


Steward on a day went to the Empe ros, — 
aid 
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| faid my Loꝛd, quoth he, J chat am your true 
| ſervant, am bound in duty to warn your 
, Highneſs, it I hear any thing that coucheth 


| pou Honour, wherefoze J have (uch things 


that J muſt needs utter it in ſgcrce to pour 
Pa jeſty between us two: Then ſaid the 
Emperoz, good friend, lap on what thee 


Ul. 


By molt dear Lo2d ( quoth the Steward) 
Fulgentius pour Couſin and pour nigh kinfs 
man, hath defamed you wonderfully and 
ſhame fully thꝛoughout all pour Empire, ſays 

ing that pour breath ſtinketh:; and that it is 
death ts him to ſerve pour Cup. Then the 
Emperoz was grievoufly dilpleaſed, and ale 
| molt bcfide himſelf foz anger, and ſaid unto 
him thus: J pꝛay the god friend tell me the 
very truth, ik that my bꝛeath ſtinketh as he 
laith. By Loꝛd (quoth the Steward ) ve may 
believe me, J never perceived a ſweeter 
bzeath in my days than yours is. Then laid 
the Emperoz: J pꝛap thee good friend, telt 
me wo 4 may bing this thing to good 

0200 
The Steward anſweredand laid: By Loꝛd 
( quoth he) pe ſhall right well underſtand the 
truth; foz to moꝛrow next when he ſerveth port 
of pour cup, ve hall ſee that he will turn away 
his face from pou, becauſe of your breath, 
and this is the moſt certain p2oof. that _ 
e 
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he had of this thing, Uerily quoth he Em⸗ 
peroz, a trier pꝛoof cannot be had of this 


thing. Thercfoze anon when the Steward 


heard this, he, went ffraight to Fulgenrius, 
and took him afide ſaping thus: Dear friend, 
thou art near Kinſman and allo Nephew 
unto my Loꝛd the Emperoꝛ, therckoꝛe if thou 
wilt be thankful unto me, J will tell thee of 
a fault whereof mp Loꝛd the Enperoz com⸗ 
plaincth oft, and thinks to put thee from 


him (except it be the ſooner amended ) and 


that will be a great repꝛoof to thee. Then faid 
this Fulgentius: Ah good Sir, foz his love 
that dyed upon the C20ſs, tell me why my 
Loꝛd is ſo ſoꝛe moved with me, fo! Jam rea⸗ 
dy to amend my fault in all that J can 02 
map, and fo2 to be ruled by pour diſcreet 
counſel, 

, Thy bzeath (quoth the Steward ſfinketh 
ſo ſoze, that his dzink doth him no good, fo 


grievous unto him is the ſtinking breath ok 


thy mouth, Chen ſaid Fulgentius unte the 


Steward: Trulp, that perceived neter 
tik now ; but what think ve of my breath, 1 
pꝛav vou tell me the very truth- Truly (girth ' 


the Steward )it ſkinketh greatly and foul: And 
this Fulgentius believed all that he Had ſaid, 
and was right ſozrowful in his mind + p2aps 


ed the Stewardof His connſcl and help in this 
wotul caſe, Then (aid the Steward unto on 
| { 
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if that thou wilt do mp counſel, J ſhall bing 
this matter to a good concluſton, wherekoꝛe do 
as J Hall tell thee. 


J counſel thee fo2 the beſt, and alſo warn 


the, that when thou ſerveſt my Lo2d the Em⸗ 
peroz of his cup, that thou turn thy Face 


away from him, lo that he may not lmell thy 


finking bꝛeath, until the time that thou halt 


pꝛovided thee of ſome remedy therefoꝛe. 
Then was Fulgentiu right glad, and {ware 


to him that he would do by his counlel. 


Not long after it befel, that this poung 
man Fulgentius ſerved his Lozd as He was 
wont to do, and therewith ſuddenly he turned 


his face from the Lo2d the Emperoz, as the 
Ste ward had taught him. 


And when the Emperoz perceived che a- 


voiding of his head, he (mote this poung Ful- 


gentius on the bꝛeaſt with his foot, and ſaid 


to him thus: O thou lewd Uarlet; now Y 
ſee well it is true that J have heard of thee, 


and therefoze go thou anon out of my fight, 


that J may ſee the no moze in this place. 
And with that this poung Fulgentius wept 
full ſoꝛe, and avoided the place, and went out 
ok his fight. 


And when this was done, the Empero2 
called unto him his Steward and ſaid, How 
map J rid this Uarlet from the Mold, that 
thus hath dekamed me⸗ Py moſt dear Lozd, 

O cuoth 
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quoth the Steward, right well you ſhall have 
pour intent. 

Foz here beſide, within this thiee miles, 
ve have bꝛick⸗makers, which daily make great 
fire, fo2 to burn Bick, and alſs they make 


Lime, therefoze mp L 02d, ſend to them this 


night, charge them upon pain of death, that 


whoſoever cometh to them firſt in the mo2n- | 


ing, ſaying to them thus: Pp Lo2d com⸗ 
mandeth them to fulfil his will: that they 
take Him and caff him into the Furnace, 
and burn him: and this night command pou 
this Fulgentius, that he go early in the moꝛn⸗ 
ing to your wozkmen, and that he ask them, 


whether they have faifilled pour will which 
thep were tommanded, 02 not; and then ſhall ' 
they ( actoꝛding to your Commandment ) caſt 


him into the fire, and thus ſhall he die an evil 
death. 
Surcly (quoth the Emperoꝛ) thy counſel is 


good, thercfoꝛe call to me that Uarlet Ful⸗ 


gentiu. And when the poung man was come 


to the Emperozs pꝛeſence, he ſaid to him 
thus: charge thee upon pain of death, that a 


thou rile early in the moꝛning, and go to the 
burners of Lime and tick, and that thou 
he with them carly befoze the Sun riſe, thee 
miles from this houle,and charge them in my 
behalt that they fulfil my Commandment, 
D elſe they ſhall die a moſt ſhameful death. 
Then 


Ive 


£9, 


eat | 


the 
JtS 
jat 
ns 
Hts 
ep 
ce, 
on 
n 
nm, 
ch 


eſta Romanorum. 


Then ſpake this Fulgentius : Pp Lo2d, if 
God lend me my life J ſhall fulfil pour will, 
bere it that J go to the wozlds end. | 
Muhen Fulgentivs had this charge; he could 
not flcepfozthought,that he mult riſe early cg 
| fulfil his Lozds commandment, The Em⸗ 

peroz about midnight ſent a Peſlenger on 
hoꝛſeback unto his Bzick⸗ makers, command⸗ 

ing that upon pain of death, that whoſo⸗ 
eber came to them firft in the moꝛning, laps 
ing unto them (as is befoze rehearſed ) thep 
ſhould take him and bind him, and calt him 
into the fire, and burn him to the bare bones. 
The Bz:ick-makers anſwered and ſaid, it 
ſhould be done. Then the chellenger roturns 
home again, and told the @mpero2 that his 
| — ſhould be diligentlp fulft's 
ed. 
Early in the mozning following, Fulgen- 
tius aroſe and pꝛepared him toward his way, 
and as he went he hearda Bell ring to Ser⸗ 
vice, wherekoze he went to hear Service, and 
after the end of Service he fell aſleep, and 
there flept a long while ſs ſsundly, that the 
Pꝛieſt noꝛ none other might awakehim. 
The Steward defiring inwardip to hear of 
his death, about tws of the clock he went un⸗ 
to the wozkmen, and ſaid unto them thus : 
Sirs ( quoth he) have pe done the Emperozs 


commandmeng oz no - . 
D 2 Eg 
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The Wzick⸗ makers anſwered him, and 


faid: No trulp, we have not pet done his 
Tommandment, but it thall be done, and with 
that they laid handz on Hin?! Then cried | 
the Steward, and ſaid Good ſirs lave my like, 
fo2 the Emperoz commanded that Fulgentius 
ſhould be put to death. Then ſaid they, the 


Pellenger told us not lo, but he bade us, chat 
whoſocrer came firſt in the moꝛning, faying 
as you have (aid that we ſhould take him, 
and cal him inte the Furnace, and burn him 


to athes: and with that they thzew him into 


the fire. 


And when he was burnt, Fulgent ius came 


to them and ſaid: Good firs, have pou done 


my Loꝛds Commandment. yea, ſoothly ſaid ' 
they, and therekoꝛe go pe again to the Empe⸗ 


ros, and tell him ſo, Then ſaid Fulgentius, 
Foz Chins love tell me that command- 
ment, 

We had in commandment laid they, upon 


pain of death, that whoſoever came to us firft | 
in the moꝛning, and ſaid like as thou haft ſaid, 
that we ſhould take him and caſt him into the 
Furnace : But bekoꝛe thee, came the Stew⸗ 
ard, and therefoze Have we fulfilled on Him | 


the Emperoꝛs commandment, now He ts 
burnt to the hare bones. 


hen Fulgenizus heard this, he thanked 
God, that he had ſo bꝛeſerded him krom — 4 M 


cheref 029 


| 


| ſo would they have done to me, and therefo1e 
| 3 thank God, that he hath pꝛeſerved me 


| 


| 
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therefo2e he took his leave of the wozkmen, 
and went again ts the Palace. 
When the Emperoz ſaw him, he was al- 


| molt diſtract of his wits foz anger, and thus 


he ſaid: Haſt thou been with the Bꝛick⸗ma⸗ 
kers, and fulfiled my commandmence Scth⸗ 
ly my gracious Lozd J have been there, but 
ere J came there, pour commandment was 
fulfilled: How map that be true quoch che 
Emperoꝛ. | 

Foꝛſooth ſaid Fulgentius, the Steward 
came to them afo2e me, and ſaid that J ould 
have ſaid, ſo they took him and th2cw him in⸗ 
to the Furnace, and if J had come any rather, 


krom death, 
Then ſaid the Empero! tell me the truth 


| of fuch queſtions as J ſhall demand of thee. 
Then laid Fulgentius ts the Empcro2 : you 


never found me in any falſhood, and therekoze 


J greatly wonder why pe have oꝛdained ſich 


à death foꝛ me Foz well pe know, that % 
aàm pour own brothers Son. Then ſaid the 
Emperoz to Fulgentius: Jt is no wonder, fo2 


that death Joꝛdained koꝛ thee through coun⸗ 


ſc] of the Steward, becauſe thou did dekame 


me thꝛoughout all my Empire, (aying : that 


my b2eath did (tink ſo grievoufly, that it was 


death co thee, and in token thereof, thor 
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turned away thy face when thou ſervedſt me 
of my Cup, and that J ſaw with mine epes ; 
and foz this cauſe J ozdained foz thee ſuch a 


death; and pet thou ſhalt dye, except J hear 


à better excuſe. 

Then anſwered Fulgentius, and ſaid: Ah 
dear L02d, if it might pleaſe pour Pighnels 
foꝛ to hear me, 3 ſhall hew pou a lubtil and 


deceitful imagination. Say on quoth the | 


Emperoꝛ. 

The Steward (quoth Fulgentius ) that is 
now dead, came to me and ſaid, that ye cold 
unto him that my bzeath did ſtink, and there 
upon he counſeled me, that when J ſerved 


you of pour Cup, J ſhould turn away my face, | 


take God to witneſs J lye nor. 
VUhen the Emperoꝛ heard this. he believed 
him, and ſaid: O my Nephew, now ſee, 
though the right wiſe judgment of God, the 
Steward is burnt, and his own wickedneſs 
and en vpis fallen on himſelf, foz He ozdained 
— malice againſt the, and therefoze thou 
rt much bound to Amighey God * 
prſerven thee from death. 


The Moral, 


Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
every ſupꝛeam Magiſtrate, and Fulgentius his 


Nephew betokeneth every true Chailttan 
man, 
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ne man, which Gould cruly ſerve them with 
; faithful lopaity, like as Fulgentius ſerved the 
| Empero2 at his cup, wherekoze he ſhall be 
ar | greatly loved ok God. This Steward beto⸗ 

keneth every falſe Chziſtian man, as Cain, 
ih which oftentime turned the heart of right 
's wiſe men kram God, ſaping, that his breath 
id ftinzcth; that is, that the life of this Pagi⸗ 
je ſtrate is not acceptable to God oz man, which 
is againtt the Scripture, which ſaith, Judg nor, 
's and ye ſhall not be Judged. But oftentimes ſuch 
d malicious people accuſe righteous men, 
© wherefoze they ſhall be caſt into the cvcriafts 
d ing fire of Bell, where is wailing & weeping, 
| and miſerp without end. Eut the righteous 

| hail aſcend to everlaſting life, Unto the 
d Which bing us, our Lozd Jelus Chꝛiſt. Amen. 


= 
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7 
e The Argument. 
3 | Tyrants and ungodly perſons walk without 
d knowledg of the Truch, till they come ro the 
J Church of God; the wicked perſecute the 
j Godly, but as they are preſerved by the 
mighty providence of God, ſo they ought 
not to ſleepin fin. A figurative ſpeech of 
three ſeyeral meanings, viz. Take, Yield, 
and Flee : the ſignification therefore. 
| The 42 Hiſtory. 
Here dwelt ſoinc time in Rome a mighty 
Emperour, named Delphinus, which had 
D 4 n 
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no Childzen ſave only a Daughter, which 
was a fair creature, and well-beloved of her 
Father. 

As this Emperoz rode an a dap on Yunt- 
ing in the Foreſt, ſuddenly he rode out of his 
way, and loſt his men, wherefo:s he was 
Ereatiy diſcomfited, foz he will not whither 
he rode, noꝛ in what place he was ; till at the 
laſt when he had thus ridden all the dap a- 
lone, in the evening he tawa Houſe, and 
thither he rode a great pace, and knocked at 
the Gate: immediately the good man ok the 
houſe herd him, and asked the cauſe of his 
knocking and what he would have » Dear 
friend quoth the EGmpero!, lo it is night, as 
ve may ſee - Therefoꝛe J defire of you a lodg⸗ 
ing fo2 the Love of God, 

Mhen he had thus ſaid, the good man of 
the Houſe, unawares that he was the Em⸗ 
peroꝛ anſwered and {aid ; Good friend (quoth 
he) Jam the Emperoꝛzs Foffer, and have 
plenty of Ueniſon, and other vicual fo2 pou: 
UWihen the Empero? heard this, he was right 
glad in his mind, nevertheleſs, he told him 
not that he was the Empero), Then the Fo⸗ 
iter opened the Gate, and received him as he 
could, and ſet him to ſupper, and ſerved him 
wo2thily. And when he had ſupped, the Fo⸗ 
Ter bought him to his Chamber, and when 
time was he went to bed, 
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Ju the ſame night it befel, that the Follers 
Mife did travel of a child in another Cham- 
ber Hard by, and was delivered the lame 
night of a goodly Son. And as the Emperoꝛ 
lap in his bed fleeping, him ſeemed he heard 
a voice laping to him thzice theſe woꝛds: 
Take, take, take, And with that he awake, 
any marvelled greatly what it might be, (ap- 
ing to Himlelf thus: A voice biddeth me 
Take, rake, take, What ſhall J take And 


immediatelp he fell aſleep again. 


And the ſecond time he heard a voice ſays 
ing unto him theſe words, Yield, yield, yield, 
And with that he awakencd again, and won- 
dered greatly, ſaping unto Himſelf ; What 
map thi« iignifie - Firſt A Heard a voice that 


| ſaid, Take, take, take, and nothing 4 re- 


teibed: and right now J heard another voice 
that ſaid, Yicld, yield, yield, What Gould 
J picld. 

And as he lap thus thinking with Himſelf, 


he kell aſleep again. And then he heard the 
third voice, ſaying theſe wozds thaice ; Flee 


Hee, flee, For this nighr is a Child born, that 
after thy deceaſe ſhall be Emperor. Mhen 
the Emperoz heard this, he awakened, and 
wonderer greatly what it might be. | 
In the mozning following, the Empero2 


, falledto him the Foſffer,and ſaid:!Dear friend 


3 p2ay thee tell me, if anp child be bozn here 
about 
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about this night to thy knowledg. y Wife 
quotch the Foſter, this night is delivered of a 
Son. J pꝛay thee, ſaid the Emperour, ſhew me 
thy Son, When the Emperour had len the 
Child, he ſawa mark in the Childs viſage, 
whereby he might know him another time: 
and he ſaid to the Foſter, thus: 

Dear friend knoweſt thou who J am - Nap 
ſoot hly, quoth the Foſter, foꝛ J never {aw pou 
befoꝛe this time, as faras © can remember, 
nevertheleſs it ſeemeth that pe be a Gentle⸗ 
man. Then anſwered the Emperoz and laid: 


J am the Emperoꝛ pour L92d, whom pou have 


lodged this night: Wheretoze J give thee 
Hearty thanks. This hearing the Foſter, he 
fell down upon both his knees, at his feet, and 
he ſought him of Percy, it that he had offended 
his Highnels in any thing. Then anſwered 
the Empe roy, and ſaid: Be thou nothing a⸗ 
fraid, fo2 J thank thee heartily foz thy good 
cycar, and thy Son that was bon to night, 4 
will have to bꝛing up in my Court, and ſhozt⸗ 

lv J will ſend foꝛ him. 
£ my gracious £02d quoth the Foſter, if 
13 not that ſuch a noble Emperoz ſhould nou⸗ 
riſh the Child of his Subject and Servant: 
nevertheleſs pour will be fulfülled, and when 
vour Belfengers come; J ſhall deliver chem 

my Son. 

Then the Empero! took oy leabe, and rode 
home 


K 
ern 
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fe home to his Palace. And ſhoꝛtly after he was 
'a come home, he called unto him ſuch ſerbants 
ie as he truſted beſt, and laid unto them thus: Go 
je pe unto my Foſter, with whom J was lodged 
e, ſuch a night in the Foꝛrelt, and receive of 
: him his Son, of which his wite was delive- 
red that night, and upon pain of death, J com- 
p mand pou, that pou flap him by the way, and 
u calf His fleth to the Dogs, but b2ing with pou 
r, the heart to me: and except pe fulfil mp com⸗ 
es ' mandment, pe ſhall dye the cruelleſt death 
: - that can be thought. Anon his Servants 
£e- went tothe Fo2reft, and received the Folfers 
e Don, and bzought him with them, and when 
e | thep were tome near unto the Palace, one of 
v them ſaid; Bow ſhall we do thar we may fulfii 
d dur Lozds commandment in laying of this 
d | child- Some anſwered and ſaid, that the Child 
- , Gould be flain, and ſome would have his lite 
d laved, & while they were thus {friving among 
{ themlelves. one of them that was moſt mer- 
tikul, ſaid unto the reſt: O my good loving 
friends, hear my counſel, J beſeech you, and 
pe ſhall not repent pou thereof, It we murder 
„this innocent child, we ſhall greatly offend 
 . Almighty God: And behold hereby are young 
! Pigs, kill we one of them, and then we may 
take with us his heart, and pꝛeſent it unto the 
Emperoz2,laping,that it is the heart of v poung 
Chis: Then {aid they, thy counſel is 12 
N ut 


LESS 
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but what ſhall we do with the Child : Good 
friend (quoth he) let us wap it in ſome 
cloaths, and lay him in ſome hollow tree, fo) 


peradventure God will help him, and ſave | 


his life. 

hen he had thus ſaid, thep did after his 
counſel in all things, and killed a Pig, and 
went their wap, and carried home with 
them the Pigs heart to the Emperor, ſaping 
unto him thus: Lo gracious Lond we have 
deltroped the Child, as pe commanded us, 
and with that they ſhewed him the Pigs 


heart. The Emperoz ſuppoſing it had been the 


Childs Heart £09R it, and caſt it into the fire 
deſpightfully, laying: Lo, there is the 
heart of him which Gould have been Empe⸗ 
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ro; after me; Lo, what it is to believe in 


dꝛeams which be but fantaſies & vain things. | 
The ſame day after the Child was put in⸗ 


to the hollow tree, there came an Earl to hunt 
in the Foreſt, and as his Pounds chaſed 
an Hart, they came to the hollow tree, where 


the child lay, and when they mel the ſavour 


of the Child they would go no further. The 


Earl ſceing this, marvelled why his Pounds 


abode there, and ſmote his Vozſe with his 
ſpurs, He rode a great pace till he came un- 
to them. And when he. came unto the Tree 
wherein the Child was laid, he looked in ac 
a hole, and ſaw there the Child lping, and 


then 
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then he was right glad, and took the Child up 
in his arins full lovingly, and bare it Home 
to his Caſtle, ſaping unto the Countefs His 


* ch : Lo mp dear wife, this dap by foꝛtune 


1 have found a very fair Child in a hollow 


tree as J hunted in the Fozreft, whereof 3 
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am right glad: And becauſe thou never pet 
tontcivedſt a Child, thercfo2e J exhozt thee 
that thou wilt feign thy ſelf to travail with 
Child, and ſay that thou Hat bozn this 
Child ; the Counteſs fulfilled gladly the 
Earls deſire, and ſaid: Pp molt dear L02d, 
pour wilt in this thing ſhall be done. 

Not long after, this news went thzough- 
put all the Country, that the Counteſs was 
delivered of a fair Son, wherefoze every man 
rofoyted much. 

The Child began to grow, and was well 


beloved ok every man, and eſpectaRy ok the 
Earl and the Counteſs, At befell when the 


Child was fifteen years of age, the Emperoz 
made a.ſolemn feait unto all the Loꝛds of his 
Empire, unto the which feaft this Carl was 


" called, who at the dap afſigned came, and 


bought his Son with him, which was at 


that time a fair young Squire, and he tar ved 
ct the board befoze the Earl. The Emperoz 
ftedfaſtly beheld him, and cſpyco che token 
in his foꝛehead, which he had ſeen in the Ko⸗ 


fers Mouſe, where with he was greatly moped 


with⸗ 
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within himſelf, and ſaid unto the Earl in this 
manner. Whoſe Son is this - Certes, ſaid 


the Earl, he is mp Son. Then laid the Em⸗ 


peroꝛ, By the Faith that thou oweſt to me, 
tell me the truth. 


The Earl ſeeing that he might not excuſe 


himſelf, but that needs He muſt tell Him the 


truth, told how he found him in a hollow 
Tree. This hearing the Emperoz, he was 
diſtract of his wits fo2 anger, and called to 
him his Servants, which he had ſent befoze 
to deftrop the Child. And when they came 


befoze him, he made them to ſwear that they 


would tell Jim the truth WHAl they had done 
with the Child. 

G2actous L0:d ſaid they, we yicld us unto 
pour Gꝛate and goodnels, fo2 pity ſo moved 

that we might not deltroy him, but we 
put him in a hollow Tree: what bekel of him 
afterward, certainly we know not, and in 
his ſtead we killed a Pig, and brought the 
heart thereof unto pou. 

When the Emperoꝛ heard the truth of the 
matter, he ſaid unto the Carl: This young 
man (quoth he) ſhall abide with me: The 
Carl immediately granted, though it was 
greatly againſt his will. 

When the Feaſt was ended, every man 
took his leave of the Empero?, and went 
whereas they lift. And at that time it foztu⸗ 

ned, 
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ned, that the Emmpꝛeſs and her Daughter ſo⸗ 
journed in another Country far from theace 


by the Commandment of the Emperoz. 


Not long after the Emperoꝛ laid unto this 
young Squire, it behoveth thee to ride unto 


the Empꝛels mp Wite with my Letters, J 


am ready at your Tommandment my L825, 


faid he, to fulftl pour deſire. Jmmediately 


the Emperoz wrote Letters, the intent where⸗ 
of was this: that the Emp2eſs ſhould take the 
bearer of theſe Letters, and let Him be dꝛawn 
at the Hoꝛſe tail, and after that the ſhould let 


him be hanged till he be dead and that on pain 
ok death. When the Letters were all ſealed, 


— — 
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the Emperoz gave them unto the young 
Squire, commanding him to lgeed him on his 
journep. And ſtraightwap the young Squire 
put them cloſe into a bor, and rode fo2th on his 
journey. When He had ridden th2e o2 four 


| days on his journey, in an evening he came 
unto a Tale where dwelt aKmghHt,and gents 
lp deſtred ok him a nights lodging. 


The knight beholding the ſweet favour of 
the young Squire, made him good cheer, and 
afterward b2ought him into his Chamber. 


| and when he was there, he went to bed, and 


- —— 


immediatelp fell allep, foz he was full weary 
of his fourney, and fo2got his bor with che 

Letters lying openly in his Thamber, 
When the Knight ſaw thy bor, he opened 
it 
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it, and found the Letters ſealed wich the Em⸗ 
peroꝛs ſign manual, and was greatly tempted 
to open them, and at the laſt ye opened them 


neatly, and then read how the Empꝛels upon 


pain of death ſhould put the bearer of them to | 
death; and then he was right ſoꝛrowkul, and 
ſaid within himlelk: Alas ( guoth he) it is 


great pity to flap ſo fair and proper a man; 


and immediately after, the Knightc raced out 


that witting, & wiote in the kame place, theſe 
Wozds following: Upon pain of death, | com- 
mand thee, that thou rake this young Squire, 


bearer ofihcle Letters, and let him be wedded | 


without any deliy unto my D ughter and 
yours, with all Honour and Solemnity that 
can be thought; and when they be married, 
that ye make as much account of him, as if 
he were your own Son, and that he ſupply 
my room till I come unto you my ſelf. 

When the Knight had thus witten, 
he- cloſed the Letters neatly, and put them 


into the bor again. Early in the mo2ning :'; 


the poung Squire aroſe, and haſtily made 


ready, and took his leave of the Knight and 


rode fozth on his journey, and the third day 
after he came unto the Empꝛels, and laluted 
her . dutifully in the Emperoꝛs behalf and 
gave her the Letters. When the Empzels 
had read them, anon the ſent kozth her 
Pellengers through the Countrey, com⸗ 

manding 
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maͤnding the States and Gentlemen to come 
ted unto her Daughters wedding on a day aſſigns 
fd... ; | 
- When the day was come, thither came ma- 
to np great Lo2ds and Ladies, and anon the 
poung Squire eſpouſed the Empero2s daugh⸗ 
3 | ter with great Honour, accozving to the tenoꝛ 
n. ofthe Letters,and was much honoured among 
ut the people. 
ſe Mot long after it befel, that the Emperoꝛ 
tame into the country, and when the Empꝛels 
heard ok his coming, ſhe tok with her her Don 
«4 in⸗Law, with much other people, and went to 
1d | welcome the Emperoz. When the Emperoz 
2 | ſaw this poung Squire leading the Lady his 
wife, he was greatly moved within himſelk, 
if | and ſaid, O thou curſed woman, becauſe thou 
ly haſt not fulfilled my commandment thou ſhalt 
dye an evil death. | 
n, D mp dear Lo2d ( quoth ſhe ) all chat you 
m tommanded me co do J have fulfilled. Nay 
ig Curſed woman laid the Emperoz, it is not ſo, 
w oz A w.oteto thee that thou ſhould put him 
1d 0 death, and pet he is alive. By Lo2d, quoth 
w the Empꝛels, peu wzote to me that J ſhould 
d \$ibe him your Daughter to Wife, and that 
id m pain of death, in witneſs whereof, lo 
s bere pour letters (ſealed with your own Seal 
„hen the Emperoꝛ ſaw this, he wondze 
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greatly and ſaid, Is he then eſpouſed to my 
daughter ⸗ Pea ſurely ſaid the Empaels, long 
ago with great ſolemnity, and as J perceive 
pour daughter is with child. Then ſaid the 
Emperoz: O Lozd Jeſus, it is great folly to 
ſtribe againſt thine oꝛdinance, therefoze fith 
it is ſo, thy will muſt needs be fulfilled, And 
with that he took his Son in Law in his 
arms and kifed him, which after his death 
was Emperoz and ended his life in reſt and 
Peace. 
The Moral, 


This Emperoꝛ may betoken Herod, who 
would have ſlain the Child Jeſus, wherefore | 
he ſent Belſengecrs to ſeek him; actozding to | 


the Scripture, chewing how he commanded | wi 
thꝛee Kings to ſeek him, k bzing him tidings tei 
again where he was, that he might come and | be! 
wozlhip him alſo. The Foſter betokeneth Jo- ou 
ſeph our Ladies Hus band, which kept him: ms 
but when the thꝛee Kings eame they flew him hi 


not but woꝛſhipped him on their knees. and 
left him in the hollow tree ok his Godhead. 
The Earl that found chis Child, betokeneth 
the Holy Ghoſt which warned Joſeph by the 
Angel in his fleep, that he ould take our 
Lady and her Son and flee into Egypt. 

By the firſt rake map be underſtood the 
great benefit that he gave thee, when he = 
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my thee a ſoul made to his own ſimilitude. Wy 
ng the ſecond rake is underſtood, the Son ok God, 
ive which was bon of the Bleſled Uirgin Ma- 
the ry. Wy the third take is underſtood the ſame 
to Son of God which died upon the Croſs, 
ith By the firſt yield is underffood, that we 
ind | ought to pield our ſoul unto Alnighty God, 
his as clean as he gave ns it after our regeneras 
th tion in Baptiſm, By the ſecond yicld, that we 
Ind ought to peild honour, woꝛſhip, and love unto 
Almighty God, and man, Wp the third yield, 
that we ought to pield to God true confeiion 
of faith, contrition of heart, and amendment 
ho of life. | 
die | The firſt flee betokeneth lin, which we 
to | ould flee: the ſecond flee becokenech the 
ded | world, which we ſhould flee, foz the great 
temptations that are therein. The third flee 
nd | betokeneth everlaſting pain, the which we 
7 ought to flee thꝛoug h faith, by the which we 
m: may come to everlaſting bliſs ; untothe which 
im bing us our Loꝛd Jeſus. Amen. 
nd The Argument. 
ad. The ſoul of man being raviſhed by the Tyrans 
th ny of fin, ſhe complaineth unto Chriſt, which 
he beareih her. The Tyrant is overcome by 
ur Chriſt, who eſpouſeth her unto him, pres 
paring a place of perpetual joy for her,Chrift 
he receiveth pmient finners to his mercy by his 
ve death and paſſion. 
Jes Þ 2 „ 
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AT here vwelt ſometime in Rome a migh⸗ 

ty Empero2, named Sont: ſinus, which 
oꝛdained a Lay, that whoſoever Ravithed a 
Virgin ſhould die, and ik ſhe were reſcued, 
then he that refcucd her, Chould have her to 
wite, if him liſt: and ik he would not marry 
her, then Ge ſhould be eſpouſed bp his aps 
pointment. It befel on a day, that a Tyrant 
named boncianus, led a Uirgin into a Forreſt 
nd dcfloured her of her Paiden⸗ head. And 
when he had ſo done he would have Cain her, 


and as he was deſpoiling her of her Cloths, 


gere came riding by the Fozreſt a Gentle 


Unight, which heard the lamenting of the 


Q& ©* fs 


Dainſel, wherekoꝛe he rode a great pace into 


the Forreſt to ſeek what it might be. Now 


when he came, he ſaw a woman ſtanding all 


naked, ſabe only her ſmock, to whom the 
Anight ſpake- Art thou ſhe (ſaid he) that cried 
{5 lamentably : Then anſwered the Damſcl: 
Bea certainy, foꝛ this man that ſtandeth here 
hath raviſhed, and defloured me of my Pai⸗ 


den⸗head, and now he would flap me, e there- 


foze he hath deſpoiled me of my clothes: fo: 
the love of God gentle Knight help me now. 
Then (aid the Tyrant, ſhe lieth, fo2 ſhe is my 
wife, and J have found her in Adultery with 

| another 
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another man, therefo:c J will flay her. Then 
ſaid the Knight, J believe better the woman 
than thee, fo2 lo the tokens appear openlp in 
her viſage, that thou halt raviſhed her, there⸗ 
foe will I fight with thee foꝛ her deliverance, 
And immediately they bucklcd both together 
and fought cagerly till they were both ſoze 
wounded, Nevertheleſs, the night obs 
tained the UMittozp, and put the Tprant ta 


* 

hen ſaid the Kniz ght unto the Conan 2 : 
Lo, J have ſuffered fo2 thy love many {a:e 
Wounds, and have ſaved thee from Death, 


wilt thou therefoze promiſe to be mp UWrie ; 
i thereto J aſſent (quoth he) with all my heart, 


and thereupon J piight thee my troth. Nl hen 


| they were thus enſured, then ſaid the Uuight 


as followeth. 
Here beſtde is my Caſtle, go thither, and 


abide there till J have pꝛovided ell things 


necdful foꝛ our wedding, koꝛ J purpoſe to make 
a great feaſt thereat. My L92d(quoth ſhe) I am 
ready to fulfil your will: Then went ſhe unto 
the Caſtle, whereat ſhe was wozthily receiv'd: 
and the Knight went unto his friends f92 


to bid them to the Barriage, In the mea! 


while tame Poncianus the Tprant to the 
Knights Caſtle, and pꝛaped her that he might 
{peak with her. Then came ſhe down fcom 
the Caſtle to him, and this Tyrant ſubtilly 

P 3 flattered 
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flattered her, and ſaid : Gentle love, if it pleaſe 
you to conſent to me, J ſhall give pou both 
lilver, and gold, and great riches, and J wall 
he pour ſervant, and pe my Soveraign. Mhen 
the Woman heard this, full Iightl» ie was 
decetved though His flattering language, and 
oon granted him to be his Mike, and took 
him to her in the Caftle, 

Mot long after the Knight came home aud 
found the Caſtle gate ſhut, and knocked there⸗ 
at, but long it was ere he might have ankwer. 
At the lat the woman came and demanded 
why he knocked at the gate; Then ſaid he to 
her: © ſweet Lady, why haſt thou ſo ſoon 
changed thy love ? let me come in. Nay ſurel p, 
{aid the, thou ſhalt not come in here, foz J 


have here with me mp old love, which J loved 


befoze,remembcr quoth the Knight thou gaveſt 
me thy troth to be mp wife, and how J ſaved 
thee from death, and if thou ponder not thy 


faith, behold my wounds which J have ſuffer- 


ed in mp body fo2 thy love. And ſo he uncloth- 
cd himſelf naked all ſave his holen, that he 
might Hew his wounds openly. But Ye 
would not ſee them, noꝛ ſpeak moze with him, 
but ſhut faſt the gate and went her way. Pow 


when the Knight ſaw this, he went to the 


Judg, and made his complaint to him, p2ay- 
ing him to give him right judgment on the 
EZyrant andthe Woman. 


Then 
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Then the Judg called them hoth befoꝛe 
him, and when they were come, the Knight 
ſaid thus: By 292d, J ask the benefit of the 
Law which is this: If a man reſcue a wo- 
man from raviſhing, the reſcuer ſhall marry 
her if Him liſt, and this woman J delivered 
from the hands of the Tprant, therefoze 3 
ought to habe her to mp wiſe ; and further- 
mo2e ſhe gave her faith and troth to marrp 
with me, and thereupon we went to my calil?, 
and J Have been at great colt again? our 
wedding, and therefoze as. it ſcemeth to me, 
the is my Mike by the law. 

Then laid the Judg to the Tprant, thou 
knoweſt well that this Knight delivered her 
from thy hand, and fo her love hath ſuifcred 
grievous wounds, and therekrze well thou 
wotteſt that the is his wife by the Law it 
that him liſt. But after her dcliverance with 
fi 2 ſpeech thou halt deceived her, there- 

foꝛe J judg thee to be hanged. b 

Then ſaid the Judg to the Woman, like⸗ 
wiſe: O Woman, thou knoweſt how this 
knight laved thee from death, and thereupon 
thou betrotheſt him thy faith and troth to be 
his Wife, firſt by the Law and akter by faich 
andtroth: this notwithſtanding, thou con⸗ 
ſenteſt afterward to the Tyrant & bꝛoughteſt 
him into the Knights Caſtle, and divZ wut 


the gate againit che Knight, and would not 
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ſee his wounds which he ſuffered fo) thy love, 
and therefoze J judg thee to be hanged alſo, 
And ſo it was done, both the Raviſher and 
ſhe that was raviſhed, were condemned to 
death, wherefoꝛe every man pꝛaiſed the Judg 
t92 Hts wile judgment. | 


The Moral. 
This Cwpers2 betokeneth the Father of 


Heaven which ozdained a Law, that if the 


ſoul of man were raviſhed fron God, by fin, 
the Saviour of the ſoul ſhould eſpouſe her if 
him liſt. The wom:n that was raviſhed be⸗ 
tokencth the ſoul ok man, which was raviſhed 
by the fin of our fo:e-father Adam, and lcd out 
of Paradiſe into the Fo2reſt of this wzetched 
world by the Tyrant Poncianus, which bcto- 
keneth the Devil, and he not only defilcd 
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her loſing the heritage of Peaven, but alſo he | 
would flap Her with everlaſting pain. But the 


Soul crieth with an high voice, whole cry 
our Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt heard. This cry was 


made when Adam cried after the opl of mer⸗ 
cy: And the Patriarchs and Pꝛophets cried 
103 remedy, ſaping thele woꝛds: O chou bigh- 
eft in the Exft viſit thou us, &c. 

The Knight betokeneth our Lo2d Jeſus 
Chziſt, which came from Heaven, and fought 


| 


with the Tyrant, _ is the Devil, and bosh ' 


they 
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they were ſoꝛe wounded ; fo2 our Lozd Jeſus 
Chzift was wounded in the fleſh, and the De⸗ 
vil maimed in his Kingdom: UA herecoze ths 
woman, that is, the ſoul, gave her faith and 
troth unto Chꝛiſt Jelus, when the became a 


 Chiiffian, ſaying theſe wozds; 1 forſake the 


Devil and all his Pride, and believe in God 
the Father Almighty. Then o2dained our 
Lozd Jeſus Chziſt a Parriage betweer / him 
and her with the two ſpecial Sacraments of 


BPaptiſm, and the Lozds Supper, whereof may 


be made a ſtrong Caſtle againſt the Devil. Al⸗ 
ſo our Koꝛd commanded the ſoul to keep her 
fill in the Caſtle of Uirtue, till he went to 
pꝛobide that was needkul: that is, our Loꝛzd 


Jeſuc, Chziſt aſcended to Heaven to prepare 


foz her a dwelling place of everlaſting jop, 
whereas ſhe ſheuld dwell after the dap of judg⸗ 
ment with our Loꝛd God in hondur and glozp. 
Eut alas in the mean time came the De⸗ 
vil, and beguiled the wietched ſoul by deadly 
fin, and ſo entred into the Caſtle of our heart, 
which ſhould be the Caſtle of God. The 
night Jeſus knocked at the gate of our heart 
acc92ding to the Scripture, Lo I ſtand zt the 
door and knock, if any man will open that I 
may enter. But where the Devil is God doth 
never enter, except the finner will receive 
him by repentance, which ſeeing our Lozd 
hanging upon the C2ols, that we _ 
ce 
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The Hiſtory of 


ſ& his blody wounds which he ſuffered fo2 us, 
we finners ſhould be the rather mindful of his 
love: Foz from the crown of his head to the 
ſole of his feet was left no whole place; there⸗ 


foze ſaith the Pꝛophet Eſay, Behold and ſee 
if any ſorrow be like to my ſorrow, Theres 
 fozehe is a wyetched man that will not be 


tonverted unto his 202d God, but lye ftill in 
deadly fin, wherefoze when he is called befoꝛe 
the high judg, he ſhall be condemned to ever- 
laſting death. Therekoꝛe ſtudy we to open 
the doozs of our hearts by fruitful faith in 
Almighty God, and then without doubt we 
thalt obtain everlaſting life, Unto which 
bzing us our L92d Jeſus, Amen. 


The Argument. 

The Body and Soul of man being made by Gods 
grace the Temple of the holy Ghoſt, do give 
themſelves to ſerve and pleaſe God in this 
life, and to love God and the Neighbours 
according to his laws; and though the bo- 
dy by death ſuffer mortal affliction for a 
time, yet by faith, hope, and charity in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, bo:h body and ſoul ſhall inherit 
life and joy everlaſting. 


The 44 Hiſtory. 
T is read of a certain Roman Emperoz 
. which erecting koꝛ himſelf a goovly Bonu- 


ment 
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is 


Geſta Romanorum. 


ment oꝛ Tomb, as the Labourers digged in 
the ground of his palace they found a Coffin 
of gold bound about with thꝛee hops, and up- 
on the Woops was engraven theſe words, I 
have ſpent, 1 have given, I have kept: I have 
had, I now have loſt, I am puniſhed. That 


which J had I ſpent, that which I gave I have, 


When the Emperoꝛ law this, he called toge⸗ 
ther his Nobles and States and ſaid unto 
them: By Lozds go and confider among 
pour {elves what this inſcription meaneth, 


unto whom the nobles ſhortly after returned 


this ſhoꝛt anſwer, ſaying, the meaning of this 
inſcription is ns other but this: There was 
a certain Emperoꝛ pour P2edeceſfo2 which 
deſired to leave behind him an example to o⸗ 
chers, that they might follow him in good life 
and converſation, viz. I have ſpent my life in 
judging others righteoullp, and governing my 
ſelf acco2ding to the rule of reaſon 1 have gi- 
ven to my ſouldiers things neceſlarp, unto po 
maintenance and living, and to every one 
as to mp ſelf, accozding to their deſerts. I 
have kept in all my wozks, righteouſneſs. 


mercy to them that need it, and to wozkmen 


their woꝛthy wages; I have had à liberal and 
a conſtant heart to every one that ſerveth me: 
I have given riches in their neceflity, æ loving 
faveur at all times. I have had a band to 


tame and ſubdue enemies, to pꝛoted and 
defend 


The Hiſtory of 
defend friends, to ptinifh offenders, I bave 
loſt, feoliſhneſs, the friendſhip of enemies, and 
luſt, oꝛlaſtiviouſneſneſs of the fleſh. I am puniſn⸗ 


ed, now by death, becauſe J believed not as 


J ought to have done, in one God eternal. I 
am puniſhed, J ſap alas, becauſe J cannot 
redeem my ſelf but by the merits of Chziſt 
Jeſus the Saviour of the woꝛld. When the 
Empero! afo2eſaid heard the meaning of the 
inſcriptions wiſely interp2eted on this man⸗ 
ner, and how long that deceaſed Empers? had 
lived, he therebp governed himſelf and his 
Subfcts moze pꝛovidentiallp, and ended his 
life in Gods peace, with much Honour. 


The Moral. 

Dear friends, this Emperoz map be called 
everp good Chiitan man oz woman, which 
 punht, and is bound to erect and reedifle a 
Tomb, that is, his heart pꝛepared unto God, 
that he may perfoꝛm his will above all chings: 
and fo diggeth in the ground of his heart by 
contrition and ſo2zrowtul repentance fo2 His 
fins, that he doth find a golden Cottin, that is, 
a body dead to fin, his ſoul garniſhed with 


virtues by Gods grace granted to, the ſame, 


and bound about with thee golden Hoops, 
viz. with Faith, Hope, and Charity. What 
then was engraven in the lame three Poops ? 
Firff, I have ſpent ; where it may be _ 

What 
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eſta Romanorum, 


what haſt thou ſpent - the good Chziſtian ans 
\wereth, body and ſoul in the ſervice of God: 
if any of pou beſtow this tempozal life in, he 
ſhall be allured of great reward, even of lite 
everlaſting, The ſecond inſcription is, I have 
kept: what haſt thou kept» The god Chꝛiſtian 


' an{wereth, a contrite and humble heart, and 


prepared unto God, to ds whatſoever his 


good pleaſure was. The third inſcription is, 


1 have gen: what haſt thou given » The 
good Chziſtian anſwereth: Love unts God 
with all mp heart, with all my Soul, and 
with all my mind: and love unts mp neigh⸗ 
bour, accozding to the commandment of 
God. The fourth inſcription is, 1 have had: 
what halt thou had - The good Chziſfian an- 
lwereth and ſaith, ſurely a wꝛetched life, be⸗ 
cauſe J was conceived in fin, and bozn in 
iniquity, and alſo was fozmed of vile and 
baſe matter, Fifchly, what is the inſcription. 
I now have The good Chziſtian anſwereth 
by Waptiſm, and thereby am made the Soul⸗ 
dier of Chziſt, by Uirtues which God gave 
me in mp Baptiſm ; whereas befoze J was 
the bondflave of Sztan. Sixthlp, What is 
that inſcription, I have loſt- To this an- 
{wereth che good Chꝛiſtian, ſurely the favour 
of Cod, by mine own deſerts ; pet all the ſins 
which J have committed again God, J have 
by repentance cozreced and amended ; becauſe 
| repen 


| The Hiftory of, &c. 
repentance is one mean, but Chziſts merits ! 
chiefly © eſpecially cleanſeth us from all fin, | 
Seventhlp, what is that inſcription, I am | 
puniſhed ? The good Chꝛiſtian aniwereth and 
ſaith, Becauſe J am atfliced by death foz 
the offences and fins of my life. Eighthly, 
what is that inſcription, I have ſpent which 
J bad? To this anſwereth the good Chꝛiſtian 
ſaying, J have beſtowed all my life time here 
in wozks of mercy, by the grace which J re- 
ceived of mp Loꝛd - Jeſus Chziſt. Ninthly, 
what is that inſcription, That which I gave 
I have, ſurely in al mp tempozal life J gave 
all my counſel, whole aſſent and will which F 
Had to be the ſervant of God, and now it is in 
the good wilt and pleaſure of God, that J 
chall remain with him in joys of of everlaſting 
= in Heaven: unto the which bing us all. 

(MEN, 


